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INTRODUCTION 


cjThese  notes  are  designed  as  a  practical  aid  to  candidates,  agents,  sub- 
coagents,  canvassers,  and  other  workers  in  Parliamentary  Elections.     The 
^body  of  the  work  has  been  arranged  in  alphabetical  order  to  facilitate 
g  speedy  reference.     In  the  Appendix  will  be  found  the  three  principal 
■^Acts  relating  to  the  subject,  together  with   a   number  of  useful  forms. 
Those  sections  of  the  Acts  which  deal  with  the  formal  duties  of  Return- 
ing Officers  and  their  staff  have  been  omitted,  as  it  is  intended  only  to 
2 give  the  information  necessary  for  people  looking  at  the  subject  from  a 
'"'politician's  point  of  view.     "Wheie  elections  are  fought  on  party  lines,  as 
i-nalmost  all  are,  it  is  usual  to  send  to  party  headquarters  for  the  forms 
uj  required,  but  forms  on  the  spot  frequently  save  time  and  trouble,  both 
important  factors  in  running  an  election.     Where   disputed    points   are 
touched   upon,  it  has  been  deemed  better  to  take  a  safe  rather  than  a 
critical  view.     The  material  is  so  arranged  as  to  be  applicable  to  the 
^  United  Kingdom.     The  author  desires  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thank- 
^  ing  friends  in  both  political  parties  for  their  many  valuable  and  practical 
:E  suffffestions. 


.'i9l8l.'? 


Note. — References  in  the  subject  matter  are,  unless  otherwise 
indicated,  to  the  Corrupt  and  Illegal  Practices  Prevention 
Act,  1883. 


PRACTICAL  NOTES  ON  PARLIAMENTARY 

ELECTIONS. 


Agent.     See  Election  Agent. 
Address  to  Electors,  Candidate's. 

This  should  l)e  issued  as  soon  as  possible,  but  before  being  published 
should  l)e  submitted  to  the  Election  Committee.  A  copy  should  be  sent 
to  every  elector  by  post,  and  on  the  back  of  the  envelope  there  must  be 
given  the  address  of  the  Central  Committee  Eooms,  to  which  it  can  be 
returned  in  case  of  non-delivery.  This  frequently  helps  in  disclosing  deaths 
and  tracing  removals.  Frequently  an  address  is  advertised  extensively  in 
the  local  press  and  plastered  on  every  available  hoarding,  but  this  is 
really  a  useless  expense,  as  every  elector  has  had  it  through  the  post. 
Copies  should  be  sent  to  tradesmen,  licensed  victuallers,  and  all  supporters 
who  are  willing  to  expose  them  on  their  premises,  but  no  payment  may 
l>e  made  for  such  exhibition.  The  form  is  usually  a  double  sheet,  the  whole 
of  the  inside  being  taken  up  by  the  address,  one  half  of  the  outside  by  the 
candidate's  photograph,  and  the  other  half  by  "  reasons  "  for  voting  for  him. 
A  good  reserve  of  copies  should  be  kept  in  hand  for  future  calls. 

Associations,  Clubs,  Societies.    See  Outside  Help. 

Bands  of  Music. 

Any  payment  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  candidate  for  bands  of  music  or 
anything  of  a  similar  nature  is  expressly  prohibited,  and  would  be  an 
illegal  payment  (s.  16  (1) ).  A  candidate,  or  his  agent,  or  sub-agent  who 
pays  for  a  band  of  music  is  guilty  of  an  illegal  practice  (s.  21  (2) ). 

Bill,  Posters,  Placards.     See  Printing  and  Advertising. 

Bribery. 

The  offence  is  defined  in  Schedule  III.  part  iii.  of  the  Act. 

It  must  he  remembered  that  this  offence  is  not  confined  either  to  the 
giving  or  to  the  offering  of  money  only,  but  includes  any  valuable 
consideration. 

Mr.  Justice  Kennedy,  in  charging  the  Devonshire  Grand  Jury  recently, 
said  {vide  JFestern  Morning  Nnos,  February  6,  1905),  "  It  was  alleged  that 
the  accused  offered  a  valuable  consideration  to  a  voter  to  induce  him  to 
vote,  and  that  he  afterwards  gave  him  a  cardigan  jacket.  Of  course,  any- 
body who  gave,  or  promised,  or  undertook  to  give,  anything  in  the  nature 
of  money  or  any  other  valuable  consideration  whatever  for  a  voter  to  vote, 

1 


2  BRIBERY. 

either  at  a  municipal  or  Parliamentary  election,  was  guilty  of  bribery,  and 
it  was  an  offence  which  was  justly  punishable." 

It  does  not  matter  when  the  valuable  consideration  is  received.  It  is 
sufficient  if  it  be  given — at  any  time— as  an  inducement  either  to  vote,  or 
not  to  vote,  at  a  particular  election.  The  bribery  may  take  place  by 
benefiting  the  voter's  family,  if  the  intention  be  to  influence  his  vote. 

Examples : — Lady  canvassers  are  very  apt  to  promise  soup  and  food 
tickets,  hospital  and  convalescent  home  orders,  &c.,  to  a  voter  or  to  members 
of  his  family.  This  is  bribery,  and  it  is  immaterial  when  the  tickets  arc 
given  if  the  intention  is  to  influence  the  voter. 

Cigars  sent  round  at  a  meeting,  or  drinks  at  the  door  when  leaving, 
are  as  illegal  as  is  the  gift  of  a  £10  note. 

Tickets  for  banquets,  entertainments,  &c.,  sold  at  a  price  far  below  the 
cost  of  the  proceedings,  the  balance  being  made  up  by  the  candidate,  is 
bribery. 

Betting  long  odds  with  a  voter  that  he  will  not  vote  for  a  certain 
candidate  is  simply  another  Avay  of  giving  him  money. 

Bribery  Defined. 
It  is  illegal  for 
any  gift,  loan,  promise    1  K.ith   the  intention  of 

of  money  or  money  s     |    to    be    made    to   any    |  jj^^^^jj  ^.^^^^ 

worth,  or  offer  or  pro-    \  voter  (or  to  any  member  \  ^.^j^^^,  ^^  ^.^,^  ^^^,  ^^   ^^_ 
mise   of    situation    or 
employment 

It  is  immaterial  whether  the  act  be  committed  before,  during,  or  after 
the  election. 

It  is  immaterial  whether  the  act  be  direct  or  indirect ;  e.g.,  giving  money 
for  bribing  purposes  is  committing  the  offence  of  bribery. 

Payment  for  broken  time,  or  allowing  wages  in  "playing"  time  to 
induce  voters  to  vote  for  a  particular  candidate,  is  bribery.  [Note. — An 
employer  may  allow  all  his  men  "  off"  to  vote,  without  stopping  pay.] 

Payment  of  a  voter's  travelling  expenses  is  equivalent  to  bribery. 

The  persons  bribing,  bargaining  to  bribe,  bribed  or  bargaining  to  be 
bribed,  are  equally  guilty. 

This  offence  is  the  most  serious  known  to  election  law,  the  penalty 
being  up  to  twelve  months'  imprisonment,  with  or  without  hard  labour,  or 
a  fine  of  £200,  together  with  loss  of  electoral  privileges  for  seven  years. 

Committed  by  a  candidate,  the  seat  is  lost,  and  inability  for  ever  to 
sit  for  the  constituency  attaches  to  him. 

Committed  by  an  agent,  election  void,  candidate  incapable  of  sitting 
for  the  constituency  for  seven  years.  Agent,  if  a  solicitor,  may  be  struck 
off  the  rolls,  and  if  a  barrister,  may  be  disbarred. 

Candidate. 

As  to  persons  who  are  ineligible  for  membership  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  see  "Rogers  on  Elections"  (189.5),  vol.  ii.  pp.  1-52. 

A  candidate's  first  duty  is  the  appointment  of  an  Election  Agent. 


f        ,    ,    r      -1  \  I  either  to  vote  or  to   ab- 

of  a  voter s  farinlii)  \    j  ■     s  i- 

■'  J        if  I  stain  from  voting. 


CANDIDATE.  3 

Having  fixed  the  Election  Agent's  fee,  the  candidate  should  place  an 
arranged  sum  in  the  bank  for  election  purposes,  giving  his  agent  authority 
to  draw  on  it. 

No  step  of  importance  should  be  taken  before  consultation  with  the 
Election  Agent  and  one  or  two  leading  supporters. 

It  is  wise  for  a  candidate  to  pay  for  nothing  except  his  own  petty 
personal  expenses ;  the  Election  Agent  is  the  person  to  make  all  other 
payments. 

If  a  candidate  spends  more  than  £100  on  his  personal  expenses,  the 
excess  counts  in  the  legal  limit  for  the  election,  and  must  be  paid  by  the 
Election  Agent. 

During  an  election  it  is  advisable  neither  to  give  nor  to  promise 
presents ;  to  give  no  "  tips,"  to  deprecate  all  questionable  methods  of 
electioneering,  and  immediately  to  disavow  all  proceedings  which  are,  or 
appear  to  be,  of  the  nature  of  corrupt  and  illegal  practices. 

A  candidate  should  guard  against  being  persuaded  to  give  or  to 
promise  to  give  any  of  the  following : — ■ 

Orders  for  food,  fuel,  or  clothes,  or  tickets  for  hospitals,  orphanages 
or  convalescent  homes,  either  for  voters  or  their  families. 

Subscriptions  to  churches,  chapels,  or  associations,  on  the  under- 
standing that  their  support  will  be  obtained. 

Such  proceedings  are  known  as  "colourable"  charity,  i.e.,  charity 
proceeding  from  a  corrupt  motive. 

Lavish  expenditure  on  personal  and  household  matters  in  a  con- 
stituency is  merely  another  means  of  securing  the  votes  of  those  benefited, 
and  is  just  as  corrupt  as  direct  bribery. 

A  candidate  is  of  course  entitled  to  entertain  any  of  his  friends  or 
acquaintances  who  may  come  down  to  help  him ;  what  he  should  guard 
against  is  anything  like  "open  house." 

One  of  the  most  important  questions  a  candidate  has  to  ask  himself 
is.  When  do  my  expenses  begin  ? 

Often  candidates — though  labelled  "  prospective  "  or  "  probable  " — are 
really  chosen  years  before  an  election,  and  generally,  it  must  be  admitted, 
by  a  constituency  with  an  eye  to  the  main  chance.  In  the  meanwhile, 
registration  has  to  be  kept  going,  and  subscriptions  from  all  quarters  are 
demanded. 

Unless  an  election  is  known  to  be  imminent,  this  expenditure  may  be 
regarded  as  ordinary  party  expenditure,  and  need  not  be  included  in  the 
•election  expenses. 

The  real  questions  are — Was  the  election  known  to  be  imminent  ?  and 
was  the  expense  incurred  with  the  view  of  promoting  the  return  of  a 
particular  candidate  rather  than  for  the  party  benefit  generally  ?  If  these 
questions  are  answerable  only  in  the  affirmative,  then  the  expenses 
incurred  are  election  expenses. 

Candidates  are  not  obliged  to  spend  the  whole  amount  of  money 
allowed  by  law  for  election  expenses.  No  more  ought  to  be  spent  than 
is  necessary. 

Candidates  on  a  personal  canvass  are  better  accompanied  by  one  or 
more  supporters,  not  only  for  purposes  of  introduction,  but  in  order  to 
prevent  manufactured  charges  of  corrupt  and  illegal  practices. 


4  CANDIDATE. 

Candidates  have  a  right  of  entrance  to  any  polling  booth  and  to  the 
counting  room. 

The  following  returns  must  be  made  by  a  candidate  : — 

(1)  Written  statement  of  the  amount  of  personal  expenses  paid  by 
him  within  fourteen  days  of  the  day  of  declaration  of  the  election.  This 
must  be  sent  to  the  Election  Agent.  Up  to  £100,  merely  the  amount 
need  be  stated  ;  if  over  £100,  details  must  be  given. 

(2)  Statutory  declaration  respecting  the  election  expenses  within 
thirty-five  days  of  the  day  of  declaration  of  the  election  (i.e.,  at  the  same 
time  the  Election  Agent  sends  in  his  return),  or  within  seven  days  after 
the  Election  Agent  has  sent  in  his  return.  [Appendix,  p.  59,  Sched.  II. 
part  i.  of  the  Act.  Form  1.  If  nominated  in  his  absence,  the  candidate 
must  use  Form  4  (p.  62).     (Sched.  II.  part  i.).] 

Personal  Expenses  of  Candidate. — The  candidate  may  himself  pay  all 
expenses  up  to  £100  reasonably  incurred  in  travelling,  hotels,  &c.,  for 
the  purposes  of  his  election  (s.  31  (1)).  As  to  what  are  reasonable 
expenses,  see  s.  64.  Any  sum  beyond  £100  must  be  paid  by  the  Election 
Agent,  and  such  sums  necessarily  count  towards  the  total  of  authorised 
legal  expenditure. 

A  candidate  who  sets  up  an  establishment  in  a  constituency  and  lives 
there  for  some  time  previous  to  the  election,  need  not  include  his  house- 
hold expenses  in  the  return.  Otherwise,  if  he  takes  the  house  only  for 
the  election  period.  In  any  case,  it  is  advisable  that  no  more  than 
current  prices  be  given  for  anything  supplied  to  the  household. 

Canvassers  and  Canvassing". 

//  is  ilkf/al  to  employ  paid  canvassers  (s.  17  (1)  and  Sched.  I.  parts  i.  and 
ii.),  but  the  agent  is  entitled  to  expend  money  on  canvass  cards,  papers, 
pencils,  registers,  &c. ;  such  expenditure  is  allowable  under  miscellaneous 
expenses.  A  candidate,  agent,  or  sub-agent  who  commits  the  offence  of 
illegal  employment  is  guilty  of  an  illegal  practice  (s.  21  (2)).  This  does 
not  prevent  any  paid  election  agent,  sub-agent,  clerk,  or  messenger  from 
being  made  use  of  as  a  canvasser,  if  he  is  not  otherwise  occupied. 

//  is  illef/al  to  employ  as  a  voluntary  canvasser  any  person  who,  within 
seven  years,  has  been  found  guilty  of  any  corrupt  practice  at  a  Parlia- 
mentary election,  and  the  election  would  be  rendered  void  by  such  emplo}^- 
ment  (31  .^  32  Vict.  c.  125,  s.  44). 

Politically,  a  canvasser  is  one  who  solicits  or  persuades,  or  attempts  to 
persuade  or  to  solicit,  any  person  to  vote  or  to  abstain  from  voting. 

It  is  important  here  to  notice  what  is  xmyme.nt  as  meant  by  the  Act 
(s.  64). 

The  expression  includes  any  pecuniary  or  other  reward,  office,  place, 
employment,  valuable  security,  or  other  equivalent  for  money. 

Canvassers  must  be  wholly  voluntary. 

They  must  be,  during,  before  or  after  the  election,  (1)  neither  given 
nor  promised  money,  or  money's  worth — such  as  refreshments,  promises 
of  employment,  iV'c. 

[Note. — This  must  be  carefully  borne  in  mind.  It  is  too  often  the 
custom  to  provide  light  refreshments  for  canvassers  during  their  work. 
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Such  are  distinctly  money's  worth,  constituting  payment,  and  therefore 
make  an  illegal  hiring.  It  would  not,  of  course,  be  illegal  for  two  or 
three  canvassers  to  refresh  themselves  at  the  house  of  a  friend  ;  but  if 
the  refreshment  is  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  candidate,  the  act  is 
illegal.  Nor  is  a  supporter  allowed  to  provide  refreshments  for  the  can- 
vassers, because  none  other  than  the  candidate  is  allowed  to  incur  any 
expense  in  connection  with  his  return,  and  this  would  be  an  "illegal 
hiring."  On  the  other  hand,  a  supporter  of  the  candidate  would  do  no 
harm  in  asking  friends — who  turn  out  to  be  canvassers — to  "  drop  in  " 
and  have  some  refreshments.  What  must  be  carefully  guarded  against  is 
a  state  of  things  which  enables  the  agent  to  say  to  his  canvassers — "You 
North  Ward  people  will  find  something  to  eat  and  drink  between  one  and 
two  at  the  John  Street  Committee  Room,  and  Mr.  Jones  of  6  Brook  Street 
has  kindly  arranged  to  have  tea  going  between  four  and  six  for  the  ladies 
canvassing  in  his  district."] 

Canvassing  is  fraught  with  many  risks,  as  a  volunteer  canvasser  recog- 
nised by  the  candidate's  organization  is  for  all  practical  purposes  his  agent, 
and  if  this  agent  during  the  course  of  his  self-imposed  duty  commits  an 
illegal  or  corrupt  practice,  the  candidate  suffers,  even  though  such  act 
may  be  in  direct  opposition  to  his  express  instructions. 

The  usual  practice  in  canvassing  is  to  take  the  polling  district  (with 
subdivision  into  streets,  squares,  &c.)  as  the  unit.  Each  unit  should  be 
in  charge  of  a  thoroughly  trustworthy  person  at  the  local  headquarters, 
and  the  canvassers  of  the  unit  should  come  for  all  information  to  their 
own  centre  alone.  Usually  the  working  parties  of  canvassers  are  put 
under  the  charge  of  one  of  their  number,  who  arranges  meetings  to 
exchange  experiences,  and  provides  for  the  application  of  help  where 
most  needed. 

In  many  places  women  are  most  enei'getic  and  effective  canvassers,  but 
they  should  be  warned  to  keep  a  tight  rein  on  their  advocacy. 

In  addressing  his  canvassers,  it  is  advisable  for  the  person  in  charge 
carefully  to  explain  to  them  the  law  as  to  bribery,  treating  and  undue 
influence  (see  those  heads  herein),  and  to  see  that  a  copy  of  the  following 
instructions  is  handed  to  them,  and  explained  when  they  receive  their 
canvassing  cards : — 

1.  You  must  neither  give  nor  promise  to  give  at  any  time  any  money, 
nor  anything  of  money's  worth,  to  any  voter,  or  to  any  of  his  family,  with 
the  intention  of  securing  his  vote.  Every  breach  of  the  law  by  you  in 
your  canvassing  duties  renders  your  candidate  liable  to  an  expensive 
petition  and  to  the  loss  of  his  seat,  if  elected.  These  instructions  are 
compiled  from  election  law,  and  must  be  explicitly  carried  out. 

2.  You  must  never  treat,  nor  promise  to  treat,  any  voter  (or  any  of 
his  family),  with  the  intention  of  securing  his  vote. 

3.  You  must  neither  give,  nor  promise  to  give,  employment  to  any 
voter  (or  any  of  his  family)  with  the  intention  of  securing  his  vote. 

4.  You  must  never  promise  any  voter,  directly  or  indirectly,  that  if 
he  votes  for  your  candidate,  your  candidate  will  give  him  or  his  family 
emploj'^ment,  or  will  give  any  money  or  money's  worth  to  any  society, 
church,  chapel,  or  association  in  which  the  A'oter  is  interested. 

5.  You  must  never  promise  any  voter  that  if  he  votes  for  your  candi- 
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date,  you  or  the  candidate  will  give  him  or  his  family  any  charity,  hospital 
or  convalescent  home  ticket,  or  any  order  for  food  or  drink. 

6.  You  must  not  threaten  any  voter,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  that 
unless  he  votes  for  your  candidate  you  will  take  steps  to  cause  him  or  his 
family  loss  or  annoyance. 

7.  You  must  not  threaten,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  any  voter  that 
unless  he  votes  for  your  candidate  he  or  his  family  will  suffer  spiritual 
harm. 

8.  Y^ou  must  not  attack  the  personal  character  of  the  other  candidates, 
as  if  your  statements  were  proved  incorrect  your  candidate  might  lose  his 
seat. 

9.  You  must  neither  pay,  nor  offer  to  pay,  nor  promise  to  pay,  for  the 
conveyance  of  any  voter  to  the  poll. 

10.  You  must  not  press  yourself  on  voters  who  are  unwilling  to  see  you. 

11.  You  must  not  publish  a  false  statement  of  the  withdrawal  of  any 
other  candidate. 

12.  You  must  not  make  any  payment,  however  small,  nor  must  you 
incur  any  liability,  on  account  of  any  matter  connected  with  the  election. 

13.  You  must  secure  all  the  information  you  can  as  to  the  deaths, 
removals,  absence  and  bad  illness  of  voters,  and  general  political  feeling 
in  your  district,  and  report  everything  that  seems  of  interest  on  returning 
to  your  committee  room. 

14.  Your  careful  attention  to  the  detailed  instructions  given  on  your 
canvassing  cards  will  greatly  assist  the  working  of  the  election. 

BecaiyJing  Results  of  the  Canvass. — The  local  centre  should  be  supplied 
with  four  copies  of  the  register  (covering  the  area  dealt  with) ;  canvass 
cards  [Appendix,  p.  83,  Form  6]  ;  canvassers'  name-sheet ;  forms  for  daily 
return  of  canvass  [Appendix,  j).  84,  Form  7]. 

One  copy  of  the  register  is  for  daily  use,  one  copy  for  the  polling 
agent,  and  one  for  cutting  up  and  making  wall-sheets  for  use  on  the  polling 
day. 

Instructions  to  Person  in  Charge. 

1.  Keep  a  record  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  canvassers,  and  of 
the  cards  issued  to  them. 

2.  Accept  no  card  as  complete  until  everything  possible  concerning 
the  voter  has  been  ascertained. 

3.  Divide  the  returned  cards  into  four  bundles  : — {a)  For  ;  {h)  Against ; 
(c)  Dead,  not  expected  to  vote.  Duplicates,  Disqualified  ;  {d)  Removals. 

4.  As  to  (a)  File  carefully  and  sort  in  order  into  streets,  squares, 
villages,  &c.  {i.e.,  the  particular  area  covered  by  the  canvasser),  first  noting 
and  recording  every  instruction  as  to  conveyances,  i^c,  for  the  polling 
day. 

5.  {h)  May  be  filed  and  put  away,  if  you  are  quite  certain  nothing 
can  be  done  to  alter  the  opinions  expressed. 

6.  {(■)  Must  be  filed  and  carefully  noted  for  personation  purposes. 

7.  ('/)  liemovals  may  be  (1)  quite  out  of  the  constituency,  or  (2)  into 
another  part  of  it ;  in  the  first  case,  obtain  all  the  information  you  can, 
and  send  the  card  to  the  Central  Committee  Rooms  ;  in  the  second,  ascer- 


CANVASSERS    AND    CANVASSING. 


tain  the  whereahouts  of  the  roter  and  send  his  card  to  the  Central  Com- 
mittee Rooms  to  be  forwarded  on  to  the  other  district,  to  be  there  dealt 
with. 

8.  You  will  probably  receive  inquiries  from  other  constituencies  as  to 
removals.  Ask  your  canvassers  to  inquire  and  to  give  you  what  informa- 
tion they  can  get.  Forward  the  result  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  Central 
Committee  Rooms.  (Note. — Canvass  cards  used  for  removals  should  be 
coloured.) 

9.  Mark  your  register  each  day  before  putting  the  day's  cards  away. 

10.  Make  up  a  canvass  return  each  day  and  send  it  to  the  Central 
Committee  Rooms,  retaining  a  duplicate.     [Appendix,  p.  84,  Form  7.] 

11.  Get  your  canvass  completed  as  quickly  as  possible,  consistently 
with  accuracy. 

12.  On  the  day  preceding  the  poll,  mark  your  polling  agent's  register 
from  your  own  copy,  and  be  most  careful  to  give  the  fullest  information 
as  to  "Dead,"  "Too  ill  to  vote,"  "Too  far  away  to  vote,"  "Duplicate," 
"  Disqualified  "  by  employment  for  payment  at  election,  or  by  being  found 
guilty  of  election  oftences.  Wherever  possible,  these  notes  should  be 
accompanied  by  the  "  political  mark  "  of  the  voter.  See  that  your  polling 
agent  is  thoroughly  grounded  in  these  marks,  and  point  out  to  him  any 
particular  name  you  have  reason  to  think  should  be  watched  with  extra  care. 

13.  On  the  day  preceding  the  poll,  cut  up  another  copy  of  the 
register  and  paste  it  on  cardboard  for  the  wall,  having  first  put  in  the 
"political  marks."     This  is  for  use  on  the  polling  day. 

Carriages  and  Conveyance  of  Voters  to  the  Poll. 

It  is  illegal,  knowingly,  to 

Public  Stage  or 
Hackne}'  Carriage, 

or 
horse  or  other 
animal  kept  or  used 
^    for  drawing  the  same, 

or 
carriage  horse  or 
other  animal  kept  or 
used  or  let  out  for  hire, 

-Where  electors  have  to  cross  the  sea,  or  a  branch  or  arm 
thereof,  to  reach  their  polling  place,  their  conveyance  may  be  paid  for  by 
a  candidate  (see  s.  48).] 

[XOTE. — The  hiring  of  a  carriage  by  any  elector,  at  his  own  cost,  to 
convey  himself  to  the  poll,  is,  of  course,  allowable  (s.  14  (3) ).] 

Shortly,  the  use  of  any  horse,  carriage,  or  motor  car  which  may  be 
employed  for  public  hire  is  prohibited  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  voters 
to  or  from  the  poll.  If  the  answer  to  the  question— Is  the  animal  or 
vehicle  or  motor  car  commonly  used  for  hire  1  is  in  the  affirmative,  then 
such  animal  or  vehicle  or  car  must  not  be  used  for  election  purposes.  Its 
public  use  excludes  it  for  election  purposes.  Voluntary  assistance  alone, 
in  the  matter  of  conveyances,  has  to  be  relied  on. 


Let, 
Hire, 

Lend, 
Borrow, 
Employ, 
L'se, 


[Exception. 


for  the  conveyance  of 
electors  to  or  from 
the  poll  (s.  14(1)  (2)). 
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It  is  usual,  in  some  places,  for  the  agent  to  send  out  a  preliminary 
letter  asking  for  carriage  help,  and  to  send  details  when  the  polling  day 
is  fixed.  It  is  better,  it  is  submitted,  for  the  agent  to  find  out  from  his 
committee  and  workers  who  are  likely  lenders,  and  then,  when  the  polling 
day  is  fixed,  to  circularise  them.     [Appendix,  p.  85,  Form  8.] 

Although  it  is  illegal  to  hire  men,  horses,  or  carriages,  it  is  not  illegal 
for  a  master  to  "let  a  man  off"  to  work  at  the  election,  and  still  to  pay 
him  for  the  broken  time. 

The  first  care  must  be  for  those  who  cannot  poll  without  help.  The 
names  of  the  sick  and  invalid  will  have  been  brought  in  by  canvassers  to 
local  committee  rooms,  and  the  times  there  noted  when  the  conveyances 
will  be  required.  These  notes  will  in  the  ordinary  course  have  been 
reported  to  the  Central  Committee  Rooms,  so  that  it  will  be  known  there 
how  many  carriages  are  needed  in  a  given  district.  Often  there  are  many 
voters  working  at  some  distance  from  the  polling  station  whom  it  would 
greatly  convenience  to  be  driven  there,  and  canvassers  should  do  their  best 
to  find  this  out,  make  up  a  party,  and  inform  their  voters  that  a  convey- 
ance will  be  ready  for  them  on  the  polling  day  at  the  time  fixed.  They 
should  themselves  fetch  and  poll  these  men.  The  rush  of  such  voters  comes, 
in  the  towns,  at  the  dinner  hour  and  after  the  day's  work,  and  therefore 
the  canvassers  should  be  told  to  arrange  for  their  sick  and  infirm  voters  to 
be  taken  in  the  morning  or  the  afternoon,  when  the  bulk  of  the  people  are 
at  work. 

With  the  first  appearance  of  a  carriage  the  driver  should  be  told  his 
time  for  rest  and  refreshment  for  himself  and  horse,  and  a  place  indicated 
where  such  conveniences  can  be  found. 

Claims  by  Creditors.    See  Election  Expenses. 

Clear  Days. 

This  expression  is  often  used  in  official  instructions  for  sending  in 
notices,  &c. 

Illustration. — Polling  day  fixed  for  May  1.  Declaration  to  be  sent 
in  one  clear  day  before  polling  day. 

Time — April  29  {i.e.,  leaving  one  clear  day  (April  30)  before  May  1) ; 
if,  however,  April  30  be  a  legal  holiday  is  Sunday,  then  April  28  becomes 
the  time.     There  must  be  one  clear  (h'gal)  day. 

Clerks  and  Messengers.    See  Employment  for  Payment. 

Clubs.     See  Committee  Kooms. 

Committees. 

As  soon  as  convenient  after  his  appointment  the  Election  Agent  should 
summon  a  general  meeting  of  his  candidate's  supporters.  In  a  county 
great  care  should  l)e  taken  to  secure  the  attendance  of  representatives 
from  every  polling  district,  and  in  a  city  or  borough  from  every  ward. 
Care  should  also  l>e  taken  to  summon  all  those  members  of  local  authori- 
ties who  owe  their  election  to  party  effort.  The  duty  of  this  meeting 
is  to  select  an  election  comiaittee.  The  best  plan  is  for  the  agent,  previous 
to  the  meeting,  to  take  counsel  with  the  candidate  and  several  of  his  chief 
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supporters,  in  order  that  a  thoroughly  representative  list  may  be  drawn 
up,  not  forgetting  at  least  one  representative  from  each  polling  district. 
Local  jealousies  should  also  be  watched,  and  soothed  where  possible. 
After  a  few  words  from  the  agent  explaining  the  necessity  of  a  represen- 
tative committee,  the  list  which  has  been  drawn  up  should  be  submitted 
by  some  person  (who  has  been  previously  designated  for  the  work),  and 
accepted  en  bloc  by  the  meeting.  Power  should  then  be  given  the  com- 
mittee to  add  to  its  number,  but  this  power  should  be  sparingly  used. 
The  election  committee  having  been  constituted,  its  chairman  must  be 
appointed,  and  he  must  be  the  leading  supporter  of  the  candidate  in 
the  constituency.  This  office  will  of  course  have  been  arranged  before- 
hand between  candidate,  agent  and  chief  supporters.  In  any  case 
the  chairman  must  be  alert,  vigorous,  and  able  to  give  plenty  of  time 
to  the  work,  and  he  must  not  be  in  any  way  unpopular,  or  connected 
Avith  any  unpopular  undertaking  or  body  in  the  district.  A  vice-chair- 
man should  be  appointed  and  also  a  secretary,  though  in  most  constitu- 
encies the  latter  post  is  properly  filled  by  the  Election  Agent. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  committee  the  Election  Agent  should 
explain,  so  far  as  he  is  then  able,  the  details  of  the  proposed  organisation, 
and  should  then  proceed  to  warn  the  committee — (1)  That  its  members 
are  collectively  and  individually  agents  of  the  candidate  for  the  purposes 
of  the  election,  and  (2)  that  any  illegal  act  committed  by  them  will 
probably  cause  him,  if  elected,  the  loss  of  his  seat,  besides  subjecting  him 
and  themselves  to  various  severe  penalties,  such  as  heavy  fines,  and 
possibly  imprisonment  and  loss  of  electoral  privileges. 

It  should  then  be  explained,  quite  shortly,  what  constitutes  bribery, 
treating,  vmdue  influence,  personation,  and  illegal  hiring  and  payments, 
and  the  more  homely  the  illustrations  given  the  better  will  these  offences 
be  understood  and  avoided. 

That  under  no  cii'cumstances  should  the}^  ever  pay  any  money  for 
any  purpose  whatever  connected  with  the  election,  cannot  be  too  strongly 
impressed  on  the  members  of  the  committee. 

In  a  similar  way,  local  committees  should  be  constituted  in  the 
polling  districts  of  counties  and  wards  of  cities  or  boroughs  by  the  sub- 
agent,  if  there  is  one,  or  by  the  agent — who  must  leave  some  competent 
person  in  charge — if  it  is  decided  not  to  have  a  sub-agent  in  any  particular 
place.  On  these  local  committees  workers  particularly  are  wanted,  as 
their  main  duties  will  probabh^  be  canvassing. 

Local  committees,  as  a  rule,  possess  zeal  rather  than  discretion,  so 
that  the  Election  Agent's  representative  should  be  particularly  careful 
to  warn  them  of  the  various  legal  pitfalls  in  their  path,  and  should 
exhort  individuals  to  come  to  him  when  in  the  least  doubt  or  difficultv. 

In  forming  any  committee  for  election  purposes,  whether  central  or 
local,  the  committee  of  any  existing  association  should  never  be  adopted 
en  bloc,  otherwise  there  may  be  taken  over  with  it  liabilities  for  past 
actions  and  past  expenditure  most  inconvenient  and  embarrassing  to  a 
candidate.     Let  every  committee  be  constituted  afresh. 

The  duties  of  committees  should  be  clearly  indicated,  and  the  times  of 
meeting  made  known  to  their  members. 

The  duties  of  a  local  committee,  other  than  canvassing,  consist  in 


10  COMMITTEES. 

examining  and  discussing  the  canvass  returns,  advising  as  to  the  holding 
of  meetings,  communicating  all  useful  information  they  may  acquire,  and 
generally  acting  as  missionaries  on  their  candidate's  behalf. 

Committee  Rooms. 

[Note. — As  committee  rooms  must  be  hired  by  the  Election  Agent,  or 
his  sub-agents,  it  follows  that  until  the  appointment  of  the  Election 
Agent,  no  legal  hiring  can  be  done.] 

The  Act  gives  no  definition  of  committee  rooms,  but  excludes  from 
the  term  the  dwelling-place  of  the  candidate,  and  provides  that  because 
a  candidate  addresses  workers  or  others  in  a  room,  such  room  does  not 
necessarily  acquire  the  character  of  a  committee  room  (s.  64). 

For  election  purposes  a  committee  room  may  be  regarded  as  a  room, 
or  set  of  rooms,  where  the  business  of  forwarding  a  candidature  is  going 
on  continually,  and  where  friends  and  workers  have  free  access  for  the 
purpose  of  being  properly  advised  and  directed. 

It  is  illegal  to  have  a  committee  room  (s.  20) — 

(1)  On  any  premises  licensed  far  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor;  whole- 

sale or  retail. 

(2)  On  premises  where  intoxicating  liquor  is  sold  to  any  members  of  a 

club,  other  than  a  permanent  political  club. 

(3)  On  2)remises]where  food  and  drink  are  sold  for  consumption  thereon. 

(4)  On  the  premises  of  any  public  elementav)/  school. 

(1)  On  any  premises  licensed  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor, 
either  by  wholesale  or  retail. 

It  is  immaterial  whether  the  licence  be  issued  by  Justices  or  by  the 
Inland  Eevenue  authorities,  the  test  is  (a)  the  licence  issued  for  (b)  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquor.  Within  this  proviso  would  be  included  the 
ordinary  public-house  (whether  with  an  on  or  off,  or  both  licences),  the 
premises  of  grocers  selling  wine  or  liquor,  wine  and  spirit  merchants, 
brewers,  cider  or  perry  dealers,  and  taverns  and  railway  bars. 

(2)  On  premises  where  intoxicating  liquor  is  sold  to  any  members  of 
a  club,  other  than  a  permanent  political  club. 

The  exception  above  needs  some  consideration,  and  is  intended  to 
meet  those  cases  where  clubs  come  into  being  just  before  an  election  and 
end  their  existence  with  the  polling  day.  Such  places  are  obviously 
7nala  fide,  and  no  agent  who  desired  to  secure  a  safe  seat  for  his  candi- 
date would  consider  their  possibility  for  a  moment. 

The  position  of  a  candidate  with  regard  to  a  liquor-selling  club  is  one 
of  some  danger,  and  whatever  may  be  the  desire  of  those  interested,  it 
is  always  safer  never  to  have  a  committee  room  in  any  such  club. 

A  candidate  cannot  forget  that  his  committee  are  practically  uncon- 
trolled agents  for  the  purpose  of  winning  him  the  seat,  and  a  convivial 
evening  in  a  club  to  which  guests  are  usually  invited,  following  on  a 
committee  meeting,  may  easily  become  a  matter  of  "treating."  If  a 
committee  room  must  be  in  a  club,  let  it  be  shut  off  from  the  rest  of  the 
club  if  possible,  but  in  any  event  strict  orders  must  be  given  that  neither 
food  nor  drink  must  ever  be  served  in  it. 

(3)  On  promises  where  food  or  drink  are  sold  for  consumption  thereon. 
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The  object  here  again  is  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  treating,  and, 
needless  to  say,  the  drink  need  not  be  alcoholic.  It  would  be  illegal,  for 
instance,  to  accept  the  loan  of,  or  to  hire,  even  as  a  little  outside  com- 
mittee room,  any  part  of  the  premises,  say  of  a  small  confectioner  who 
occasionally  supplied  customers  with  food  which  they  consumed  in  his 
shop. 

(4)  On  the  premises  of  any  public  elementary  school. 

Premises  here  include  every  part  of  the  school.  Playground,  master's 
house,  outbuildings,  <S:c. 

If  any  part  of  the  above  premises  (1),  (2),  (3) — 

(a)  Is  ordinarily  let  for  the  purpose  of  arbitrations,  public  meetings, 

&c.,  and 

(b)  Has  a  separate  entrance,   and  no  direct  communication  with 

the  prohibited  area, 
such  part  may  be  hired  or  borrowed  for  use  as  a  committee  room. 

[Note. — Whether  premises  are  separate  or  not  is  often  a  difficult  point 
at  any  time,  and  in  the  hurry  of  an  election  it  is  far  better  not  to  take 
any  risks  in  hiring  such  places.] 

The  number  of  committee  rooms  which  may  be  hired  is  strictly  limited, 
and  varies  with  the  size  of  the  constituency. 

As  many  rooms  may  be  borrowed  for  use  as  committee  rooms  as  the 
agent  cares  to  ask  the  loan  of,  but  the  number  of  hired  rooms  is  strictly 
limited.     (Sched.  I.  pai-t  ii.) 

In  a  County  Division  there  may  be  hired  (a)  one  central  committee 
room  and  (b)  one  committee  room  for  each  polling  district,  but  where  the 
number  of  electors  therein  exceeds  500,  one  additional  committee  room 
for  every  complete  500  electors  in  such  district  over  and  above  the  first 
500.  [E.f/.,  Blankshire  West :  Polling  districts  of  Uphill  (408),  Down- 
dale  (2001),  and  Villages  (1200).  The  allowed  committee  rooms  (for  hire) 
would  be  a  total  of  seven  (one,  four,  and  two  respectively),  in  addition  to 
the  central  committee  room.] 

In  a  borough  there  may  be  hired  one  committee  room,  and  where  the 
number  of  electors  exceeds  500,  one  additional  committee  room  for  every 
500  electors  or  part  of  500.  [-£".//.,  4001  electors  would  entitle  the  agent 
to  hire  nine  committee  rooms,  while  with  3999  only  eight  would  be 
allowed.] 

Points  for  Election  Agent  in  Hiking  of  Committee  Eooms. 

1.  You  or  your  sub-agent  are  required  to  do  the  hiring. 

2.  Let  the  room  be  as  central  as  possible  for  the  convenience  of 
workers,  and  as  prominent  as  possible  for  the  convenience  of  the  public. 

3.  Do  not  hire  more  than  the  allowed  limit,  and  you  need  not  neces- 
sarily hire  all  the  law  allows. 

4.  In  view  of  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Act,  be  particularly 
informed  as  to  the  trade  of  the  lessor. 

5.  Remember  that  by  payment  money  alone  is  not  meant. 

6.  Be  certain  you  are  dealing  with  the  person  who  has  the  right  to  let. 

7.  Make  your  agreement  beforehand  in  writing,  and  fix  the  following- 
matters  then  : — 
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(a)  Exactly  what  space  you  have  hired,  (b)  Day  tenancy  begins  and 
day  ends,  (c)  Fire,  light,  cleaning,  attendance.  ((/)  Rent.  [See  Appen- 
dix, p.  86,  Form  9.] 

It  is  of  course  quite  allowalile  to  hire  suitable  premises  from  a  voter, 
but  the  consideration  which  he  is  to  receive  must  be  only  that  which 
would  ordinarily  be  paid  for  such  a  convenience,  otherwise  the  hiring 
may  be  deemed  "colourable,"  i.e.,  a  mere  cloak  for  bribery. 

It  may  be  that  on  a  polling  day  it  will  be  found  convenient  to  use  the 
house  of  some  supporter  living  near  the  polling  booth  as  an  extra  com- 
mittee room  for  workers  who  are  polling  their  promises  and  desire  to  be 
in  touch  with  the  polling  booth,  or  who  wish  to  send  messages  and  cannot 
leave  their  "  beat."  If  such  a  room  be  taken  either  on  loan  or  on  hire, 
every  consideration  which  has  already  been  mentioned  applies. 

The  AVork  of  a  Local  Committee  Room. 

Requisites  : — - 

(1)  Canvass  cards  for  the  area  covered  by  the  polling  district. 

(2)  Four  copies  of  the  register  (i.e.,  that  portion  of  the  register  cover- 
ing the  local  area). 

(3)  Stationery. 

(4)  Leaflets  and  spare  copies  of  candidate's  address. 

(5)  Copies  of  instructions  to  canvassers,  polling  clerks,  and  counting 
agents. 

(6)  Copies  of  statements  as  to  bribery,  treating,  &c. 

The  following  information  should  be  from  time  to  time  supplied  by 
local  workers  and  canvassers  as  to  the  condition  of  the  register  : — 

(1)  List  of  voters. 

(a)  Dead. 

(b)  Removed. 

(c)  Absent  and  unlikely  to  poll,  DisquaUjied. 

(d)  Too  ill  to  vote. 

(2)  Demands  for  literature  and  leaflets. 

(3)  Special  inquiries  as  to  candidate's  opinions. 

(4)  Carriages  required  on  polling  day — 

(1)  For  sick  voters. 

(2)  For  voters  Avorking  at  a  distance. 

(3)  For  those  who  need  not,  but  prefer,  to  ride. 

For  the  method  of  dealing  with  canvassers'  returns,  see  "  Canvassers 
and  Canvassing"  herein. 

[Note. — Food  and  drink  should  not  be  allowed  in  committee  rooms. 
Workers  in  the  rooms  ought  to  go  outside  for  refreshment.] 

Constables  Voting". 

A  constal)lc  on  duty  at  an  election,  if  serving  at  a  place  other  than  his 
polling  district,  may  nevertheless  vote  at  whatever  station  he  happens  to 
be  posted.  He  must,  however,  bring  a  certificate  from  his  Chief  Constable 
stating  his  name  and  number  in  the  police  force,  and  his  number  and 
descri[)tion  on  the  Register  of  Voters,  and  also  the  fact  that  he  is  being 
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employed  in  a  place  other  than  his  own  polling  district.    [Police  Disabilities 
Removal  Act  (50  Vict.  c.  9,  s.  2).] 

Corrupt  Practices.     See  Election  Offences. 

Counting"  Ag-ents. 

It  being  illegal  to  remunerate  counting  agents  as  such,  it  is  customary 
to  choose  them  from  the  paid  staff.  If  this  be  done,  the  appointment 
must  be  made  by  the  Election  Agent.     [Appendix,  p.  86,  Form  10.] 

There  may  be  as  many  volunteer  counting  agents  as  the  Returning 
Officer  cares  to  admit  :  these  are  appointed  by  the  candidate.  [Appendix, 
p.  87,  Form  10a.] 

The  Returning  Officer  must  be  notified  of  the  appointment  one  clear 
day  at  least  before  the  opening  of  the  poll.  The  following  are  disqualified  : 
Officials  connected  with  the  election,  and  their  partners  and  clerks  ;  per- 
sons previously  found  guilty  within  the  last  seven  years  of  corrupt 
practices. 

A  declaration  of  secrecy  ('/.r.  herein)  must  be  made,  and  this  attested 
declaration,  together  with  his  permit  to  attend  from  the  Returning  Officer, 
the  counting  agent  must  bring  with  him  to  the  counting  room.  His 
duties  are — 

(1)  To  see  that  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot  is  preserved. 

(2)  To  object  to  all  doubtful  votes  on  the  other  side. 

(3)  To  support  all  doubtful  votes  on  his  own  side. 

(4)  To  see  that  the  members  of  the  Returning  Officer's  staff  discharge- 
their  duties  properly. 

[Note. — Counting  agents  are  advised  to  read  over  Rules  31  36,  being 
part  of  Sched.  I.  of  the  Ballot  Act,  1872  {q.v.  Appendix,  p.  75),  relating 
to  the  counting  of  votes.] 

Declaration  of  Secrecy. 

The  Election  Agent  must  see  that  he  himself,  as  well  as  all  supporters 
of  the  candidate  who  have  obtained  permission  to  attend  the  counting  of 
votes,  and  all  personation  agents  and  counting  agents,  take  the  statutory 
declaration  of  secrecy  at  some  period  antecedent  to  the  opening  of  the 
poll.  This  declaration  may  be  taken  either  before  the  Returning  Officer 
or  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Those  who  are  to  make  the  declaration  of  secrecy  having  come  before 
the  Returning  Officer  or  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  section  4  of  the  Ballot 
Act,  1872  {q.v.  in  Appendix,  p.  68),  must  first  be  read  over  to  them  by 
the  person  taking  the  declaration,  after  which  each  one  must  make  the 
following  statutory  declai'ation.     (Sched.  II.  IhvJ.) 

I  solemnly  promise  and  declare.  That  I  will  not  at  this  election  for 
do  anything  forbidden  by  section  4  of  the  Ballot  Act,  1872, 
which  has  been  read  to  me. 

Election  Ag-ent. 

One  Election  Agent  is  allowed,  and  he  should  be  appointed  as  early 
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in  the  contest  as  possible,  for  by  him  must  be  made  all  payments  con- 
nected with  election  expenses. 

The  Election  Agent  should  be  invariably  a  man  with  considerable 
•experience  in  election  matters.  The  local  party  registration  agent  is 
often  given  the  post,  and  if  he  has  a  good  knowledge  of  election  law, 
•coupled  with  tact  and  good  address,  no  better  person  can  be  found. 

No  person  professionally  connected  with  the  Returning  Officer  or  any 
of  his  staff  may  be  appointed  ;  nor  may  any  person  found  guilty  of  any 
corrupt  practice  at  a  Parliamentary  election  within  seven  years  previous. 
With  these  exceptions  choice  is  unrestricted. 

The  name  and  address  of  the  Election  Agent  must  be  declared  in 
writing  to  the  Returning  Officer  by  the  candidate,  or  some  person  on  his 
behalf,  on  or  before  the  nomination  day  (24  (3) ).  The  address  is  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  those  concerned  to  know  where  all  claims,  notices, 
writs,  summonses,  and  documents  may  be  sent,  and  must  be  within  the 
<;ounty  or  borough  where  the  election  is  to  take  place,  or  within  a  county 
of  a  city  or  town  adjoining.     [Appendix,  p.  88,  Form  11.] 

The  appointment  is  revocable,  but  in  making  a  new  appointment 
fresh  notice  must  be  given. 

A  candidate  may  appoint  himself  his  own  Election  Agent,  but  such  a 
course  is  not,  for  obvious  reasons,  advisable. 

The  Election  Agent's  fee  should  be  definitely  agreed  on  before  his 
appointment  is  made,  and  the  terms  of  the  agreement  should  be  in 
writing. 

It  is  recommended  that  a  formal  agreement  be  drawn  up  between  the 
candidate  and  the  Election  Agent.  The  agreement  should  be  submitted 
to  each  party's  legal  advisers.  It  should  state  the  fee  to  be  paid,  the 
nature  of  the  work  to  be  done,  and  the  time  of  employment,  and  should 
make  provision  for  part  payment  in  case  of  the  agent's  death  or  in- 
capacity. 

The  duties  of  an  Election  Agent  are,  generally  speaking,  to  act  with 
diligence  and  skill,  and  to  keep  his  candidate,  his  staff  (both  paid  and 
voluntary)  and  himself,  out  of  all  the  many  pitfalls  dug  by  the  law,  and 
l)y  every  fair  means  to  seat  his  candidate.  He  must  watch  every  move 
of  the  other  side,  fair  or  foul,  see  that  all  his  staff,  paid  and  voluntary, 
are  thoroughly  instructed  in  their  duties,  and  warned  against  the  com- 
mission of  corrupt  and  illegal  practices. 

The  following  is  a  list,  as  nearly  as  possil)le  in  chronological  order,  of  the 
more  important  of  his  formal  duties.     [For  various  forms  see  Appendix.] 

Preliminary. 

1.  Notify  appointment  to  Returning  Officer,  and  advertise  your  name 
and  address  for  claims,  Sec. 

2.  Hire  Central  Committee  Rooms,  call  meeting  to  form  election 
committee.  Address  committee  on  corrupt  practices,  and  general  scheme 
of  organization  suggested. 

3.  Purchase  registers,  stationery,  <Sce.,  and  make  estimate  of  expendi- 
tui'e. 

4.  Make  arrangements  for  districts,  fixing  number  of  committee  rooms, 
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sub-agents,    &c.    (in  counties),    men  in   charge,    clerks    and    messengers 
required. 

5.  Appoint  sub-agents,  clerks  and  messengers,  and  notify  the  sub- 
agents'  appointments  to  the  Returning  Officer.  Notify  sub-agents  their 
limit  of  expenditure  and  give  them  their  instructions.  Advertise  their 
names  and  addresses  for  claims,  i^'c. 

6.  Fix  District  Committee  Rooms,  make  arrangements  for  their  hiring, 
and  instal  local  staft"  therein. 

7.  Issue  candidate's  address,  and  arrange  for  its  circulation. 

8.  Send  to  districts  canvassing  cards,  copies  of  registers,  i^c,  with 
instructions  as  to  procedure. 

9.  Make  arrangements  for  meetings  throughout  constituency,  and  for 
placarding,  printing  and  advertising. 

10.  Procure  and  circulate  leaflets,  &c. 

11.  Circularise  outvoters  and  address  agents  of  districts  where  un- 
certain outvoters  reside. 

12.  Inquire  as  to  probable  lenders  of  carriages,  and  circularise  them 
when  polling  day  is  fixed. 

Nomination. 

13.  Prepare  papers,  getting  nominations  from  as  many  local  centres 
as  seems  advisable  ;  attend  to  nominate  with  candidate  and  supporters. 
Have  candidate's  security  for  Returning  Officer's  expenses  ready. 

For  Polling  Day. 

14.  Issue  polling  cards  and  final  appeal  to  electors. 

15.  Send  detailed  instructions  to  outvoters. 

16.  Make  final  carriage  arrangements. 

17.  Appoint  polling  (personation  agents)  and  counting  agents,  and 
notify  both  set  of  appointments  to  the  Returning  Officer,  and  obtain  from 
him  necessary  pei-mits. 

18.  Issue  instructions  to  polling  and  counting  agents. 

19.  See  that  all  who  will  be  (1)  either  in  the  polling  booths,  or  (2) 
in  the  counting  room,  make  the  declaration  of  secrecy. 

20.  Issue  to  sub-agents  instructions  for  polling  day,  and  through  them 
instructions  to  workers. 

After  Election. 

21.  Issue  notices  to  creditors  to  send  in  all  claims  within  the  time 
fixed  by  statute. 

22.  Issue  and  circulate  address  of  thanks  for  support. 

23.  Receive  and  pay  all  legal  claims. 

24.  Send  in  own  and  candidate's  declarations  and  returns  of  expenses 
to  Returning  Officer. 

Election  Expenses. 

The  Limits  of  Expenditure. 

The  maximum  scale  is  set  out  in  the  Appendix,  p.  99,  Form  22. 
This  scale  is  not  inclusive  of — 
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(a)  The  Returning  Officer's  charges. 

(b)  The  candidate's  personal  expenses  up  to  £100. 

Having  ascertained  the  limit,  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expense 
should  at  once  be  prepared.  There  is  absolutely  no  need  to  estimate  up 
to  the  limit,  but  rather  is  it  advisable,  as  every  expense  cannot  be  fore- 
seen, to  leave  plenty  of  margin. 


Items  to  be  Estimated  For. 

Election  Agent  and  sub-agents. 

Polling  (personation)  agents. 

Clerks. 

Messengers. 

Hire  of  committee  rooms. 

Hire  of  rooms  for  public  meetings. 

Printing. 

Advertising. 

Distribution  of  address,  notices,  leaflets,  polling  cards. 

Canvassing  cards. 

Copies  of  register. 

Postage  and  telegrams. 

Stationery. 

Miscellaneous  (up  to  £200  allowed). 

Candidate's  personal  expenses  exceeding  £100. 

At  the  beginning  of  an  election  a  candidate  usually  places  a  definite 
sum  in  the  bank,  and  gives  his  agent  authority  to  draw  on  it  for  election 
purposes. 

Payment  out  of  Money. 

1.  Wherever  possible,  the  agent  should  pay  money  down,  as  by  so 
doing — 

(a)  Disputes  as  to  amount  due  are  avoided. 
(h)  Spending  can  be  checked  more  effectually. 

(c)  Accounts  are  greatly  simplified,  and  the  final  return  of  expenses 
will  be  much  easier  to  prepare. 

2.  Every  payment  made,  except  where  less  than  £2,  must  be  vouched 
for  by  a  l)ill  stating  the  particulars,  and  by  a  receipt  (s.  29  (1) ). 

3.  No  payment  should  be  made  until  the  agent  has  satisfied  himself 
that  the  law  allows  such  payment. 

[This  can  be  ascertained  by  the  perusal  of  the  Form  of  lieturn  of 
Election  Expenses  (Sched.  I.  parts  i.  ii.  iii. ;  and  Sched.  H.  part  i.] 

4.  Petty  expenses  (e.g.,  for  stationery,  postage,  telegrams,  &c.)  may  be 
paid  by  any  person  authorised  in  writing  by  the  Election  Agent  to  a  total 
amount  not  exceeding  that  named  in  the  authority  (s.  31  (3) ).  Statements 
of  money  so  paid,  with  particulars,  must  be  sent  to  the  agent  within  four- 
teen days  after  declaration  of  election  (s.  31  (4)). 

^).  In  accordance  with  4  (above),  sub-agents  should  have  their  written 
limit,  and  should  not  be  allowed  on  any  consideration  whatsoever  either 
to  pay,  or  to  incur  any  obligation  to  pay,  any  sum  beyond  their  limit. 
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6.  It  is  frequently  found  convenient  to  have  ready  for  immediate  use 
a  set  of  addressed  envelopes  for  all  voters,  in  case  the  necessity  to 
circularise  the  constituency  suddenly  arises.  Such  addressing  can  be 
done  in  each  polling  district. 

What  are  Election  Expenses? 

Such  are  any  expenses  incurred  "  on  account  of,  w  in  respect  of,  the  conduct 
or  management  of  an  election"  (ss.  27  (2),  28  (1)). 

Whether  any  particular  item  was  or  was  not  so  incurred  depends 
entirely  on  the  circumstances  of  each  case. 

No  contract  for  any  expenses  is  enforceable  against  a  candidate,  unless 
made  by  himself,  or  by  the  Election  Agent  or  his  sub-agent  (s.  27  (2)). 

The  following  need  not  be  included  in  election  expenses: — (1)  Regis- 
tration work  (but  this  must  not  be  a  mere  cloak  to  increase  the  legal  limit 
of  expenditure) ;  (2)  local  political  associations,  even  though  the  candidate 
is  benefited ;  (3)  meetings  in  the  constituency  in  between  elections ; 
(4)  political  lectures  by  local  or  outside  associations;  (5)  meetings  for  the 
selection  of  a  candidate. 

Generally  speaking,  the  liability  of  any  individual  /or  election  expenses 
starts  so  soon  as  he  begins  to  take  measures  to  promote  his  return,  i.e.,  he 
becomes  a  candidate  from  the  moment  he  holds  himself  out  as  a  person 
intending  to  contest  the  constituency. 

Any  election  expenses  incurred  before  the  apjjointment  of  an  Election  Agent 
must  nevertheless  l^e  paid  through  him,  as  he  is  the  person  legally  respon- 
sible for  their  return. 

All  election  expenses  must  be  paid  tvithin  twenty-eight  days  aitev  the  day 
of  declaration  of  election. 

Claims. — All  claims  must  be  sent  into  the  Election  Agent  within /owr- 
teen  days  after  the  day  of  declaration  of  election,  otherwise  such  claims  are 
barred.  The  day  after  the  election  the  agent  should  advertise  in  the  local 
press  a  Notice  to  Creditors,  and  also  send  a  notice  to  all  known  creditors, 
[xlppendix,  p.  89,  Form  12.] 

A  claim  not  paid  within  twenty-eight  days  is  deemed  a  "  disputed " 
claim,  and  may  l)e  sued  for  in  any  competent  Court,  and  in  case  judgment 
is  obtained  the  same  may  be  satisfied,  such  payment  being  excepted  from 
the  statutory  limitation  of  time  for  payment  of  claims  (s.  29  (7)  (8)). 

Return  of  Election  Expenses. 
[Appendix,  p.  60,  Form  3,  being  Sched.  II.  part  i.  of  the  Act.] 

A  return  of  all  election  expenses  must  be  transmitted  to  the  Returning 
Officer  by  the  Election  Agent  within  thirty-five  days  after  the  day  of  declara- 
tion of  election. 

The  fullest  details  are  required,  and  the  form  to  be  followed  will  be 
found  on  referring  to  the  Appendix,  p.  60,  Form  3. 

Form  of  Declarations  as  to  Expenses. 

[Sched.  II.  part  i.] 

This  return  must  be  accompanied  by  a  form  of  declaration   as   to 

o 
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expenses  made  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  (Sched.  II.  part  ii.).    [Appendix, 
p.  60,  Form  2.] 

At  the  same  time  as  the  Election  Agent  transmits  his  return  respecting 
the  election  expenses,  or  within  seven  days  afterwards,  the  candidate  must 
transmit  the  statutory  declaration  set  out  in  the  Appendix.  Form  of 
Declaration  as  to  Expenses  by  Candidate  (Sched.  II.  part  i.).  [Appendix, 
p.  59,  Form  1.] 

Election  Offences. 

Corrupt  Practices  (ss.  1-6). 

(1)  Bribery,  (2)  Treating,  (3)  Undue  Influence,  (4)  Personation  (all  of 
which  see  under  respective  headings). 

Penalties  for  (1)  (2)  (3).  Limit  of  twelve  months'  imprisonment  (with 
or  without  hard  labour),  or  a  fine  of  £200.  Disqualification  for  public 
office.  Not  allowed  to  vote  for  seven  years.  Payment  of  costs  of  election 
inquiry  in  certain  cases. 

In  (1)  (2)  persons  bribed  or  treated,  same  penalties. 

If  offence  committed  by  candidate,  seat  lost;  and  barred  to  him  for 
ever. 

In  (1)  (2)  (3)  if  offence  committed  by  agent,  election  void;  candidate 
barred  for  seven  years. 

In  the  case  of  personation.  The  offender  is  liable  to  two  years' 
imprisonment  with  hard  labour,  seven  years'  incapacity  for  office.  Agent 
in  fault,  candidate  loses  his  seat. 

Illegal  Practices  (ss.  7-12). 

Paying  for  conveyance  of  voters  to  and  from  the  poll. 

Paying  voter  (who  also  is  guilty)  for  advertising  bills  and  placards. 

[Note. — Not  if  it  be  in  the  voter's  ordinary  course  of  business.] 
Paying  for  unaxdhwised  committee  roams. 

[Note. — Unauthorised  either  as  to  number  or  situation.] 
Prohibited  voting,  or  inducing  prohibited  persons  to  vote. 

[Note.- — No  voter  employed  for  payment  may  vote  :  this  applies  in 
the  case  of  a  divided  borough  to  a  voter  in  any  one  of  its  divisions.] 
False  statement  as  to  withdrawal  of  candidate. 

Penalties. — Fine  of  up  to  £100;  not  allowed  to  vote  for  five  years. 
Committed  by  agent,  election  may  be  rendered  void. 

Illegal  Payment,  Employment,  Hiring  (ss.  13-21). 

Publishing  bills,  placards,  &c.,  withotct  printer's  name  and  address. 

Paying  for  bands  of  music,  flags,  torches,  election  favours,  rosettes,  &c. 

Lending  or  using  vehicles,  motor  cars,  or  animals  usually  kept  for  hire 
for  conveying  voters  to  or  from  the  poll. 

Employment  of  persons  in  excess  of  the  number  allowed  ;  or  of  pro- 
hibited persons. 

Using  committee  rooms  in  prohibited  places. 

Penalties. — Fine,  up  to  £100.  The  offence  of  illegal  payment,  employ- 
ment or  hiring,  if  committed  by  a  candidate,  election  agent,  or  sub-agent 
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(or — in  certain  cases — worker  authorised  by  the  candidate  or  his  agents), 
renders  an  election  void. 

It  is  often  found  convenient  to  make  up  a  placard  defining  shortly 
the  offences  of  bribery,  treating,  undue  influence,  personation  {q.v. 
under  their  various  headings),  illegal  practices,  and  illegal  payment, 
employment,  and  hiring,  as  set  out  above — and  exposing  the  same  in  all 
committee  rooms. 

Employment  fop  Payment. 

Persons  who  may  be  Paid  for  Working  at  an  Election. 

The  following  persons  may  be  legally  employed  for  payment  (Sched.  I. 
part  i.) : — 

In  counties  (including  Parliamentary  divisions  of  counties) — 
One  election  agent. 

One  deputy  election  agent  (sub-agent)  for  each  polling  district. 
One  clerk,  ^    at   Central   Committee   Room ;   if  the  total 

One  messenger,  J    number    of  electors  exceed    .5000    then  one 
additional  clerk  and  one  additional  messenger  may  be  em- 
ployed for  every  complete  5000  electors  or  number  of  electors 
above  any  complete  .5000. 
{E.g.,  4500  voters,  one  clerk  and  one  messenger ;  5001  voters,  two  clerks 
and  two  messengers,  and  so  on.) 

One  clerk,  )    for  each  polling  district ;  if  the  number  of 

One  messenger,  J    electors  in  the  polling  district  exceed    500 

then  one  additional  clerk  and  one  additional  messenger  may 

be  employed  for  every  complete  500  electors  or  number  of 

electors  above  any  complete  500. 

( E.(j.,  420  voters,  one  clerk  and  one  messenger  ;  510  voters,  two  clerks 

and  two  messengers,  and  so  on.) 

[Note. — The  number  of  clerks  and  messengers  employable  in  any 
polling  district  may  be  distributed  over  any  part  of  the  county  where 
their  services  are  required.] 

One  polling  agent  in  each  polling  station  (Sched.  I.  part  i.  (3) ). 
In  hm'oughs  (including  Parliamentary  divisions  of  boroughs) — 
One  election  agent. 

One  clerk  and  one  messenger.    The  conditions  which  govern  the 
extra  allowance  in  the  numbers  of  these  persons  are  the  same 
as  if  the  borough  be  regarded  as  a  county  polling  district.    In 
a   l;)orough  the  Central  Committee  Room  receives  no   extra 
consideration. 
One  polling  agent  in  each  polling  station  (Sched.  I.  part  i.  (3) ). 
[Note. — All    clerks    and     messengers    employed    for    payment    on 
behalf   of    the    candidate   at    an   election    must    be   appointed    by   the 
Election  Agent  himself  or  by  his  deputy  (sub-agent).     (See  Appendix, 
p.  95,  FornilT.)] 

If  any  paid  helper  be  an  elector,  he  is  prohibited  from  voting. 
No  person  convicted  of  illegal  practices  within  seven  years  of   the 
election  may  be  employed  for  payment. 
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False  statements. 

Anything  said  falsely  against  the  personal  character  or  conduct  of  a 
candidate  for  the  purpose  of  affecting  the  election  is  an  illegal  practice, 
and  is  dealt  with  under  the  Corrupt  and  Illegal  Practices  Prevention 
Act,  1895  (58  &  59  Vict.  c.  40),  q.v.  in  Appendix,  p.  81.  The  position  of 
a  candidate  implicated  by  a  supporter's  speech  is  clearly  ascertainable 
from  the  Act. 

It  is  illegal  to  publish  knowingly,  before  or  during  an  election,  a 
false  statement  of  the  withdrawal  of  another  candidate  (s.  9  (2) ). 

Fares,  Payment  of  Voters.    See  Carriages. 

Favours,  Cockades,  &c. 

Payment,  or  contract  to  pay,  for  bands  of  music,  torches,  flags,  banners, 
cockades,  ribbons,  or  other  marks  of  distinction  is  illegal  (s.  16).  Any 
such  payment  would  render  voidable  the  election. 

Nor  must  any  cockades,  ribbons,  or  other  marks  of  distinction  be 
given  to  a  voter  or  to  an  inhabitant  b}'  the  candidate  or  by  his  agents. 
There  is  (by  17  &  18  Vict.  c.  102,  s.  7)  a  fine  of  <£2  and  costs  for  every 
such  ofience.  Rosettes,  for  instance,  should  not  be  given  to  drivers  of 
conveyances  helping  to  poll  voters,  nor  little  favours  to  the  crowds  of 
children  which  often  hang  about  the  doors  of  committee  rooms. 

Forms.     See  Appendix,  pp.  82  et  seq. 

Hiring".      See  Employment  for    Payment,    Carriages,    Committee 

KOOMS. 

Illegal  Employment.    See  Employment  for  Payment. 

Illegral  Hiring.     See  Employment  for  Payment,  Carriages,  Com- 
.mittee  Rooms. 

Illegal  Payment.     See  Employment  for  Payment,  Carriages,  Com- 
mittee Rooms. 

Illegal  Practices.    See  Election  Offences, 

Joint-Candidates. 

Of  main  interest  as  to  the  question  of  the  limit  of  expenditure 
allowed.  (See  "Election  Expenses.")  Joint-candidature  may  be  entered 
upon  or  dissolved  at  any  time  during  an  election  for  a  constituency 
returning  two  members. 

(As  to  what  constitutes  joint-candidature,  see  Sched.  I.  part  v.  (4)  of 
the  Act.) 

Leaflets. 

Plenty  of  appropriate  leaflets  should  be  kept  in  stock,  both  at  the 
Central  and  Local  Committee  Rooms.  Party  headquarters  or  political 
clubs  or  associations  supply  these  at  a  fixed  sum,  and  it  is  far  cheaper  to 
get  them  direct  in  bulk  than  to  employ  local  labour.     Leaflets  may  be 
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distributed  at  meetings  by  hand  or  by  canvassers,  or  sent  by  post.  If  it 
is  desired  to  make  a  general  house  to  house  distribution,  it  is  better  to 
employ  an  advertising  contractor,  as  it  is  not  permissible  for  an  agent  to 
pay  persons  direct  for  distribution.  The  leaflet  is  often  a  useful  method 
of  contradicting  unscrupulous  stories  first  started  on  the  eve  of  the  poll. 

Licensed  Premises.     See  Committee  Rooms,  Public  Meetings. 
Meeting's.    See  Public  Meetings,  Committees. 

Nomination. 

Forms  of  nomination  are  obtainable  from  the  Returning  Officer  within 
certain  hours  duly  advertised  by  him. 

Every  nomination  must  be  in  writing,  and  must  be  subscribed  by  tioo 
registered  electors  and  assented  to  by  eight  other  electors.  [See  Appendix, 
p.  79,  Form  5,  being  Sched.  II.  of  the  Ballot  Act,  1872  ;  and  see  also  s.  1.] 

The  ten  persons  above  must  be  fully  qualified  as  voters,  a  place  on  the 
register  not  being  canclnsive  of  a  man's  right  to  vote. 

Fill  in  the  nomination  paper  before  any  sir/natures  are  attached. 

It  is  usual  to  send  in  from  ten  to  twenty  nomination  papers,  parth'  as 
a  safeguard  against  the  nomination  being  a  bad  one,  and  partly  as  a 
compliment  to  those  who  like  to  sign. 

It  is  often  the  custom  to  confine  a  nomination  paper  to  a  certain 
group  of  people  (i.e.,  from  the  point  of  view  of  religion,  trade,  special 
opinion,  Arc). 

Each  candidate  must  be  nominated  by  a  separate  nomination  paper. 
The  nomination  paper  must  be  delivered  to  the  Returning  Officer  within 
the  appointed  time  by  one  of  three  persons — (a)  the  candidate,  (b)  his 
proposer,  or  (c)  his  seconder. 

An  agent  cannot  legally  deliver  a  nomination  paper. 

Objections  must  be  made  at  the  time  the  nomination  paper  is 
delivered  or  immediately  after. 

The  Returning  Officer  has  jurisdiction  to  consider  objections  based  on 
the  form  of  the  nomination,  but  not  those  based  on  the  alleged  want  of 
qualification  of  a  candidate. 

A  candidate  may  be  nominated  in  his  absence. 

The  candidate,  or  his  representative,  is  required  to  tender  security 
for  his  proportion  of  the  Returning  Officer's  expenses.  The  amount 
depends  on  the  size  of  the  constituency  [Appendix,  p.  89,  Form  13].  Such 
secuiity  is  usually  given  by  deposit  of  Bank  of  England  notes,  cheques 
not  being  legal  tender. 

Outside  Help. 

Frequently  various  associations  and  clubs,  under  the  impression  that 
the  return  of  a  particular  candidate  will  be  of  benefit  to  their  propaganda, 
descend  upon  a  constituency  and  set  up  their  tents.  These  people  are 
extremely  embarrassing  to  an  agent,  and  it  will  be  best  for  him  to  give 
them  no  countenance.  Being  as  a  rule  paid,  the\'  might  be  deemed 
persons  employed  to  secure  the  return  of  a  certain  candidate  if  such 
candidate  in  any  way  allowed  them  to  join  his  forces.      The  Election 
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Agent  is  the  only  person  allowed  to  incur  any  expense  on  the  candidate's 
behalf,  consequently  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  recognise  the  outsiders. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  a  band  of  speakers  comes  down  to  propagate 
particular  principles  which  may  at  the  same  time  be  held  by  a  candidate, 
so  long  as  there  is  no  coalescing  with  the  candidate's  Avorkers,  and  an 
entirely  independent  campaign  is  carried  on,  the  proceedings,  though  not 
without  objection,  are  allowable.  The  root  trouble  of  the  whole  matter 
lies  in  the  fact  that  the  strangers  are  irresponsible,  and  entirely  outside 
the  control  of  the  Election  Agent.  The  above  note  does  not  refer  to  a 
speaker  who,  at  the  invitation  of  the  organization,  comes  into  the 
division  to  help  a  candidate  by  speaking  at  his  meetings.  Such  speaker 
may  not,  however,  be  paid  by  the  candidate. 

Outvoters. 

Non-resident  owners.  These  should  quite  early  be  circularised.  [Ap- 
pendix, p.  90,  Form  14.]  A  good  round-up  of  outvoters  often  turns  the 
scale  of  an  election.  In  sending  them  a  polling  card,  every  care  should 
be  taken — for  many  come  a  long  way — to  see  that  their  numbers  and 
polling  stations  are  given  correctly.  It  is  often  appreciated  by  them  if 
trains  going  and  returning  from  their  homes  are  looked  up  and  a  route 
indicated.  In  out-of-the-way  districts  it  is  as  well  to  get  them  to  name 
a  train,  and  to  arrange  to  have  them  met. 

When  the  replies  have  come  in  from  outvoters  and  the  polling  day 
is  known,  letters  should  be  sent  to  them  explaining  the  quickest  and 
best  route  of  coming  and  returning,  and  offering  to  meet  them  at  any 
station.  A  little  trouble  of  this  kind  often  ensures  a  vote  which  might 
otherwise  have  been  lost. 

Payments  on  Candidate's  Account. 

All  such  payments  must  be  made  by  the  Election  Agent  or  his  sub- 
agents,  and  the  latter  are  permitted  to  pay  only  such  amounts  as  they 
may  be  authorised  in  writing  by  the  Election  Agent.  Payment  by  any 
other  persons  is  illegal,  and  may  invalidate  the  election  (s.  28). 

Penalties.     See  Election  Offences, 
Personation. 

This  offence  is  committed  (1)  when  a  pei'son  applies  for  a  ballot 
paper  in  the  name  of  some  other  person,  whether  the  name  be  that  of 
a  person  living  or  dead,  or  of  a  fictitious  person  ;  or  (2)  when  a  person 
having  voted  once  at  the  election  applies  again  at  the  same  election  for 
a  ballot  paper  in  his  own  name. 

(See  the  Ballot  Act,  1872  (35  &  30  Vict.  c.  33),  s.  24  (Appendix,  p.  69).) 

Any  pei'son  aiding,  counselling,  abetting  or  procui'ing  the  commission 
of  this  offence  is  equally  guilty  with  the  personator. 

The  offence  is  a  coi'rupt  practice  :  punishment  up  to  two  years'  im- 
])risonment  with  hard  labour, and  seven  years'deprivatioii  of  electoral  rights. 

[See  also,  " Polling  Agents "  and  "Instructions  to  Polling  (Persona- 
tion) Agents,"  Appendix,  p.  93,  Form  16.] 
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Personation  Agents.    See  Polling  Agents. 

Polling  (Personation)  Agents. 

There  may  be  one  paid  polling  agent  for  each  polling  place  (s.  27 
(1)  Sched.  I.  Part  i.  (3)).  Unpaid  polling  agents  maybe  appointed  in 
any  number.  The  Keturning  Officer's  staft",  as  a  rule,  will  say  how 
many  polling  agents  are  required. 

It  is  usual  to  make  polling  agents  counting  agents  also,  as  the  latter 
position  may  not  be  a  paid  one. 

The  appointment  of  every  polling  agent  must  be  made  previous  to 
the  time  tixed  for  taking  the  poll,  and  notice  in  writing  of  his  name  and 
address  given  to  the  Returning  Officer,  and  if  the  polling  agent  is  also 
to  be  a  counting  agent,  one  dear  daijs  (q.r.  herein)  notice  before  the 
poll  is  required.     [Appendix,  p.  95,  Form  17.] 

Personation  agents  are  required  to  take  the  Declaration  of  Secrecy. 

Any  person,  other  than  one  connected  professionally  with  the 
Eeturning  Officer  and  his  staff",  or  one  who  has  been  convicted  of  corrupt 
practices,  may  be  appointed  to  act  as  a  personation  agent. 

But  if  an  elector,  and  paid,  a  personation  agent  must  not  vote. 

The  duties  of  a  personation  agent  are  the  detection  of  personation, 
and  for  this  purpose  he  must  be  supplied  with  a  marked  copy  of  the 
register,  and  the  meaning  of  every  mark  must  be  carefully  explained  to 
him.  (See  "Committee  Kooms.'"')  Suggested  instructions  are  printed  in 
the  Appendix^,  p.  93  [Form  16]. 

Polling  Cards. 

As  soon  as  the  polling  day  is  fixed,  a  polling  card  should  be  posted 
to  each  elector  bearing  his  correct  name,  address  and  number,  and  clearly 
indicating  where  he  must  vote.     (See  Appendix,  p.  96,  Form  18.) 

[XOTE. — There  must  be  no  attempt  by  means  of  the  form  or  wording 
of  the  card  to  give  the  impression  that  if  a  voter  does  not  vote  for  your 
candidate,  his  vote  will  be  lost.] 

Polling  Day. 

Instructions  to  Persons  in  Charge  of  Local  Committee  Rooms. 
FrejJarafion  for  Polling  Day. 

1.  Call  all  your  workers  together  on  the  eve  of  the  poll,  and  distribute 
among  them  your  bundles  of  canvassing  cards  (the  arrangement  of  these 
is  dealt  with  under  "  Canvassers  and  Canvassing  "),  all  of  which,  finished  or 
unfinished,  must  have  been  returned  to  you  before  the  meeting. 

2.  So  far  as  possible  give  the  workers  the  cards  of  those  voters  they 
have  canvassed. 

3.  See  that  your  carriage  list  is  prepared  and  exposed,  so  that  workers 
wanting  carriages  will  know  exactly  what  is  available. 
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4.  Mark  up  your  polling  agents'  registers  for  the  morrow's  poll,  and 
ascertain  whether  the  agents  have  taken  the  Declaration  of  Secrecy. 

5.  Prepare  the  register  wall-sheets  on  cardboard,  for  marking  off  the 
names  of  voters  as  they  poll.  The  sheets  should  be  fully  marked  with  all 
details  as  to  pledges,  removals,  &c. 

6.  Arrange  for  volunteer  "  tellers  "  to  attend  the  polling  stations  in 
order  to  mark  off  your  voters  as  they  poll. 

7.  Arrange  for  as  many  bicyclists  as  you  find  necessary  to  carry 
messages  between  polling  station  and  committee  rooms,  and  from 
workers  to  committee  rooms. 

8.  Make  your  workers  clearly  understand  that  they  must  provide  all 
their  own  refreshments. 

9.  Post  your  "tellers"  in  good  time,  and  send  every  half-hour  for  the 
cards  they  have  received  or  the  numbers  they  have  noted.  Mark  these 
votes  off  on  the  wall-sheets  as  soon  as  the  notes  come  in. 

10.  Watch  your  carriage  list,  and  do  not  send  waiting  carriages  away 
to  such  a  distance  that  they  cannot  be  had  when  required  according  to 
scheduled  arrangements. 

11.  Never  keep  any  workers  waiting  if  you  can  possibly  help  it. 

12.  Never  go  away  from  the  committee  room  without  leaving  some 
responsible  person  in  charge. 

Instructions  for  Workers  on  Polling  Day. 

1.  Poll  your  pledged  supporters  first,  deal  with  the  doubtfuls  after- 
wards.    Poll  everyone  as  early  as  they  will  go. 

2.  Note  carefully  the  times  you  require  carriages,  and  poll  your 
carriage  people  yourself.     Poll  the  infirm  first. 

3.  When  a  voter  is  known  to  have  polled,  write  "  voted  "  across  his 
canvass  card,  and  hand  it  in. 

4.  Visit  the  committee  rooms  occasionally,  and  compare  your  bundles 
of  cards  with  the  wall-sheets,  and  check  any  of  your  voters  who  have 
polled. 

5.  See  that  you  commit  no  election  offences.  Keep  a  watch  on  the 
other  side. 

Printing"  and  Advertising". 

So  soon  as  the  Election  Agent  has  been  appointed,  he  should  make  a 
careful  estimate  of  what  will  be  required  for  printing,  placards,  letters,  &c. 

First  ascertain  the  number  of  voters  in  the  constituency.  Glance 
through  the  forms  in  the  Appendix,  and  estimate  the  quantity  required. 

The  heaviest  expenses  will  be  those  connected  with  the  printing, 
advertising,  posting  and  circulating  the  candidate's  address,  polling  cards, 
and  (if  any)  last  words  to  electors. 

Notices  of  meetings  and  mural  "  literature  "  arc  often  heavy  items,  but 
the  custom  of  plastering  every  inch  of  available  space  is  fast  Ijeing  given 
up,  as  expensive  without  being  effective.     Canvass  cards  are  a  large  item. 

Notes. — 1.  If  possible  invite  tenders,  but  in  any  case  let  the  order  be 
precise  and  the  price  fixed. 
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2.  Every  letter,  poster,  placard,  I'Cc,  having  reference  to  the  election 
must  bear  the  note  :  Printed  and  published  by  [Xame  and  address  of 
printers  and  publishers]. 

3.  A  proof  of  all  printed  matter  should  be  seen  before  final  delivery  by 
the  printers  is  accepted. 

4.  Bills,  placards,  posters,  li'c,  may  be  exhibited  wherever  permission 
can  be  obtained,  but  no  elector  may  receive  payment  foi'  such  exhibition, 
unless  such  work  is  in  his  ordinary  way  of  business. 

5.  It  is  illegal  to  pay  any  elector  for  distril)utiiig  or  posting  bills.  If 
it  is  desired  to  distribute  bills,  the  distribution  should  be  done  through  a 
contractor. 

6.  The  post  is  often  a  better  medium  for  reaching  electors  than  poster.?. 
Many  electors  like  the  postman  to  call. 

Occasionally  a  newspaper  is  started  to  run  during  the  period  of  an 
election.  This,  of  course,  must  be  included  as  an  election  expense. 
Another  plan  is  to  pay  an  existing  paper  for  the  right  to  insert  political 
articles  (payment  as  for  advertisement),  or  to  guarantee  the  sale  or  distri- 
bution of  a  certain  number  of  extra  copies.  If  a  bargain  can  be  made 
with  an  existing  paper,  it  is  generally  cheaper  and  more  satisfactory  than 
starting  a  rival  sheet. 

A  multiplier  in  committee  rooms  often  saves  expense  in  printing,  and 
is  of  use  in  preparing  circular  letters,  sending  out  notices  of  meetings,  &c. 

Proposer  and  Seconder.    See  Nomination. 

Public  Meeting's. 

For  advice  as  to  the  number  and  extent  of  these,  an  agent  should  seek 
the  opinion  of  his  committees.  In  populous  districts  the  big  guns  of  the 
party  battery  are  expected  to  speak  ;  it  is  better  for  local  men  to  be  pro- 
minent at  the  smaller  meetings. 

Several  big  meetings,  as  well  as  ward  meetings,  should  be  arranged  and 
well  advertised,  a  final  effort  being  made  on  the  eve  of  the  poll,  when  the 
speeches  should  be  in  the  direction  of  encouraging  the  workers  rather  than 
an  attempt  to  go  deeply  into  argumentative  questions. 

It  is  necessary  to  hold  meetings  at  such  a  time  as  you  can  best  catch  the 
voters.  Many  men  won't  bother  to  turn  out  in  the  evenings,  so  speakers 
must  go  to  the  gates  of  big  works  at  the  dinner  hour  and  the  end  of  the 
day,  or  to  the  pit-mouth  when  the  shifts  are  changing.  On  Saturday 
afternoons,  and  ordinary  evenings  in  fine  weather,  populous  districts 
often  produce  quite  a  large  audience,  especially  if  it  has  been  noised  about 
a  little  time  previously  that  a  meeting  is  to  be  held.  These  outdoor 
meetings  should,  however,  be  short  and  much  to  the  point. 

For  indoor  meetings  the  room  should  be  secured  as  soon  as  possible, 
and,  where  possible,  money  paid  down. 

To  preserve  order,  stewards  may  l)e  arranged  for,  but  they  may  not, 
under  any  circumstances,  be  paid. 

If  any  other  place  can  be  hired,  it  is  better  not  to  hold  a  meeting  on 
licensed  premises.  If  a  meeting  must  be  held  on  licensed  premises,  the 
candidate's  representative  should  notify  the  landlord  in  writing  that  he 
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will  not  be  responsible  for  anything  supplied  in  the  way  of  food,  drink,  or 
tobacco.     (See  Appendix,  p.  101,  Form  24.) 

County  constituencies  must  be  treated  somewhat  difierently,  as  local 
feeling  is  often  very  strong.  Above  all,  hold  at  least  one  meeting  in 
every  village,  and,  if  possible,  get  the  candidate  to  speak  in  every  village. 
Careful  arrangements  in  the  matter  of  motor  or  carriage  relays  enable 
speakers  to  cover  a  lot  of  ground,  and  it  should  be  possible  to  go  nearly 
everywhere.  The  following  notes  (some  of  which  apply  to  meetings 
generally)  may  be  of  value  in  arranging  local  meetings. 

1.  Have  a  strong  local  platform,  and  if  possible  the  candidate  should 
attend  and  speak,  if  only  for  a  few  minutes. 

2.  The  chairman  should  be  the  local  leader ;  he  must  have  a  proper 
programme  of  the  meeting  previously  supplied  to  him. 

3.  As  to  speakers  : — 

(a)  Let  the  local  men  have  a  chance  if  they  are  good. 
(h)  Keep  your  speeches  short. 
(r)  Warn  outsiders  of  local  sores. 

(d)  Let  each  man  know  when  he  is  to  speak  and  for  how  long, 

and,  if  possible,  what  about. 

(e)  Agents  are  better  not  on  the  platform  as  speakers,  and  should 

speak  only  if  other  help  fails. 

4.  Get  your  opponents  to  the  meeting ;  it  is  useless  preaching  to  the 
converted. 

5.  Invite  questions  (through  the  chairman),  but  for  the  candidate 
only.  All  questions  should  be  written  and  handed  up  to  the  chairman 
as  soon  as  possible  after  the  meeting  has  begun. 

6.  Persistent  interruptors  should  be  asked  to  leave,  and  if  they  refuse 
may  be  ejected  with  only  that  amount  of  force  necessary  for  the  purpose, 
but  if  there  is  widespread  opposition  and  interruption,  it  is  better  to  close 
a  meeting  than  to  have  a  free  fight.  Rowdyism  injures  most  those  who 
employ  it. 

The  best  method  of  advertising  a  public  meeting  is  still  in  populous 
places  the  hoarding  and  the  daily  press,  but  in  a  country  district  a  post- 
card to  electors  living  within  reach  of  the  meeting-place  invariably  brings 
together  the  largest  audience.  The  people  like  to  receive  things  through 
the  post.  The  address  is  personal,  and  they  remember  the  incident  better. 
[Appendix,  p.  97,  Form  19.]  Li  the  long  run  it  is  cheaper  for  the  organiza- 
tion. It  is  often  useful  to  have  cards  of  half-printed  notices  of  meetings, 
and  to  distribute  these  through  the  polling  districts  for  filling  in  and 
posting  as  required. 


Reg-ister  of  Voters. 

In  counties  can  be  obtained  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  in  cities  and 
l)oroughs  from  the  Town  Clerk.  The  charge  varies  from  one  to  ten 
shillings,  according  to  the  length  of  the  list.  [Not  exceeding  1000  names. 
Is.  Exceeding  1000  and  not  exceeding  3000,  2s.  6d.  Exceeding  3000 
and  not  exceeding  6000,  5s  Exceeding  6000  and  not  exceeding  9000, 
7s.  6d.    Exceeding  9000,  10s.    (6  cK:  7  Vict.  c.  18,  Sched.  D.  No.  2).]    The 
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Central  Committee  Eoom  should  be  supplied  with  several  complete 
copies,  and  each  polling  district  with  four  copies  of  that  part  of  the 
register  covering  its  area. 

For  the  methods  of  using  and  marking  the  registers,  see  "  Canvassers 
and  Canvassing." 

Return  of  Expenses.    See  Election  Expenses. 
Returning  Officer's  Charges. 

The  charges  must  be  reasonable,  and  are  regulated  by  the  Parliament- 
ary Elections  (Returning  Officers)  Act,  1875,  which  modifies  the  Ballot 
Act,  1872.  The  two  Acts  are  read  together.  There  have  been  further 
amendments  by  48  &  -19  Vict.  c.  62,  and  49  &  50  Vict.  c.  57.  As  to 
security  required  on  nomination,  see  Appendix,  p.  89,  Form  13. 

The  schedule  of  the  Act  of  1875  details  the  maxiinnm  charge  permitted 
to  be  made.  The  Returning  Officer  is  entitled  only  to  recover  what  has 
been  actually  and  neces.sarily  paid  by  him  :  he  is  not  entitled  to  any 
profit. 

The  Returning  Officer  is  required  to  send  a  detailed  account  of  his 
charges  to  each  candidate  within  twenty-one  days  after  the  day  of  declara- 
tion of  the  election  ;  and  if  the  candidates  desire,  they  may  demand 
vouchers  verifying  the  expenditure  (38  &  39  Vict.  c.  84,  s.  4). 

Candidates  who  object  to  the  charges  may  tax  the  same. 

Application  must  be  made  in  England  to  the  County  Court  (in  Ireland 
to  the  Civil  Bill  Court)  which  has  jurisdiction  at  the  place  of  nomination. 

The  application  to  the  Court  must  be  made  within  fourteen  days  of 
the  time  when  the  account  was  transmitted.  Appeal  lies  to  the  Superior 
Court.     (See  49  &  50  Vict.  c.  57.) 

The  Act  regulating  Scottish  Returning  Officers'  charges  is  54  &  55 
Vict.  c.  49,  and  contains  a  schedule  detailing  maximum  charges  payable. 

Security  for  Returning  Officer's  Expenses.    See  Xomixatiox. 

Sub-Agents. 

In  counties  a  sub-agent  may  be  employed  for  each  polling  district. 
Frequently  where  the  constituency  is  large  it  is  usual  to  group  together 
several  polling  districts  for  sub-agency  purposes. 

For  local  purposes  a  sub-agent  stands  in  the  shoes  of  the  Election 
Agent,  and  every  illegal  act  committed  by  him  involves  the  same  conse- 
quences to  the  candidate  as  if  committed  by  the  Election  Agent. 

The  post  must  of  necessity  be  filled  by  a  man  of  experience  in  the 
practical  work  of  elections,  and  with  a  good  knowledge  of  election  law. 

As  in  the  case  of  the  Election  Agent,  the  sub-agent's  name  and  address 
must  be  notified  to  the  Returning  Officer  as  soon  as  possible.  An  address 
to  which  claims  must  be  sent  should  also  be  advertised.  [Appendix,  p.  97, 
Form  20.] 

It  is  submitted  that  the  Election  Agent  should  so  far  as  is  possible 
keep  in  his  own  hands  the  making  of  all  contracts,  hiring  of  committee 
rooms,  appointment  of  all  paid  staff,  and  other  important  duties,  in  order 
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to  leave  the  sub-agent  free  for  what  is  really  his  main  work — a  thorough 
canvass  of  his  district  and  the  arrangement  of  local  meetings. 

A  sub-agent  is  not  permitted  to  spend  any  money  beyond  the  limit 
given  him  by  the  Election  Agent.  It  is  far  better  that  he  should  pay 
money  down  for  everything. 

A  careful  and  detailed  account  of  all  money  spent  must  be  kept,  and 
the  accounts  transmitted  to  the  Election  Agent  at  the  close  of  the  poll. 

The  delegation  by  the  Election  Agent  of  any  of  his  work  to  a  sub- 
agent  involves  observance  of  the  same  rules  which  the  Election  Agent 
would  be  required  to  keep  if  he  retained  the  work  in  his  own  hands. 

A  form  of  appointment  of,  and  instructions  to,  sub-agents  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix,  p.  98,  Form  21.     (See  also  Form  23.) 

(For  details  of  work,  see  various  headings.) 


Time  Table  [Specimen]  for  Nomination  and  Poll. 


Counties. 

1.  Mon.     Keceipt  of  writ  and  first 

allowed  day  for  notice. 

2.  Tues. 

3.  Wed.     Last    allowed    day    for 

notice. 

4.  Thur. 


5.  Fri.       First    allowed    day   for 

nomination. 

6.  Sat. 
[7.  Sun.] 

S.  Mon. 

9.  Tues.    First    allowed    day    for 
poll. 

10.  Wed. 

11.  Thur.    Last    allowed    (\di,y    for 

nomination. 

12.  Fri. 

13.  Sat. 
[14.  Sun.] 
15.  Mon. 
IG.  Tues. 

17.  Wed. 

18.  Thur. 

19.  Fri.       Last    allowed    day    for 

poll. 


District  Boroughs. 

1 .  Mon.     Receipt  of  writ  and  first 

allowed  day  for  notice. 

2.  Tues.     Last    allowed    day    for 

notice. 

3.  Wed. 

4.  Thur.    First   allowed    da}^    for 

nomination. 
Last    allowed    day    for 

nomination. 
First    allowed   day    for 
1^     poll. 
6.  Sat. 
[7.  Sun.] 

8.  Mon. 

9.  Tues. 

10.  Wed.   Last  allowed  day  for  poll. 


5.  Fri.  - 


[Note.  — Siiiidiiy,  Cliristniiis  D;iy,  Good  Friday,  and  any  day  set  apart  for  a 
1)11  blic  fast  or  thanksgiving  are  excluded  in  computation  of  time.] 
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Treating. 

It  is  illegal — 

For  any  meat, 
drink  or 
entertainment 


to  be  provided  or  paid  for 
at  any  time  for  any  voter  [or 
any  member  of  a  voter's 
family) 


with  the  intention  of 
inducing  him  either  to 
vote  or  to  abstain 
from  voting  (s.  1). 


The  receiver  is  as  guilty  as  the  giver,  and  is  liable  to  the  same  penalties. 
(For  further  notes  and  for  penalties,  see  "Bribery"  and   "Election 
Offences.") 

Undue  Influence. 

It  is  illegal  to  use  any  force,  restraint  or  fraud  with  the  intention  of 
compelling  a  voter  to  vote  or  to  abstain  from  voting  (s.  2). 

The  following  are  some  instances  of  undue  influence  : — 

Threatening  spiritual  penalties ;  threatening  to  withdraw  or  withdraw- 
ing custom  ;  threatening  to  reduce  or  reducing  wages  ;  threatening  to 
evict  or  evicting  tenants  ;  threatening  to  discharge  or  discharging  servants  ; 
threatening  to  expel  or  expelling  members  from  a  Trades  Union  ;  threaten- 
ing to  assault  or  assaulting — if  with  the  intention  of  affecting  a  vote. 

If  the  undue  influence  be  indirectly  used  against  a  voter  through  his 
famil}',  the  offence  is  just  as  complete  as  if  directly  committed. 

The  penalty  is  as  for  bribery  {q.v.). 

Voting".    See  "  Instructions  to  Personation  (Polling)  Agents  "  (Appendix, 
p.  93,  Form  16). 


APPENDIX 


1.  CORRUPT  AND  ILLEGAL  PRACTICES  PREVENTION  ACT, 

1883. 

2.  BALLOT  ACT,  1872. 

3.  CORRUPT  AND  ILLEGAL  PRACTICES  PREVENTION  ACT, 

1895. 

•4.  FORMS. 


CORRUPT    AND    ILLEGAL    PRACTICES 
PREVENTION    ACT,    1883. 

ARRANGEMENT  OF  SECTIONS. 

[Note. — Sections  relating  to  petitions  and  proceedings  after  the  declaration 
of  election  has  been  made  hare  been  omitted.] 

Corrupt  Practices. 
Section. 

1.  What  is  treating. 

2.  What  is  undue  influence. 

3.  What  is  corrupt  practice. 

4.  Punishment  of  candidate  found,  on  election  petition,  guilty  personally 

of  corrupt  practices. 

5.  Punishment  of  candidate  found,  on  election  petition,  guilty  by  agents 

of  corrupt  practices. 

6.  Punishment  of  person  convicted  on  indictment  of  corrupt  practices. 

Illegal  Practices. 


7.  Certain  expenditure  to  be  illegal  practice. 

8.  Expense  in  excess  of  maximum  to  be  illegal  practice. 

9.  Voting  by  prohibited  persons  and  publishing  of  false  statement  of 

withdrawal  to  be  illegal. 

10.  Punishment  on  conviction  of  illegal  practice. 

11.  Report  of  election  court  respecting  illegal  practice,  and  punishment  of 

candidate  found  guilty  by  such  report. 

12.  Extension  of  15  &  16  Vict.  c.  57  respecting  election  commissioners  to 

illegal  practices. 

Illegal  Pui/menf,  Emploi/nienf  and  Hiring. 

13.  Providing  of  money  for  illegal  practice  or  payment  to  be  illegal  pay- 

ment. 

14.  Employment  of  hackney  carriages,  or  of  carriages  and  horses  kept 

for  hire. 

15.  Corrupt  withdrawal  from  a  candidature. 

16.  Certain  expenditure  to  be  illegal  payment. 

17.  Certain  employment  to  be  illegal. 

18.  Name  and  address  of  printer  on  placards. 

19.  Saving  for  creditors. 

20.  Use  of  committee  room  in  house  for  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  or 

refreshment,  or  in  elementary  school,  to  be  illegal  hiring. 

21.  Punishment  of  illegal  payment,  employment  or  hiring. 
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Excuse  and  Exception  fw  Corrupt  or  Illegal  Practice  or  Illegal  Payment, 
Employment  or  Hiring. 
Section. 

22.  Report  exonerating  candidate  in  certain  cases  of  corrupt  and  illegal 

practice  by  agents. 

23.  Power  of  High  Court  and  Election  Court  to  except  innocent  act  from 

being  illegal  practice,  &c. 

Election  Expenses. 

24.  Nomination  of  election  agent. 

25.  Nomination  of  deputy  election  agent  as  sub-agent. 

26.  Office  of  election  agent  and  sub-agent. 

27.  Making  of  contracts  through  election  agent. 

28.  Payment  of  expenses  through  election  agent. 

29.  Period  for   sending   in   claims   and    making   payments   for    election 

expenses. 

30.  Reference  to  taxation  of  claim  against  candidates. 

31.  Personal  expenses  of  candidate  and  petty  expenses. 

32.  Remuneration  of  election  agent  and  returning  officer's  expenses. 

33.  Return  and  declaration  respecting  election  expenses. 

34.  Authorised  excuse  for  non-compliance  with  provisions  as  to  return 

and  declaration  respecting  election  expenses. 

35.  Publication  of  summary  of  return  of  election  expenses. 

Disqualification  of  Electors. 

36.  Prohibition  of  persons  guilty  of  corrupt  or  illegal  practices,  &c.,  from 

voting. 

37.  Prohibition  of  disqualified  persons  from  voting. 

38.  Hearing  of  person  before  he  is  reported  guilty  of  corrupt  or  illegal 

practice,  and  incapacity  of  person  reported  guilty. 

39.  List  ill  register  of  voters  of  persons  incapacitated  for  voting  by  corrupt 

or  illegal  practices. 

Proceedings  on  Election  Petition. 

40.  Time  for  presentation  of  election  petitions  alleging  illegal  practice. 

41.  Withdrawal  of  election  petition. 

42.  Continuation  of  trial  of  election  petition. 

43.  Attendance  of  Director  of  Public  Prosecutions  on  trial  of  election 

petition,  and  prosecution  l:)y  him  of  oflfenders. 

44.  Power  to  Election  Court  to  order  payment  by  county  or  borough  or 

individual  of  costs  of  election  petition. 

Miscellaneous. 

45.  Inquiry  by  Director  of  Public  Prosecutions  into  alleged  corrupt  or 

illegal  practices. 

46.  Removal  of  incapacity  on  proof  that  it  was  procured  by  perjury. 

47.  Amendment  of  law  as  to  polling  districts  and  polling  places. 

48.  Conveyance  of  voters  by  sea  in  certain  cases. 
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Section. 

49.  Election  commissioners  not  to  inquire  into  elections  before  the  passing 

of  this  Act. 

Legal  Proceedings. 

50.  Trial  in  Central  Criminal  Court  of  indictment  for  corrupt  practice  at 

instance  of  Attorney-General. 

51.  Limitation  of  time  for  prosecution  of  offence. 

52.  Persons  charged  with  corrupt  practice  may  be  found  guilty  of  illegal 

practice. 

53.  Application  of  enactm.ents  of  17  &  18  Vict.  c.  102,  and  26  &  27  Vict. 

c.  29,  relating  to  prosecutions  for  bribery. 

54.  Prosecution  on  summary  conviction,  and  appeal  to  quarter  sessions. 

55.  Application  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  and  Indictable  Otiences  Acts 

to  proceedings  before  election  courts. 

56.  Exercise  of  jurisdiction  of  High  Court,  and  making  of  rules  of  court. 

57.  Director  of  Public  Prosecutions  and  expenses  of  prosecutions. 

58.  Recovery  of  costs  payable  by  county  or  ijorough  or  by  person. 

Supplement al  Provisions,  Definitions,  Savings  and  Bqx'al. 

.59.  Obligation  of  witness  to  answer,  and  certificate  of  indemnity. 

60.  Submission  of  report  of  Election  Court  or  commissioners  to  Attorney- 
General. 

•61.  Breach  of  duty  by  officer. 

62.  Publication  and  service  of  notices. 

•63.  Definition  of  candidate,  and  saving  for  persons  nominated  without 
consent. 

■64.  General  interpretation  of  term.s. 

65.  Short  titles. 

•66.  Repeal  of  Acts. 

67.  Commencement  of  Act. 

Application  of  Act  to  Scotland. 
■68.  Application  of  Act  to  Scotland. 

Application  of  Act  to  Ireland. 

69.  Application  of  Act  to  Ireland. 

Continuance. 

70.  Continuance. 

Schedules. 


COERUPT    AND    ILLEGAL    PRACTICES 
PREVENTION   ACT,    1883. 

(46  &  47  Vict.  c.  51.) 

Corrupt  Practices. 

1. — JVliat  is  treating. — (1)  Any  person  who  corruptly  by  himself  or  by 
any  other  person,  either  before,  during,  or  after  an  election,  directly  or 
indirectly  gives  or  provides,  or  pays  wholly  or  in  part  the  expense  of 
giving  or  providing,  any  meat  drink  entertainment  or  provision  to  or  for 
any  person,  for  the  purpose  of  corruptly  influencing  that  person  or  any 
other  person  to  give  or  refrain  from  giving  his  vote  at  the  election,  or  on 
account  of  such  person  or  any  other  person  having  voted  or  refrained 
from  voting,  or  being  about  to  vote  or  refrain  from  voting  at  such 
election,  shall  be  guilty  of  treating. 

(2)  And  every  elector  who  corruptly  accepts  or  takes  any  such  meat 
drink  entertainment  or  provision  shall  also  be  guilty  of  treating. 

2. — JFhat  is  undue  influence. — Every  person  who  shall  directly  or 
indirectly,  by  himself  or  by  any  other  person  on  his  behalf,  make  use  of 
or  threaten  to  make  use  of  any  force,  violence,  or  restraint,  or  inflict  or 
threaten  to  inflict,  by  himself  or  by  any  other  person,  any  temporal  or 
spiritual  injury,  damage,  harm,  or  loss  upon  or  against  any  person  in 
order  to  induce  or  compel  such  person  to  vote  or  refrain  from  voting,  or 
on  account  of  such  person  having  voted  or  refrained  from  voting  at  any 
election,  or  who  shall  by  abduction,  duress,  or  any  fraudulent  device  or 
contrivance  impede  or  prevent  the  free  exercise  of  the  franchise  of  any 
elector,  or  shall  thereby  compel,  induce  or  prevail  upon  any  elector  either 
to  give  or  to  refrain  from  giving  his  vote  at  any  election,  shall  be  guilty 
of  undue  influence. 

3. — Jf'liat  is  corrxipt  ])ractice. — The  expression  "corrupt  practice"  as- 
used  in  this  Act  means  any  of  the  following  offences  ;  namely,  treating 
and  undue  influence,  as  defined  by  this  Act,  and  bribery,  and  personation,. 
as  defined  Ijy  the  enactments  set  forth  in  Part  III.  of  the  Thiitl  Schedule- 
to  this  Act,  and  aiding,  abetting,  counselling,  and  procuring  the  commis- 
sion of  the  offence  of  personation,  and  every  offence  which  is  a  corrupt 
practice  within  the  meaning  of  this  Act  shall  be  a  corrupt  practice  within^ 
the  meaning  of  the  Parliamentary  Elections  Act,  18G8. 

4. — Punishiiienf  of  camlidate  found,  on  election,  petition,  guilt//  persojiallif 
of  corrvpt  practices. — Where  upon  the  trial  of  an  election  petition  re- 
specting an  election  for  a  county  or  ])orough  the  election  court,  by 
the  report  made  to  the  Speaker  in  pursuance  of  section  eleven  of 
the  Parliamentary  Elections  Act,  1868,  reports  that  any  eorrujjt  practice 
other  than  tieating  or  undue  influence  has  been  prov^ed  to  have  beeii' 
committed  in  reference  to  such  election  by  or  with  the  knowledge  and! 
consent  of  any  candidate  at  such  election,  or  that  the  oftence  of  treat- 
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ing  or  undue  influence  has  been  proved  to  have  been  committed  in 
reference  to  such  election  by  any  candidate  at  such  election,  that  can- 
didate shall  not  be  capable  of  ever  being  elected  to  or  sitting  in  the 
House  of  Commons  for  the  said  county  or  borough,  and  if  he  has  been 
■elected,  his  election  shall  be  void ;  and  he  shall  further  be  subject  to  the 
same  incapacities  as  if  at  the  date  of  the  said  report  he  had  been  convicted 
on  an  indictment  of  a  corrupt  practice. 

5. — Funishment  of  ramlidate  found,  on  election  petition,  (jniltij  hij  a<jents  of 
corrupt  practices. — Upon  the  trial  of  an  election  petition  respecting  an 
election  for  a  county  or  borough,  in  which  a  charge  is  made  of  any 
corrupt  practice  having  been  committed  in  reference  to  such  election,  the 
•election  court  shall  report  in  writing  to  the  Speaker  whether  any  of  the 
candidates  at  such  election  has  been  guilty  by  his  agents  of  any  corrupt 
practice  in  reference  to  such  election  ;  and  if  the  report  is  that  any  candi- 
date at  such  election  has  been  guilt}'  by  his  agents  of  any  corrupt  practice 
in  reference  to  such  election,  that  candidate  shall  not  be  capable  of  being 
•elected  to  or  sitting  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  such  county  or  borough 
for  seven  years  after  the  date  of  the  report,  and  if  he  has  been  elected 
his  election  shall  be  void. 

6. — Punishment  of  person  convicted  on  indictment  of  corrupt  practices. — (1) 
A  person  who  commits  any  corrupt  practice  other  than  personation,  or 
aiding,  abetting,  counselling,  or  procuring  the  commission  of  the  oflence 
of  personation,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanour,  and  on  conviction  on 
indictment  shall  be  liable  to  be  imprisoned,  with  or  without  hard  labour, 
for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  year,  or  to  be  fined  any  sum  not  exceeding 
two  hundred  pounds. 

(2)  A  person  who  commits  the  ofTence  of  personation,  or  of  aiding, 
abetting,  counselling,  or  procuring  the  commission  of  that  offence,  shall 
be  guilty  of  felony,  and  any  person  convicted  thereof  on  indictment  shall 
be  punished  by  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  years,  together 
with  hard  labour. 

(3)  A  person  who  is  convicted  on  indictment  of  any  corrupt  practice 
shall  (in  addition  to  any  punishment  as  above  provided)  be  not  capable 
during  a  period  of  seven  years  from  the  date  of  his  conviction  : 

(a)  of  being  registered  as  an  elector  or  voting  at  any  election  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  whether  it  be  a  parliamentary  election  or  an 
election  for  any  public  office  within  the  meaning  of  this  Act ;  or 
(5)  of  holding  any  public  or  judicial  office  within  the  meaning  of  this 

Act,  and  if  he  holds  any  such  office  the  office  shall  be  vacated. 
(■4)  Any  person  so  convicted  of  a  corrupt  practice  in  reference  to  any 
election  shall  also  be  incapable  of  being  elected  to  and  of  sitting  in  the 
House  of  Commons  during  the  seven  years  next  after  the  date  of  his  con- 
viction, and  if  at  that  date  he  has  been  elected  to  the  House  of  Commons 
his  election  shall  be  vacated  from  the  time  of  such  conviction. 

Illegal  Practices. 

7. — Certain  expenditure  to  he  illegal  practice. — (1)  Xo  payment  or  con- 
tract for  payment  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  or  procuring  the 
election  of  a  candidate  at  any  election,  be  made — 
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(a)  on  account  of  the  conveyance  of  electors  to  or  from  the  poll, 

whether  for  the  hiring   of   horses   or  carriages,  or  for  railway- 
fares,  or  otherwise  ;  or 

(b)  to  an  elector  on  account  of  the  use  of  any  house,  land,  building,  or 

premises  for  the  exhibition  of  any  address,  bill,  or  notice,  or  on 
account  of  the  exhibition  of  any  address,  bill,  or  notice  ;  or 

(c)  on  account  of  any  committee  room  in  excess  of  the  number  allowed; 

by  the  First  Schedule  to  this  Act. 

(2)  Subject  to  such  exception  as  may  be  allowed  in  pursuance  of  this 
Act,  if  any  payment  or  contract  for  payment  is  knowingly  made  in  con- 
travention of  this  section  either  before,  during,  or  after  an  election,  the 
person  making  such  payment  or  contract  shall  be  guilty  of  an  illegal 
practice,  and  any  person  receiving  such  payment  or  being  a  party  to  any 
such  contract,  knowing  the  same  to  be  in  contravention  of  this  Act,  shali 
also  be  guilty  of  an  illegal  practice. 

(3)  Provided  that  where  it  is  the  ordinary  business  of  an  elector  as  an 
advertising  agent  to  exhibit  for  payment  bills  and  advertisements,  a  pay- 
ment to  or  contract  with  such  elector,  if  made  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
business,  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  an  illegal  practice  within  the  meaning 
of  this  section. 

8.- — Expense  in  excess  of  mcmmum  to  he  illegal  practice. — (1)  Subject  to 
such  exception  as  may  be  allowed  in  pursuance  of  this  Act,  no  sum  shall 
be  paid  and  no  expense  shall  be  incurred  by  a  candidate  at  an  election 
or  his  election  agent,  whether  before,  during,  or  after  an  election,  on 
account  of  or  in  respect  of  the  conduct  or  management  of  such  election, 
in  excess  of  any  maximum  amount  in  that  behalf  specified  in  the  first 
schedule  to  this  Act. 

(2)  Any  candidate  or  election  agent  who  knowingly  acts  in  contraven- 
tion of  this  section  shall  be  guilty  of  an  illegal  practice. 

9. — Voting  by  prohibited  jyersons  and  'publishing  of  false  statements  of  loith- 
draioal  to  be  illegal. — (1)  If  any  person  votes  or  induces  or  procures  any 
person  to  vote  at  any  election,  knowing  that  he  or  such  person  is  pro- 
hibited, whether  by  this  or  any  other  Act  from  voting  at  such  election, 
he  shall  be  guilty  of  an  illegal  practice. 

(2)  Any  person  who  before  or  during  an  election  knowingly  publishes 
a  false  statement  of  the  withdrawal  of  a  candidate  at  such  election  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  or  procuring  the  election  of  another  candidate  shall 
be  guilty  of  an  illegal  practice. 

(3)  Provided  that  a  candidate  shall  not  be  liable,  nor  shall  his  election 
be  avoided,  for  any  illegal  practice  under  this  section  committed  by  his 
agent  other  than  his  election  agent. 

10. — J'unishnent  on  coniicthm  of  illegal  practice. — A  person  guilty  of  an 
illegal  practice,  whether  under  the  foregoing  sections  or  under  the  pro- 
visions hereinafter  contained  in  this  Act,  shall  on  summary  conviction  be 
liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds  and  be  incapable  during 
a  period  of  five  years  from  the  date  of  his  conviction  of  being  registered 
as  an  elector  or  voting  at  any  election  (whether  it  be  a  parliamentary 
election  or  an  election  for  a  public  ofiice  within  the  meaning  of  this  Act) 
held  for  or  within  the  county  or  borough  in  which  the  illegal  practice 
has  been  committed. 
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11. — Repmi  of  election  court  res2)ecting  illegal  practice,  and  j^uni^hnifnt 
of  candidate  found  guilty  by  such  report. — Sub-section  fourteen  of  section 
eleven  of  the  Parliamentary  Elections  Act,  1868,  shall  apply  as  if 
that  sub-section  were  herein  re-enacted  with  the  substitution  of  illegal 
practice  within  the  meaning  of  this  Act  for  corrupt  practice ;  and 
upon  the  trial  of  an  election  petition  respecting  an  election  for  a 
county  or  borough,  the  election  court  shall  report  in  writing  to  the 
Speaker  the  particulars  required  by  the  said  sub-section  as  herein 
re-enacted,  and  shall  also  report  whether  any  candidate  at  such  election 
has  been  guilty  by  his  agents  of  any  illegal  practice  within  the  meaning 
of  this  Act  in  reference  to  such  election,  and  the  following  consequences 
shall  ensue  upon  the  report  by  the  election  court  to  the  Speaker  ;  (that  is 
to  say), 

(a)  If  the  report  is  that  any  illegal  practice  has  been  proved  to  have 
been  committed  in  reference  to  such  election  by  or  with  the  knowledge 
and  consent  of  any  candidate  at  such  election,  that  candidate  shall  not  be 
capable  of  being  elected  to  or  sitting  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  the 
said  county  or  borough  for  seven  years  next  after  the  date  of  the  report, 
and  if  he  has  been  elected  his  election  shall  be  void  ;  and  he  shall  further 
be  subject  to  the  same  incapacities  as  if  at  the  date  of  the  report  he  had 
been  convicted  of  such  illegal  practice ;  and 

{h)  If  the  report  is  that  a  candidate  at  such  election  has  been  guilty 
by  his  agents  of  any  illegal  practice  in  reference  to  such  election,  that 
candidate  shall  not  be  capable  of  being  elected  to  or  sitting  in  the  House 
of  Commons  for  the  said  county  or  borough  during  the  Parliament  for 
which  the  election  was  held,  and  if  he  has  been  elected,  his  election  shall 
be  void. 

12. — Extenmn  of  15  &  16  Vict.  c.  57  respecting  election  commissioners  to 
illegal  practices. 

Illegal  Payment,  Employment  and  Hiring. 

13. — Providing  of  money  for  illegal  practice  or  jmyment  to  be  illegal  payment. 
— Where  a  person  knowingly  provides  money  for  any  payment  which  is 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  or  for  any  expenses  incurred  in 
excess  of  any  maximum  amount  allowed  by  this  Act,  or  for  replacing  any 
money  expended  in  any  such  payment  or  expenses,  except  where  the  same 
may  have  been  previously  allowed  in  pursuance  of  this  Act  to  be  an 
exception,  such  person  shall  be  guilty  of  illegal  payment. 

14. — Employment  of  hackney  carriages,  or  of  carriages. — (1)  A  person  shall 
not  let,  lend,  or  employ  for  the  purpose  of  the  conveyance  of  electors  to 
or  from  the  poll,  any  public  stage  or  hackney  carriage,  or  any  horse  or 
other  animal  kept  or  used  for  drawing  the  same,  or  any  carriage,  horse  or 
other  animal  which  he  keeps  or  uses  for  the  purpose  of  letting  out  for  hire, 
and  if  he  lets,  lends,  or  employs  such  carriage,  horse,  or  other  animal, 
knowing  that  it  is  intended  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  the  conveyance 
of  electors  to  or  from  the  poll,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  an  illegal  hiring. 

(2)  A  person  shall  not  hire,  borrow,  or  use  for  the  purpose  of  the 
conveyance  of  electors  to  or  from  the  poll  any  carriage,  horse  or  other 
animal  which  he  knows  the  owner  thereof  is  prohibited  by  this  section 
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to  let,  lend,  or  employ  for  that  purpose,  and  if  he  does  so  he  shall  be 
guilty  of  an  illegal  hiring. 

(3)  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  prevent  a  carriage,  horse  or  other  animal 
being  let  to  or  hired,  employed,  or  used  by  an  elector,  or  several  electors 
at  their  joint  cost,  for  the  purpose  of  being  conveyed  to  or  from  the  poll. 

(4)  No  person  shall  be  liable  to  pay  any  duty  or  to  take  out  a 
licence  for  any  carriage  by  reason  only  of  such  carriage  being  used 
without  payment  or  promise  of  payment  for  the  conveyance  of  electors 
to  or  from  the  poll  at  an  election, 

15. — Corrupt  withdrawal  from  a  candidature. — Any  person  who  corruptly 
induces  or  procures  any  other  person  to  withdraw  from  being  a  candidate 
at  an  election,  in  consideration  of  any  payment  or  promise  of  payment, 
shall  be  guilty  of  illegal  payment,  and  any  person  withdrawing,  in 
pursuance  of  such  inducement  or  procurement,  shall  also  be  guilty  of 
illegal  payment. 

16. — Certain  expenditure  to  he  illegal  piayrtient. — (1)  No  payment  or 
contract  for  payment  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  or  procuring 
the  election  of  a  candidate  at  any  election,  be  made  on  account  of  bands 
of  music,  torches,  flags,  banners,  cockades,  ribbons,  or  other  marks  of 
distinction. 

(2)  Subject  to  such  exception  as  may  be  allowed  in  pursuance  of  this 
Act,  if  any  payment  or  contract  for  payment  is  made  in  contravention 
of  this  section,  either  before,  during,  or  after  an  election,  the  person 
making  such  payment  shall  be  guilty  of  illegal  payment,  and  any  person 
being  a  party  to  any  such  contract  or  receiving  such  payment  shall  also 
be  guilty  of  illegal  payment  if  he  knew  that  the  same  was  made  contrary 
to  law. 

17. — Certain  employment  to  he  illegal. — (1)  No  person  shall,  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  or  procuring  the  election  of  a  candidate  at  any 
election,  be  engaged  or  employed  for  payment  or  promise  of  payment  for 
any  purpose  or  in  any  capacity  whatever,  except  for  any  purposes  or 
capacities  mentioned  in  the  first  or  second  parts  of  the  First  Schedule  to 
this  Act,  or  except  so  far  as  payment  is  authorised  by  the  first  or  second 
parts  of  the  First  Schedule  to  this  Act. 

(2)  Subject  to  such  exception  as  may  be  allowed  in  pursuance  of 
this  Act,  if  any  person  is  engaged  or  employed  in  contravention  of  this 
section,  either  before,  during,  or  after  an  election,  the  person  engaging 
or  employing  him  shall  be  guilty  of  illegal  employment,  and  the  person 
so  engaged  or  employed  shall  also  be  guilty  of  illegal  employment  if  he 
knew  that  he  was  engaged  or  employed  contrary  to  law. 

18. — Name  and  address  of  printer  on  placards. — Every  bill,  placard,  or 
poster  having  reference  to  an  election  shall  bear  upon  the  face  thereof 
the  name  and  address  of  the  printer  and  publisher  thereof;  and  any 
person  printing,  publishing,  or  posting,  or  causing  to  be  printed, 
published,  or  posted,  any  such  bill,  placard,  or  poster  as  aforesaid,  which 
fails  to  ])ear  upon  the  face  thereof  the  name  and  address  of  the  printer 
and  publisher,  shall,  if  he  is  the  candidate,  or  the  election  agent  of  the 
candidate,  be  guilty  of  an  illegal  practice,  and  if  he  is  not  the  candidate 
or  the  election  agent  of  a  candidate,  shall  be  liable  on  summary  conviction 
to  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds. 
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19. — Saving  for  creditors. — The  provisions  of  this  Act  prohibiting 
certain  payments  and  contracts  for  payments,  and  the  payment  of  any 
sum,  and  the  incurring  of  any  expense  in  excess  of  a  certain  maximum, 
shall  not  affect  the  right  of  any  creditor,  who,  when  the  contract  was 
made  or  the  expense  was  incurred,  was  ignorant  of  the  same  being  in 
contravention  of  this  Act. 

20. —  Use  of  committee  room  in  house  for  sale  of  intoxicating  lujuor  or 
refreshment,  or  in  elementary  school,  to  be  illegal  hiring. — (a)  Any  premises 
on  which  the  sale  by  wholesale  or  retail  of  any  intoxicating  liquor  is 
authorised  by  a  licence  (whether  the  licence  be  for  consumption  on  or  off 
the  premises),  or 

(b)  Any  premises  where  any  intoxicating  liquor  is  sold,  or  is  supplied 
to  members  of  a  club,  society,  or  association  other  than  a  permanent 
political  club,  or 

(c)  Any  premises  whereon  refreshment  of  any  kind,  whether  food  or 
drink,  is  ordinarily  sold  for  consumption  on  the  premises,  or 

((/)  The  premises  of  any  public  elementary  school  in  receipt  of  an 
annual  parliamentary  grant,  or  any  part  of  any  such  premises,  shall  not 
be  used  as  a  committee  room  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  or  procuring 
the  election  of  a  candidate  at  an  election,  and  if  any  person  hires  or  uses 
any  such  premises  or  any  part  thereof  for  a  committee  room  he  shall  be 
guilty  of  illegal  hiring,  and  the  person  letting  such  premises  or  part,  if 
he  knew  it  was  intended  to  use  the  same  as  a  committee  room,  shall  also 
be  guilty  of  illegal  hiring : 

Provided  that  nothing  in  this  section  shall  apply  to  any  part  of  such 
premises  which  is  ordinarily  let  for  the  purpose  of  chambers  or  ofhces  or 
the  holding  of  public  meetings  or  of  arbitrations,  if  such  part  has  a 
separate  entrance  and  no  direct  communication  with  an}'  part  of  the 
premises  on  which  any  intoxicating  liquor  or  refreshment  is  sold  or 
supplied  as  aforesaid. 

21. — Punishment  of  illegal  payment,  employment,  or  hiring. — (1)  A  person 
guilty  of  an  offence  of  illegal  payment,  employment  or  hiring  shall,  ou 
summary  conviction,  be  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds, 

(2)  A  candidate  or  an  election  agent  of  a  candidate  who  is  personally 
guilty  of  an  offence  of  illegal  payment,  employment,  or  hiring  shall  be 
guilty  of  an  illegal  practice. 


Excuse  ami  Exception  for  Corrupt  or  Illegal  Practice  or  Illegal  Payment, 
Employment  or  Hiring. 

22. — Piepmi  exonerating  candvlate  in  certain  cases  of  corrupit  and  illegal 
p)ractice  by  agents. — -Where,  upon  the  trial  of  an  election  petition  respecting 
an  election  for  a  county  or  borough,  the  election  court  report  that  a  candi- 
date at  such  election  has  been  guilty  by  his  agents  of  the  offence  of  treating 
and  undue  influence,  and  illegal  practice,  or  of  any  of  such  oftences,  in  refer- 
ence to  such  election,  and  the  election  court  further  report  that  the  candi- 
date has  proved  to  the  court — 

(a)  That  no  corrupt  or  illegal  practice  was  committed  at  such  election 
by  the  candidate  or  his  election  agent  and  the  offences  mentioned  in  the 
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said  report  were  committed  contrary  to  the  orders  and  without  the 
sanction  or  connivance  of  such  candidate  or  his  election  agent ;  and 

(h)  That  such  candidate  and  his  election  agent  took  all  reasonable 
means  for  preventing  the  commission  of  corrupt  and  illegal  practices  at 
such  election  ;  and 

(c)  That  the  offences  mentioned  in  the  said  report  were  of  a  trivial, 
unimportant,  and  limited  character  ;  and 

('/)  That  in  all  other  respects  the  election  was  free  from  any  corrupt 
or  illegal  practice  on  the  part  of  such  candidate  and  of  his  agents ; 
then  the  election  of  such  candidate  shall  not,  by  reason  of  the  offences 
mentioned  in  such  report,  be  void,  nor  shall  the  candidate  be  subject  to 
any  incapacity  under  this  Act. 

23. — Power  of  High  Court  and  election  court  to  except  innocent  act  from 
being  illegal  jyractice,  cir. — Where,  on  application  made,  it  is  shown  to  the 
High  Court  or  to  an  election  court  by  such  evidence  as  seems  to  the  Court 
sutficient — ■ 

(a)  That  any  act  or  omission  of  a  candidate  at  any  election,  or  of  his 
election  agent  or  of  any  other  agent  or  person,  would,  by  reason  of  being 
a  payment,  engagement,  employment,  or  contract  in  contravention  of  this 
Act,  or  being  the  payment  of  a  sum  or  the  incurring  of  expense  in  excess 
of  any  maximum  amount  allowed  by  this  Act,  or  of  otherwise  being  in 
contravention  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  be  but  for  this  section 
an  illegal  practice,  payment,  employment,  or  hiring ;  and 

{h)  That  such  act  or  omission  arose  from  inadvertence  or  from  acci- 
dental miscalculation  or  from  some  other  reasonable  cause  of  a  like  nature, 
and  in  any  case  did  not  arise  from  any  want  of  good  faith  ;  and 

(c)  That  such  notice  of  the  application  has  been  given  in  the  county 
or  borough  for  which  the  election  was  held  as  to  the  court  seems  fit ; 
and  under  the  circumstances  it  seems  to  the  Court  to  be  just  that  the 
candidate  and  the  said  election  and  other  agent  and  person,  or  any  of 
them,  should  not  be  subject  to  any  of  the  consequences  under  this  Act  of 
the  said  act  or  omission,  the  Court  may  make  an  order  allowing  such  act 
or  omission  to  be  an  exception  from  the  provisions  of  this  Act  which  would 
otherwise  make  the  same  an  illegal  practice,  payment,  employment,  or 
hiring,  and  thereupon  such  candidate,  agent,  or  person  shall  notice  subject 
to  any  of  the  consequences  under  this  Act  of  the  said  act  or  omission. 

Election  Expenses. 

2A. — Nomination  of  election  agent. — (1)  On  or  before  the  day  of  nomina- 
tion at  an  election,  a  person  shall  be  named  by  or  on  behalf  of  each  candi- 
date as  his  agent  for  such  election  (in  this  Act  referred  to  as  the  election 
agent), 

(2)  A  candidate  may  name  himself  as  election  agent,  and  thereupon 
shall,  so  far  as  circumstances  admit,  bo  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this 
Act  both  as  a  candidate  and  as  an  election  agent,  and  any  reference  in 
this  Act  to  an  election  agent  shall  be  construed  to  refer  to  the  candidate 
acting  in  his  capacity  of  electioji  agent. 

(3)  On  or  before  the  day  of  nomination  the  name  and  address  of  the 
election  agent  of  each  candidate  shall  be  declared  in  writing  by  the  candi- 
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date  or  some  other  person  on  his  behalf  to  the  returning  officer,  and  the 
returning  officer  shall  forthwith  give  public  notice  of  the  name  and  address 
of  every  election  agent  so  declared. 

(i)  One  election  agent  only  shall  be  appointed  for  each  candidate,  but 
the  appointment,  whether  the  election  agent  appointed  be  the  candidate 
himself  or  not,  may  be  revoked,  and  in  the  event  of  such  revocation  or  his 
death,  whether  such  event  is  before,  during,  or  after  the  election,  then 
forthwith  another  election  agent  shall  be  appointed,  and  his  name  and 
address  declared  in  writing  to  the  returning  officer,  who  .shall  forthwith 
give  public  notice  of  the  same. 

25. — Nominatimi  of  dejntfi/  election  agent  as  sub-agent. — (1)  In  the  case  of 
the  elections  specified  in  that  behalf  in  the  First  Schedule  to  this  Act  an 
election  agent  of  a  candidate  may  appoint  the  number  of  deputies  therein 
mentioned  (which  deputies  are  in  this  Act  referred  to  as  sub-agents),  to 
act  within  different  polling  districts. 

(2)  As  regards  matters  in  a  polling  district  the  election  agent  may  act 
by  the  sub-agent  for  that  district,  and  anything  done  for  the  purposes  of 
this  Act  by  or  to  the  sub-agent  in  his  district  shall  be  deemed  to  be  done 
by  or  to  the  election  agent,  and  any  act  or  default  of  a  sub-agent  which, 
if  he  were  the  election  agent,  would  be  an  illegal  practice  or  other  offence 
against  this  Act,  shall  be  an  illegal  practice  and  offence  against  this  Act 
committed  by  the  sub-agent,  and  the  sub-agent  shall  be  liable  to  punish- 
ment accordingly  ;  and  the  candidate  shall  suffer  the  like  incapacity  as 
if  the  said  act  or  default  had  been  the  act  or  default  of  the  election  agent. 

(3)  One  clear  day  before  the  polling  the  election  agent  shall  declare 
in  writing  the  name  and  address  of  every  sub-agent  to  the  returning 
officer,  and  the  returning  officer  shall  forthwith  give  public  notice  of  the 
name  and  address  of  every  sub-agent  so  declared. 

(4)  The  appointment  of  a  sub-agent  shall  not  be  vacated  by  the  election 
agent  who  appointed  him  ceasing  to  be  election  agent,  but  may  be  revoked 
by  the  election  agent  for  the  time  being  of  the  candidate,  and  in  the 
event  of  such  revocation  or  of  the  death  of  a  sub-agent  another  sub- 
agent  may  be  appointed,  and  his  name  and  address  shall  be  forthwith 
declared  in  writing  to  the  returning  officer,  who  shall  forth  with  give  public 
notice  of  the  same. 

26. — Ojfire  of  election  agent  and  sub-agent. — (1)  An  election  agent  at  an 
election  for  a  county  or  borough  shall  have  within  the  county  or  borough, 
or  within  any  county  of  a  city  or  town  adjoining  thereto,  and  a  sub-agent 
shall  have  within  hiis  district,  or  within  any  county  of  a  city  or  town 
adjoining  thereto,  an  office  or  place  to  which  all  claims,  notices,  writs, 
summons,  and  documents  may  be  sent,  and  the  address  of  such  office  or 
place  shall  be  declared  at  the  same  time  as  the  appointment  of  the  said 
agent  to  the  returning  officer,  and  shall  be  stated  in  the  public  notice  of 
the  name  of  the  agent. 

(2)  Any  claim,  notice,  writ,  summons,  or  document  delivered  at  such 
office  or  place,  and  addressed  to  the  election  agent  or  sub-agent,  as  the 
case  may  be,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  served  on  him,  and  every  such 
agent  may  in  respect  of  any  matter  connected  with  the  election  in  which 
he  is  acting  be  sued  in  any  Court  having  jurisdiction  in  the  county  or 
borough  in  which  the  said  office  or  place  is  situate. 
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27. — Making  of  contracts  through  election  agent. — (1)  The  election  agent 
of  a  candidate  by  himself  or  by  his  sub-agent  shall  appoint  every  polling 
agent,  clerk,  and  messenger  employed  for  payment  on  behalf  of  the  candi- 
date at  an  election,  and  hire  every  committee  room  hired  on  behalf  of  the 
candidate. 

(2)  A  contract  whereby  any  expenses  are  incurred  on  account  of  or  in 
respect  of  the  conduct  or  management  of  an  election  shall  not  be  enfoice- 
able  against  a  candidate  at  such  election  unless  made  by  the  candidate 
himself  or  by  his  election  agent,  either  by  himself  or  by  his  sub-agent ; 
provided  that  the  inability  under  this  section  to  enforce  such  contract 
against  the  candidate  shall  not  relieve  the  candidate  from  the  consequences 
of  any  corrupt  or  illegal  practice  having  been  committed  by  his  agent. 

28. — Payment  of  expenses  through  election  agent. — (1)  Except  as  permitted 
by  or  in  pursuance  of  this  Act,  no  payment  and  no  advance  or  deposit 
shall  be  made  by  a  candidate  at  an  election,  or  by  any  agent  on  behalf  of 
the  candidate,  or  by  any  other  person  at  any  time,  whether  before,  during, 
or  after  such  election,  in  respect  of  any  expenses  incurred  on  account  of 
or  in  respect  of  the  conduct  or  management  of  such  election,  otherwise 
than  by  or  through  the  election  agent  of  the  candidate,  whether  acting  in 
person  or  by  a  sub-agent ;  and  all  money  provided  by  any  person  other 
than  the  candidate  for  any  expenses  incurred  on  account  of  or  in  respect 
of  the  conduct  or  management  of  the  election,  whether  as  gift,  loan, 
advance,  or  deposit,  shall  be  paid  to  the  candidate  or  his  election  agent, 
and  not  otherwise ; 

Provided  that  this  section  shall  not  be  deemed  to  apply  to  a  tender  of 
security  to  or  any  payment  by  the  returning  officer,  or  to  any  sum  dis- 
bursed by  any  person  out  of  his  own  money  for  any  small  expense  legally 
incurred  by  himself  if  such  sum  is  not  repaid  to  him. 

(2)  A  person  who  makes  any  payment,  advance,  or  deposit  in  contra- 
vention of  this  section,  or  pays  in  contravention  of  this  section  any  money 
so  provided  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  guilty  of  an  illegal  practice. 

29. — Period  for  sending  in  claims  and  making pai/rnents for  election  expenses. 
■ — (1)  Every  payment  made  by  an  election  agent,  whether  by  himself  or 
a  sub-agent,  in  respect  of  any  expenses  incurred  on  account  of  or  in  respect 
of  the  conduct  or  management  of  an  election,  shall,  except  where  less  than 
forty  shillings,  be  vouched  for  by  a  bill  stating  the  particulars,  and  by  a 
receipt. 

(2)  Every  claim  against  a  candidate  at  an  election  or  his  election  agent 
in  respect  of  any  expenses  incurred  on  account  of  or  in  respect  of  the  con- 
duct or  management  of  such  election  which  is  not  sent  in  to  the  election 
agent  within  the  time  limited  by  this  Act  shall  be  barred  and  shall  not  be 
paid  ;  and,  subject  to  such  exception  as  may  be  allowed  in  pursuance  of 
this  Act,  an  election  agent  who  pays  a  claim  in  contravention  of  this 
enactment  shall  be  guilty  of  an  illegal  practice. 

(3)  Except  as  by  this  Act  permitted,  the  time  limited  by  this  Act  for 
sending  in  claims  shall  be  fourteen  days  after  the  day  on  which  the  candi- 
dates returned  are  declared  elected. 

(4)  All  expenses  incurred  by  or  on  behalf  of  a  candidate  at  an  election, 
which  are  incurred  on  account  of  or  in  res])ect  of  the  conduct  or  manage- 
ment of  such  election,  shall  he  paid  within  the  time  limited  by  this  Act 
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and  not  otherwise ;  and,  subject  to  such  exception  as  may  be  allowed  in 
pursuance  of  this  Act,  an  election  agent  who  makes  a  payment  in  con- 
travention of  this  provision  shall  be  guilty  of  an  illegal  practice. 

(5)  Except  as  by  this  Act  permitted,  the  time  limited  by  this  Act  for 
the  payment  of  such  expenses  as  aforesaid  shall  be  twenty-eight  days  after 
the  day  on  which  the  candidates  returned  are  declared  elected. 

(6)  Where  the  election  court  reports  that  it  has  been  proved  to  such 
court  by  a  candidate  that  any  payment  made  by  an  election  agent  in  con- 
travention of  this  section  was  made  without  the  sanction  or  connivance 
of  such  candidate,  the  election  of  such  candidate  shall  not  be  void,  nor 
shall  he  be  subject  to  any  incapacity  under  this  Act  by  reason  only  of 
such  payment  having  been  made  in  contravention  of  this  section. 

(7)  If  the  election  agent  in  the  case  of  any  claim  sent  in  to  him  within 
the  time  limited  by  this  Act  disputes  it,  or  refuses  or  fails  to  pay  it  within 
the  said  period  of  twenty-eight  days,  such  claim  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a 
disputed  claim. 

(8)  The  claimant  may,  if  he  thinks  fit,  bring  an  action  for  a  disputed 
claim  in  any  competent  court;  and  any  sum  paid  bv  the  candidate  or  his 
agent  in  pursuance  of  the  judgment  or  order  of  such  court  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  paid  within  the  time  limited  by  this  Act,  and  to  be  an  exception  from 
the  provisions  of  this  Act,  requiring  claims  to  be  paid  by  the  election  agent. 

(9)  On  cause  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  High  Court,  such  court 
on  application  by  the  claimant  or  by  the  candidate  or  his  election  agent 
ma}'  b}'  order  give  leave  for  the  payment  1)y  a  candidate  or  his  election 
agent  of  a  disputed  claim,  or  of  a  claim  for  any  such  expenses  as  afore- 
said, although  sent  in  after  the  time  in  this  section  mentioned  for  sending 
in  claims,  or  although  the  same  Avas  sent  in  to  the  candidate  and  not  to 
the  election  agent. 

(10)  Any  sum  specified  in  the  order  of  leave  may  be  paid  by  the 
candidate  or  his  election  agent,  and  when  paid  in  pursuance  of  such  leave 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  paid  within  the  time  limited  by  this  Act. 

30. — Reference  to  taxation  of  cJaiui  against  candidates. — If  any  action  is 
brought  in  any  competent  court  to  recover  a  disputed  claim  against  a 
candidate  at  an  election,  or  his  election  agent,  in  respect  of  any  expenses 
incurred  on  account  or  in  respect  of  the  conduct  or  management  of  such 
election,  and  the  defendant  admits  his  liability,  but  disputes  the  amount 
of  the  claim,  the  said  amount  shall,  unless  the  court,  on  the  application 
of  the  plaintiff"  in  the  action,  otherwise  directs,  be  forthwith  referred  for 
taxation  to  the  master,  official  referee,  registrar,  or  other  proper  officer  of 
the  court,  and  the  amount  found  due  on  such  taxation  shall  be  the  amount 
to  be  recovered  in  such  action  in  respect  of  such  claim. 

31. — Personal  expenses  of  candidate  and  j^etl}/ expenses. — (1)  The  candi- 
date at  an  election  may  pay  any  personal  expenses  incurred  by  him  on 
account  of  or  in  connexion  with  or  incidental  to  such  election  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds,  but  any  further  personal 
expenses  so  incurred  by  him  shall  be  paid  by  his  election  agent. 

(2)  The  candidate  shall  send  to  the  election  agent  within  the  time 
limited  by  this  Act  for  sending  in  claims  a  written  statement  of  the 
amount  of  personal  expenses  paid  as  aforesaid  by  such  candidate. 

(3)  Any  person  may,  if  so  authorised  in  writing  by  the  election  agent 
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of  the  candidate,  pay  any  necessary  expenses  for  stationery,  postage, 
telegrams,  and  other  petty  expenses,  to  a  total  amount  not  exceeding 
that  named  in  the  authority,  but  any  excess  above  the  total  amount  so 
named  shall  be  paid  by  the  election  agent. 

(4)  A  statement  of  the  particulars  of  payments  made  by  any  person 
so  authorised  shall  be  sent  to  the  election  agent  within  the  time  limited 
by  this  Act  for  the  sending  in  of  claims,  and  shall  be  vouched  for  by  a 
bill  containing  the  receipt  of  that  person. 

32.^ — Piemuneration  of  election  agent  and  returning  officer's  expenses. — (1) 
So  far  as  circumstances  admit,  this  Act  shall  apply  to  a  claim  for  his 
remuneration  by  an  election  agent  and  to  the  payment  thereof  in  like 
manner  as  if  he  were  any  other  creditor,  and  if  any  difference  arises 
respecting  the  amount  of  such  claim  the  claim  shall  be  a  disputed  claim 
within  the  meaning  of  this  Act,  and  be  dealt  with  accordingly. 

(2)  The  account  of  the  charges  claimed  by  the  returning  officer  in 
the  case  of  a  candidate  and  transmitted  in  pursuance  of  section  four  of 
the  Parliamentary  Elections  (Ileturning  Officers)  Act,  1875,  shall  be 
transmitted  within  the  time  specified  in  the  said  section  to  the  election 
agent  of  the  candidate,  and  need  not  be  transmitted  to  the  candidate. 

33. — Return  and  declaration  respecting  election  expenses. — (1)  Within 
thirty-five  days  after  the  day  on  which  the  candidates  returned  at  an 
election  are  declared  elected,  the  election  agent  of  every  candidate  at 
that  election  shall  transmit  to  the  returning  officer  a  true  return  (in  this 
Act  referred  to  as  a  return  respecting  election  expenses),  in  the  form  set 
forth  in  the  Second  Schedule  to  this  Act  or  to  the  like  effect,  containing, 
as  respects  that  candidate, — 

{a)  A  statement  of  all  payments  made  by  the  election  agent,  together 
with  all  the  bills  and  receipts  (which  bills  and  receipts  are  in 
this  Act  included  in  the  expression  "return  respecting  election 
expenses  ") ; 

(b)  A  statement  of  the  amount  of  personal  expenses,  if  any,  paid  by 

the  candidate ; 

(c)  A  statement  of  the  sums  paid   to  the  returning  ofl[icer  for  his 

charges,  or,  if  the  amount  is  in  dispute,  of  the  sum  claimed  and 
the  amount  disputed ; 

(d)  A  statement  of  all  other  disputed  claims  of  which  the  election 

agent  is  aware ; 

(e)  A  statement  of  all  the  unpaid  claims,  if  any,  of  which  the  election 

agent  is  aware,  in  respect  of  which  application  has  been  or  is 
about  to  be  made  to  the  High  Court ; 
(/)  A  statement  of  all  money,  securities,  and  equivalent  of  money 
received  by  the  election  agent  from  the  candidate  or  any  other 
person  for  the  purpose  of  expenses  incurred  or  to  be  incurred 
on  account  of  or  in  respect  of  the  conduct  or  management  of  the 
election,   with  a  statement  of  the  name  of  every  person   from 
whom  the  same  may  have  been  received. 
(2)  The  return  so  transmitted  to  the  returning  officer  shall  be  accom- 
panied by  a  declaration  made  by  the  election  agent  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace  in  the  form  in  the  Second  Schedule  to  this  Act  (which  declaration 
is  in  this  Act  referred  to  as  a  declaration  respecting  election  expenses). 
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(3)  Where  the  candidate  has  named  himself  as  his  election  agent,  a 
statement  of  all  money,  securities,  and  equivalent  of  money  paid  by  the 
candidate  shall  be  substituted  in  the  return  required  by  this  section  to  be 
transmitted  by  the  election  agent  for  the  like  statement  of  money, 
securities,  and  equivalent  of  money  received  by  the  election  agent  from 
the  candidate ;  and  the  declaration  by  an  election  agent  respecting 
election  expenses  need  not  be  made,  and  the  declaration  by  the  candidate 
respecting  election  expenses  shall  be  modified  as  specified  in  the  Second 
Schedule  to  this  Act. 

(4)  At  the  same  time  that  the  agent  transmits  the  said  return,  or 
within  seven  days  afterwards,  the  candidate  shall  transmit  or  cause  to 
be  transmitted  to  the  returning  officer  a  declaration  made  by  him  before 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  in  the  form  in  the  first  part  of  the  Second  Schedule 
to  this  Act  (which  declaration  is  in  this  Act  referred  to  as  a  declaration 
respecting  election  expenses). 

(5)  If  in  the  case  of  an  election  for  any  county  or  borough,  the  said 
return  and  declarations  are  not  transmitted  before  the  expiration  of  the 
time  limited  for  the  purpose,  the  candidate  shall  not,  after  the  expiration 
of  such  time,  sit  or  vote  in  the  House  of  Commons  as  member  for  that 
county  or  borough  until  either  such  return  and  declarations  have  been 
transmitted,  or  until  the  date  of  the  allowance  of  such  an  authorised 
excuse  for  the  failure  to  transmit  the  same,  as  in  this  Act  mentioned, 
and  if  he  sits  or  votes  in  contravention  of  this  enactment  he  shall  forfeit 
one  hundred  pounds  for  every  day  on  which  he  so  sits  or  votes  to  any 
person  who  sues  for  the  same. 

(6)  If  without  such  authorised  excuse  as  in  this  Act  mentioned,  a 
candidate  or  an  election  agent  fails  to  comply  Avith  the  requirements  of 
this  section  he  shall  be  guilty  of  an  illegal  practice. 

(7)  If  any  candidate  or  election  agent  knowingly  makes  the  declara- 
tion required  by  this  section  falsely,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence, 
and  on  conviction  thereof  on  indictment  shall  be  liable  to  the  punishment 
for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury ;  such  offence  shall  also  be  deemed  to  be 
a  corrupt  practice  within  the  meaning  of  this  Act. 

(8)  Where  the  candidate  is  out  of  the  United  Kingdom  at  the  time 
when  the  return  is  so  transmitted  to  the  returning  officer,  the  declaration 
required  by  this  section  may  be  made  by  him  within  foiu-teen  days  after 
his  return  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  in  that  case  shall  be  forthwith 
transmitted  to  the  returning  officer,  but  the  delay  hereby  authorised  in 
making  such  declaration  shall  not  exonerate  the  election  agent  from 
complying  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act  as  to  the  return  and  declaration 
respecting  election  expenses. 

(9)  Where,  after  the  date  at  which  the  return  respecting  election 
expenses  is  transmitted,  leave  is  given  by  the  High  Court  for  any  claims 
to  be  paid,  the  candidate  or  his  election  agent  shall,  within  seven  days 
after  the  payment  thereof,  transmit  to  the  returning  officer  a  return  of 
the  sums  paid  in  pursuance  of  such  leave,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the 
•order  of  the  court  giving  leave,  and  in  default  he  shall  be  deemed  to  haA'e 
failed  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  this  section  without  such 
authorised  excuse  as  in  this  Act  mentioned. 

34. — Authorised  excuse  for  non-compliance  icith  provisions  as  to  return  and 
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declaration  respecting  election  exjjenses. — (1)  Where  the  return  and  declara- 
tions respecting  election  expenses  of  a  candidate  at  an  election  for  a  county 
or  borough  have  not  been  transmitted  as  required  by  this  Act,  or  being 
transmitted  contain  some  error  or  false  statement,  then — - 

(a)  if  the  candidate  applies  to  the  High  Court,  or  an  election  court, 
and  shows  that  the  failure  to  transmit  such  return  and  declara- 
tions, or  any  of  them,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  any  error  or  false 
statement  therein,  has  arisen  by  reason  of  his  illness,  or  of  the 
absence,  death,  illness,  or  misconduct  of  his  election  agent  or  sub- 
agent,  or  of  any  clerk  or  officer  of  such  agent,  or  by  reason  of 
inadvertence,  or  of  any  reasonable  cause  of  a  like  nature,  and  not 
by  reason  of  any  want  of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  the  applicant,  or 
(h)  if  the  election  agent  of  the  candidate  applies  to  the  High  Court,  or 
an  election  court,  and  shows  that  the  failure  to  transmit  the  return 
and  declarations  which  he  was  required  to  transmit,  or  any  part 
thereof,  or  any  error  or  false  statement  therein,  arose  by  reason 
of  his  illness,  or  of  the  death  or  illness  of  any  prior  election  agent 
of  the  candidate,  or  of  the  absence,  death,  illness,  or  misconduct 
of  any  sub-agent,  clerk,  or  officer  of  an  election  agent  of    the 
candidate,  or  by  reason  of  inadvertence  or  of  any  reasonable  cause 
of  a  like  nature,  and  not  by  reason  of  any  want  of  good  faith  on 
the  part  of  the  applicant, 
the  court  may,  after  such  notice  of  the  application  in  the  said  county  or 
borough,  and  on  production  of  such  evidence  of  the  grounds  stated  in  the 
application,  and  of  the  good  faith  of  the  application,  and  otherwise,  as  to 
the  court  seems  fit,  make  such  order  for  allowing  an  authorised  excuse 
for   the   failure   to   transmit    such   return   and   declaration,    or    for   an 
error  or  false  statement  in  such  return  and  declaration,  as  to  the  court 
seems  just. 

(2)  Where  it  appears  to  the  court  that  any  person  being  or  having 
been  election  agent  or  sub-agent  has  refused  or  failed  to  make  such  return 
or  to  supply  such  particulars  as  will  enable  the  candidate  and  his  election 
agent  respectively  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act  as  to  the 
return  and  declaration  respecting  election  expenses,  the  court  before 
making  an  order  allowing  the  excuse  as  in  this  section  mentioned  shall 
order  such  person  to  attend  before  the  court,  and  on  his  attendance  shall, 
unless  he  shows  cause  to  the  contrary,  order  him  to  make  the  return  and 
declaration,  or  to  deliver  a  statement  of  the  particulars  required  to  1)e 
contained  in  the  return,  as  to  the  court  seem  just,  and  to  make  or  deliver 
the  same  within  such  time  and  to  such  person  and  in  such  manner  as  the 
court  may  direct,  or  may  order  him  to  be  examined  with  respect  to  such 
particulai's,  and  may  in  default  of  compliance  with  any  such  order,  order 
him  to  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds. 

(3)  The  order  may  make  the  allowance  conditional  upon  the  making 
of  the  return  and  declaration  in  a  modified  form  or  within  an  extended 
time,  and  upon  the  compliance  with  such  other  terms  as  to  the  court  seem 
best  calculated  for  carrying  into  efiect  the  objects  of  this  Act ;  and  an 
order  allowing  an  authorised  excuse  shall  relieve  the  applicant  for  the 
order  from  any  liability  or  conseciuences  under  this  Act  in  respect  of  the 
matter  excusefl  by  the  order ;  and  where  it  is  proved  by  the  candidate  to 
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the  court  that  any  act  or  omission  of  the  election  agent  in  relation  to  the 
return  and  declaration  respecting  election  expenses  was  without  the  sanc- 
tion or  connivance  of  the  candidate,  and  that  the  candidate  took  all 
reasonable  means  for  preventing  such  act  or  omission,  the  court  shall 
relieve  the  candidate  from  the  consequences  of  such  act  or  omission  on 
the  part  of  his  election  agent. 

(4)  The  date  of  the  order,  or  if  conditions  and  terms  are  to  be  com- 
plied with,  the  date  at  which  the  applicant  fully  complies  with  them,  is 
referred  to  in  this  Act  as  the  date  of  the  allowance  of  the  excuse. 

35. — Fuhlicatum  of  surnmari/  of  return  of  election  exj^enses. — (1)  The  return- 
ing officer  at  an  election  within  ten  days  after  he  receives  from  the  election 
agent  of  a  candidate  a  return  respecting  election  expenses  shall  publish  a 
summary  of  the  return  in  not  less  than  two  newspapers  circulating  in  the 
county  or  borough  for  which  the  election  was  held,  accompanied  by  a 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  at  which  the  return  and  declarations  (includ- 
ing the  accompanying  documents)  can  be  inspected,  and  may  charge  the 
candidate  in  respect  of  such  publication,  and  the  amount  of  such  charge 
shall  be  the  sum  allowed  by  the  Parliamentary  Elections  (Returning 
Officers)  Act,  1875. 

(2)  The  return  and  declarations  (including  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments) sent  to  the  returning  officer  by  an  election  agent  shall  be  kept  at 
the  office  of  the  returning  officer,  or  some  convenient  place  appointed  by 
him,  and  shall  at  all  reasonable  times  during  two  years  next  after  they 
are  received  by  the  returning  officer  be  open  to  inspection  by  any  person 
on  payment  of  a  fee  of  one  shilling,  and  the  returning  officer  shall  on 
demand  furnish  copies  thereof  or  any  part  thereof  at  the  price  of  two- 
pence for  every  seventy-two  words.  After  the  expiration  of  the  said 
two  years  the  returning  officer  may  cause  the  said  return  and  declarations 
(including  the  accompanying  documents)  to  be  destroyed,  or  if  the 
candidate  or  his  election  agent  so  require,  shall  return  the  same  to  the 
candidate. 

Disqualification  of  Electors. 

36. — Prohibition  of  persons  guilty  of  cornipt  w  illegal  practices,  cix.,  from 
voting.  Prohibition  of  disipialified  persons  from  voting. — Every  person  guilty 
of  a  corrupt  or  illegal  practice  or  of  illegal  employment,  payment,  or  hiring 
at  an  election  is  prohibited  from  voting  at  such  election,  and  if  any  such 
person  votes  his  vote  shall  be  void. 

37. — Every  person  who,  in  consequence  of  conviction  or  of  the  report 
of  any  election  court  or  election  commissioners  under  this  Act,  or  under 
the  Corrupt  Practices  (Municipal  Elections)  Act,  1872,  or  under  Part  lY. 
of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1882,  or  under  any  other  Act  for  the 
time  being  in  force  relating  to  corrupt  practices  at  an  election  for  any 
public  office,  has  become  incapable  of  voting  at  any  election,  whether  a 
parliamentary  election  or  an  election  to  any  public  office,  is  prohibited 
from  voting  at  any  such  election,  and  his  vote  shall  be  void. 

[Ss.  38-46  relate  to  election  petitions  and  oiminal  proceedings  in  relation 
thereto  and  have  been  omitted.^ 

47. — Amendment  of  law  as  to  polling  distncts  and  polling  places. 
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48. — Conveijance  of  voters  hij  sea  in  certain  cases. — AVhere  the  nature  of 
a  county  is  such  that  any  electors  residing  therein  are  unable  at  an  election 
for  such  county  to  reach  their  polling  place  without  crossing  the  sea  or  a 
branch  or  arm  thereof,  this  Act  shall  not  prevent  the  provision  of  means 
for  conveying  such  electors  by  sea  to  their  polling  place,  and  the  amount 
of  payment  for  such  means  of  conveyance  may  be  in  addition  to  the 
maximum  amount  of  expenses  allowed  by  this  Act. 

[Ss.  47-61.     See  note  at  end  of  s.  37.] 

62. — Fuhlication  and  service  of  notices.  35  (&  36  Vict.  c.  33. — (1)  Any 
public  notice  required  to  be  given  by  the  returning  officer  under  this  Act 
shall  be  given  in  the  manner  in  which  he  is  directed  by  the  Ballot  Act, 
1872,  to  give  a  public  notice. 

(2)  Where  any  summons,  notice,  or  document  is  required  to  be  served 
on  any  person  with  reference  to  any  proceeding  respecting  an  election 
for  a  county  or  borough,  whether  for  the  purpose  of  causing  him  to 
appear  before  the  High  Court  or  any  election  court,  or  election  com- 
missioners, or  otherwise,  or  for  the  purpose  of  giving  him  an  opportunity 
of  making  a  statement,  or  shewing  cause,  or  being  heard  by  himself,  before 
any  court  or  commissioners,  for  any  purpose  of  this  Act,  such  summons, 
notice,  or  document  may  be  served  either  by  delivering  the  same  to  such 
person,  or  by  leaving  the  same  at,  or  sending  the  same  by  post  by  a 
registered  letter  to,  his  last  known  place  of  abode  in  the  said  county  or 
borough,  or  if  the  proceeding  is  before  any  court  or  commissioners,  in 
such  other  manner  as  the  court  or  commissioners  may  direct,  and  in 
proving  such  service  by  post  it  shall  be  sufficient  to  prove  that  the  letter 
was  prepaid,  properly  addressed,  and  registered  with  the  post  office. 

(3)  In  the  form  of  notice  of  a  parliamentary  election  set  forth  in  the 
Second  Schedule  to  the  Ballot  Act,  1872,  the  words  "or  any  illegal 
practice"  shall  be  inserted  after  the  words  "or  other  corrupt  practices," 
and  the  words  "Corrupt  and  Illegal  Practices  Prevention  Act,  1883," 
shall  be  inserted  after  the  words  "  Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Act, 
1854." 

63. — Definition  of  candidate,  and  saving  foi'  persons  nominated  without 
consent. — (1)  In  the  Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Acts,  as  amended  by 
this  Act,  the  expression  "  candidate  at  an  election  "  and  the  expression 
"candidate"  respectively  mean,  unless  the  context  otherwise  requires,  any 
person  elected  to  serve  in  Parliament  at  such  election,  and  any  person 
who  is  nominated  as  a  candidate  at  such  election,  or  is  declared  by  him- 
self or  by  others  to  be  a  candidate,  on  or  after  the  day  of  the  issue  of  the 
writ  for  such  election,  or  after  the  dissolution  or  vacancy  in  consequence 
of  which  such  writ  has  been  issued. 

(2)  Provided  that  where  a  person  has  been  nominated  as  a  candidate 
or  declared  to  be  a  candidate  by  others,  then — 

(a)  If  he  was  so  nominated  or  declared  without  his  consent,  nothing  in 

this  Act  shall  be  construed  to  impose  any  liability  on  such 
person,  unless  he  has  afterwards  given  his  assent  to  such  nomina- 
tion or  declaration  or  has  been  elected  ;  and 

(b)  If  he  was  so  nominated  or  declared,  either  without  his  consent  or 

in  his  absence  and  he  takes  no  part  in  the  election,  he  may,  if 
he  thinks  fit,  make  the  declaration  respecting  election  expenses 
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contained  in  the  second  part  of  the  Second  Schedule  to  this  Act, 
and  the  election  agent  shall,  so  far  as  circumstances  admit,  comply 
Avith  the  provisions  of  this  Act  with  respect  to  expenses  incurred 
on  account  of  or  in  respect  of  the  conduct  or  management  of  the 
election  in  like  manner  as  if  the  candidate  had  been  nominated  or 
declared  with  his  consent. 

64. — General  interpretation  of  terms. — In  this  Act,  unless  the  context 
otherwise  requires — 

The  expression  "election"  means  the  election  of  a  member  or  mem- 
bers to  serve  in  Parliament : 

The  expression  "  election  petition "  means  a  petition  presented  in 
pursuance  of  the  Parliamentary  Elections  Act,  1868,  as  amended 
by  this  Act  : 

The  expression  "election  court"  means  the  judges  presiding  at  the 
trial  of  an  election  petition,  or,  if  the  matter  comes  before  the 
High  Court,  that  court : 

The  expression  "Election  Commissioners"  means  commissioners  ap- 
pointed in  pursuance  of  the  Election  Commissioners  Act,  1852, 
and  the  enactments  amending  the  same  : 

The  expression  "  the  Attorney-General "  includes  the  Solicitor-General 
in  cases  where  the  office  of  the  Attorney-General  is  vacant  or  the 
Attorney-General  is  interested  or  otherwise  unable  to  act : 

The  expression  "  registration  otiicer  "  means  the  clerk  of  the  peace  in 
a  county,  and  the  town  clerk  in  a  borough,  as  respectively 
defined  by  the  enactments  relating  to  the  registration  of  Parlia- 
mentary electors  : 

The  expression  "  elector "  means  any  person  whose  name  is  for  the 
time  being  on  the  register  roll  or  book  containing  the  names  of 
the  persons  entitled  to  vote  at  the  election  with  reference  to 
which  the  expression  is  used  : 

The  expression  "  register  of  electors  "  means  the  said  register  roll  or 
book : 

The  expression  "polling  agent"  means  an  agent  of  the  candidate 
appointed  to  attend  at  a  polling  station  in  pursuance  of  the 
Ballot  Act,  1872,  or  of  the  Acts  therein  referred  to  or  amending 
the  same  : 

The  expression  "  person  "  includes  an  association  or  body  of  persons, 
corporate  or  unincorporate,  and  where  any  act  is  done  by  any 
such  association  or  body,  the  members  of  such  association  or 
body  who  have  taken  part  in  the  commission  of  such  act  shall  be 
liable  to  any  fine  or  punishment  imposed  for  the  same  by  this  Act : 

The  expression  "committee  room  "  shall  not  include  any  house  or  room 
occupied  by  a  candidate  at  an  election  as  a  dwelling,  by  reason 
only  of  the  candidate  there  transacting  business  with  his  agents 
in  relation  to  such  election  ;  nor  shall  any  room  or  building  be 
deemed  to  be  a  committee  room  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act 
by  reason  only  of  the  candidate  or  any  agent  of  the  candidate 
addressing  therein  electors,  committeemen,  or  others  : 

The  expression  "public  office  "  means  any  office  under  the  Crown  or 
under  the  charter  of  a  city  or  municipal  borough  or  under  the  Acts 
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relating  to  Municipal  Corporations  or  to  the  Poor  Law,  or  under 
the  Elementary  Education  Act,  1870,  or  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  or  under  any  Acts  amending  the  above-mentioned 
Acts,  or  under  any  other  Acts  for  the  time  being  in  force 
(whether  passed  before  or  after  the  commencement  of  this  Act) 
relating  to  local  government,  whether  the  office  is  that  of  mayor, 
chairman,  alderman,  councillor,  guardian,  member  of  a  board, 
commission,  or  other  local  authority  in  any  county,  city,  borough, 
union,  sanitary  district,  or  other  area,  or  is  the  office  of  clerk  of 
the  peace,  town  clerk,  clerk  or  other  officer  under  a  council, 
board,  commission,  or  other  authority,  or  is  any  other  office,  to 
which  a  person  is  elected  or  appointed  under  any  such  charter 
or  Act  as  above-mentioned,  and  includes  any  other  municipal  or 
parochial  office ;  and  the  expressions  "  election,"  "  election  peti- 
tion," "election  court,"  and  "register  of  electors,"  shall,  where 
expressed  to  refer  to  an  election  for  any  such  public  office,  be 
construed  accordingly  : 

The  expression  "judicial  office"  includes  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  and  revising  barrister  : 

The  expression  "  personal  expenses "  as  used  with  respect  to  the 
expenditure  of  any  candidate  in  relation  to  any  election  includes 
the  reasonable  travelling  expenses  of  such  candidate,  and  the 
reasonable  expenses  of  his  living  at  hotels  or  elsewhere  for  the 
purposes  of  and  in  relation  to  such  election  : 

The  expression  "  indictment "  includes  information  : 

The  expression  "  costs  "  includes  costs,  charges  and  expenses : 

The  expression  "  payment "  includes  any  pecuniary  or  other  reward  ; 
and  the  expressions  "  pecuniary  reward  "  and  "  money  "  shall  be 
deemed  to  include  any  office,  place,  or  emjiloyment,  and  any 
valuable  security  or  other  equivalent  for  money,  and  any  valuable 
consideration,  and  expressions  referring  to  money  shall  be  con- 
strued accordingly  : 

The  expression  "Licensing  Acts"  means  the  Licensing  Acts,  1872  to 
1874: 

Other  expressions  have  the  same  meaning  as  in  the  Corrupt  Practices 
Prevention  Acts. 

65.— Shmi  Titles. 

[(2)  Repealed.] 

(3)  This  Act   may   be   cited   as   the   Corrupt   and    Illegal  Practices 
Prevention  Act,  1883. 

(4)  This  Act  and  the  Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Acts  may  be  cited 
together  as  the  Coiiupt  Practices  Prevention  Acts,  1854  to  1883. 

66. — Bepeal  of  Ads. 

67. — Commencement  of  Ad. 

Apjylkation  of  Ad  to  Sad] and. 

68. — This  Act  shall  apply  to  Scotland,  with  the  following  modifications  :. 

(1)  The  folhnving  expressions  shall  mean  as  follows  : — 

The  expression  "  misdemeanour  "  shall  mean  crime  and  ofllence  : 
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The  expression  "  indictment  "  shall  include  criminal  letters  : 

The  expression  "solicitor"  shall  mean  enrolled  law  agent : 

The  expression  "revising  barrister"  shall  mean  sheriff: 

The  expression  "  barrister  "  shall  mean  advocate. 

The  expression  "petty  sessional  court"  shall  mean  sheriff  court : 

The  expression  "  quarter  sessions  "  shall  mean  the  Court  of  Justiciary  : 

The  expression  "  registration    officer "   shall  mean  an  assessor  under 

the   enactments   relating  to    the   registration   of   parliamentary 

voters : 
The  expression  "  municipal  borough "  shall  include  royal  burgh  and 

burgh  of  regality  and  buigh  of  barony  : 
The  expression  "Acts  relating  to  municipal  corporations"  shall  include 

the  General  Police  and  Improvement  (Scotland)  Act,  1862,  and 

any  other  Act  relating  to  the  constitution  and  government  of 

burghs  in  Scotland  : 
The  expression  "  mayor  "  shall  mean  provost  or  chief  magistrate  : 
The  expression  "  alderman  "  shall  mean  ])ailie  : 

(2)  The  provisions  of  this  Act  with  respect  to  polling  districts  and  the 
expenses  of  dividing  a  county  or  borough  into  polling  districts  shall  not 
apply  to  Scotland. 

(3)  The  provisions  respecting  the  attendance  at  the  trial  of  an  election 
petition  of  a  representative  of  the  Director  of  Public  Prosecutions  shall  not 
apply  to  Scotland,  and  in  place  thereof  the  following  provisions  shall  have 
effect : 

(a)  At  the  trial  of  every  election  petition  in  Scotland  Her  Majesty's 
advocate  shall  be  represented  by  one  of  his  deputes  or  by  the 
procurator-fiscal  of  the  sheriff  court  of  the  district,  who  shall 
attend  such  trial  as  part  of  his  official  duty,  and  shall  give  all 
necessary  assistance  to  the  judge  with  respect  to  the  citation  of 
witnesses  and  recoveiy  of  documents  : 

{h)  If  the  judge  shall  grant  a  warrant  for  the  apprehension,  commit- 
ment, or  citation  of  any  person  suspected  of  being  guilty  of  a 
corrupt  or  illegal  practice,  the  case  shall  be  reported  to  Her 
Majesty's  advocate  in  order  that  such  person  may  be  brought  to 
trial  before  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary  or  the  sheriff,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  case  : 

(c)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  advocate-depute  or,  in  his  absence,  the 
procurator-fiscal,  ii  it  appears  to  him  that  a  corrupt  or  illegal 
practice  within  the  meaning  of  this  Act  has  been  committed  by 
any  person  who  has  not  received  a  certificate  of  indemnity,  to 
report  the  case  to  Her  Majesty's  advocate  in  order  to  such  person 
being  brought  to  trial  before  the  proper  court,  although  no 
warrant  may  have  been  issued  by  the  judge. 

(4)  The  jurisdiction  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  under  this  Act  shall, 
in  Scotland,  be  exercised  by  one  of  the  Divisions  of  the  Court  of  Session, 
or  by  a  judge  of  the  said  court  to  whom  the  same  may  be  remitted  by  such 
division,  and  subject  to  an  appeal  thereto,  and  the  Court  of  Session  shall 
have  power  to  make  Acts  of  sederunt  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act. 

(5)  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  shall  mean  a  circuit  court  of  Jus- 
ticiary, and  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary  shall  have  powers  to  make  acts 
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of  adjournal  regulating  the  procedure  in  appeals  to  the  circuit  court  under 
this  Act. 

(6)  All  offences  under  this  Act  punishable  on  summary  conviction 
may  be  prosecuted  in  the  sheriff  court  in  manner  provided  by  the  Summary 
Jurisdiction  Acts,  and  all  necessary  jui'isdictions  are  hereby  conferred  on 
sheriffs. 

(7)  The  authority  given  by  this  Act  to  the  Director  of  Public  Prosecu- 
tions in  England  shall  in  Scotland  be  exercised  by  Her  Majesty's  advocate, 
and  the  reference  to  the  Prosecution  of  Offences  Act,  1879,  shall  not 
apply. 

(8)  The  expression  "  Licensing  Acts  "  shall  mean  "  The  Public  Houses 
Acts  Amendment  (Scotland)  Act,  1862,"  and  "The  Publicans'  Certificates 
(Scotland)  Act,  1876,"  and  the  Acts  thereby  amended  and  therein 
recited. 

(9)  The  expression  "  register  of  licences  "  shall  mean  the  register  kept 
in  pursuance  of  section  twelve  of  the  Act  of  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign  of 
King  George  the  Fourth,  chapter  fifty-eight. 

(10)  The  references  to  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and  to  the  Ele- 
mentary Education  Act,  1870,  shall  be  construed  to  refer  to  the  Public 
Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1867,  and  to  the  Elementary  Education  (Scotland) 
Act,  1872. 

(11)  Any  reference  to  the  Parliamentary  Elections  Eeturning  Officers 
Act,  1875,  shall  not  apply. 

(12)  The  provision  with  respect  to  the  registration  officer  sending  the 
corrupt  and  illegal  practices  list  to  overseers  and  the  dealing  with  such 
list  by  overseers  shall  not  apply,  and  in  lieu  thereof  it  is  hereby  enacted 
that  the  assessor  shall  in  counties  include  the  names  of  such  persons  in  the 
list  of  i^ersons  who  have  i)ecome  disqualified,  and  in  boroughs  shall  omit 
the  names  of  such  persons  from  the  list  of  persons  entitled  to  vote. 

(13)  The  power  given  by  this  Act  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  England 
shall  in  Scotland  except  so  far  as  relates  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  be 
exercised  by  the  Lord  Justice-General. 

(14)  Any  reference  to  the  Attorney-General  shall  refer  to  the  Lord 
Advocate. 

(15)  The  provisions  with  respect  to  the  removal  of  cases  to  the  Central 
Ci'iminal  Court  or  to  the  trial  of  cases  at  the  Royal  Courts  of  Justice  shall 
not  apply. 

(16)  Section  thirty-eight  of  the  County  Voters  Registration  (Scotland) 
Act,  1861,  shall  l)e  substituted  for  section  ninety-seven  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Registration  Act,  1843,  where  reference  is  made  to  that  section 
in  this  Act. 

(17)  The  provision  of  this  Act  with  regard  to  costs  shall  not  apply 
to  Scotland,  and  instead  thereof  the  following  provision  shall  have 
effect : — 

The  costs  of  petitions  and  other  proceedings  under  "  The  Parliamentary 
Elections  Act,  1868,"  and  under  this  Act,  shall,  subject  to  any  regulations 
which  the  Court  of  Session  may  make  l:>y  Act  of  sederunt,  be  taxed  as 
nearly  as  possible  according  to  the  same  principles  as  costs  between 
agent  and  client  are  taxed  in  a  cause  in  that  court,  and  the  auditor  shall 
not  allow  any  costs,  charges,  or  expenses  on  a  higher  scale. 
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Application  of  Act  to  Ireland. 

69.  This  Act  shall  apply  to  Ireland,  with  the  following  modifica- 
tions : 

(I)  No  person  shall  be  tried  for  any  oft'ence  against  this  Act  under 
any  of  the  provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Crime  (Ireland)  Act,  1882. 

[  (2)  licpealed.] 

(3)  Section  one  hundred  and  three  of  the  Act  of  the  session  of  the 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth  years  of  the  reign  of  Her  present  Majesty, 
chapter  sixty-nine,  shall  be  substituted  for  section  ninety-seven  of  the 
Parliamentary  Registration  Act,  1843,  where  reference  is  made  to  that 
section  in  this  Act. 

(4)  The  provision  with  respect  to  the  registration  officer  sending  the 
corrupt  and  illegal  practices  list  to  overseers  and  the  dealing  with  such 
list  by  overseers  shall  not  apply,  and  in  lieu  thereof  it  is  hereby  enacted 
that  the  registration  officer  shall,  after  making  out  such  list,  himself  pub- 
lish the  same  in  the  manner  in  which  he  publishes  the  lists  referred  to  in 
the  twenty-first  and  the  thirty-third  sections  of  the  Act  of  the  session  of 
the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  years  of  the  reign  of  Her  present  Majesty, 
chapter  sixty-nine  ;  and  shall  also  in  the  case  of  every  person  in  the  corrupt 
and  illegal  practices  list  enter  "  objected  to "  against  his  name  in  the 
register  and  lists  made  out  by  such  registration  officer  in  like  manner 
as  he  is  by  law  required  to  do  in  other  cases  of  disqualification. 

(5)  Repealed.' 

(6)  Repealed.' 

(7)  Repealed. 

(8)  The  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  shall  be  substituted  for  the 
Director  of  Public  Prosecutions,  and  the  reference  to  the  prosecution  of 
the  Offences  Act,  1879,  shall  not  apply. 

(9)  The  provisions  of  this  Act  relative  to  polling  districts  shall  not 
apply  to  Ireland,  but  in  the  county  of  the  town  of  Galway  there  shall  be 
a  polling  station  at  Barna,  and  at  such  other  places  within  the  parlia- 
mentary borough  of  Galway  as  the  town  commissioners  may  appoint. 

(10)  Any  reference  to  Part  IV.  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act, 
1882,  shall  be  construed  to  refer  to  the  Corrupt  Practices  (Municipal 
Elections)  Act,  1872. 

(II)  Any  reference  to  the  Licensing  Acts  shall  be  construed  to  refer 
to  the  Licensing  Acts  (Ireland),  1872-1874. 

(12)  The  Public  Health  (Ireland)  Act,  1878,  shall  be  substituted  for 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

(13)  The  provisions  with  respect  to  the  removal  of  cases  to  the  Central 
Criminal  Court,  or  to  the  trial  of  cases  at  the  Royal  Courts  of  Justice, 
shall  not  apply  to  Ireland. 

[70.  Repealed.] 
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SCHEDULES. 


FIRST  SCHEDULE. 
Part  I. — Persons  Legally  Employed  for  Payment. 

(1)  One  election  agent  and  no  more. 

(2)  Li  counties,  one  deputy  election  agent  (in  this  Act  referred  to  as 
a  sub-agent)  to  act  within  each  polling  district  and  no  more. 

(3)  One  polling  agent  in  each  polling  station  and  no  more. 

(4)  In  a  borough,  one  clerk  and  one  messenger,  or  if  the  number  of 
electoi's  in  the  borough  exceeds  five  hundred,  a  number  of  clerks  and 
messengers  not  exceeding  in  number  one  clerk  and  one  messenger  for 
every  complete  five  hundred  electors  in  the  borough,  and  if  there  is  a 
number  of  electors  over  and  above  any  complete  five  hundred  or  complete 
five  hundreds  of  electors,  then  one  clerk  and  one  messenger  may  be 
employed  for  such  number,  although  not  amounting  to  a  complete  five 
hundred. 

(5)  In  a  county,  for  the  central  committee  room  one  clerk  and  one 
messenger,  or  if  the  number  of  electors  in  the  county  exceeds  five 
thousand,  then  a  number  of  clerks  and  messengers  not  exceeding  in 
number  one  clerk  and  one  messenger  for  every  complete  five  thousand 
electors  in  the  county ;  and  if  there  is  a  number  of  electors  over  and 
above  any  complete  five  thousand  or  complete  five  thousands  of  electors, 
then  one  clerk  and  one  messenger  may  be  employed  for  such  number, 
although  not  amounting  to  a  complete  five  thousand. 

(6)  In  a  county,  a  number  of  clerks  and  messengers  not  exceeding  in 
number  one  clerk  and  one  messenger  for  each  polling  district  in  the 
county,  or  where  the  number  of  electors  in  a  polling  district  exceeds  five 
hundred  one  clerk  and  one  messenger  for  every  complete  five  hundred 
electors  in  the  polling  district,  and  if  there  is  a  number  of  electors  over 
and  above  any  complete  five  hundred  or  complete  five  hundreds  of  electors, 
then  one  clerk  and  one  messenger  may  be  employed  for  such  number, 
although  not  amounting  to  a  complete  five  hundred  :  Provided  always, 
that  the  number  of  clerks  and  messengers  so  allowed  in  any  county  may 
be  employed  in  any  polling  district  where  their  services  may  be  required. 

(7)  Any  such  paid  election  agent,  sub-agent,  polling  agent,  clerk  and 
messenger  may  or  may  not  be  an  elector  but  may  not  vote. 

(8)  In  the  case  of  the  boroughs  of  East  Retford,  Shoreham,  Cricklade, 
Much  Wenlock  and  Aylesbury,  the  provisions  of  this  part  of  this  schedule 
shall  apply  as  if  such  borough  were  a  county.    [Now  absorbed  in  counties.] 

Part  II. — Legal  Expenses  in  Addition  to  Expenses  under  Part  I. 

(1)  Sums  paid  to  the  returning  officer  for  his  charges  not  exceeding 
the  amount  authorised  by  the  Act  38  &  39  Vict.  c.  84. 
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(2)  The  personal  expenses  of  the  candidate. 

(3)  The  expenses  of  printing,  the  expenses  of  advertising,  and  the 
expenses  of  publishing,  issuing,  and  distributing  addresses  and  notices. 

(4)  The  expenses  of  stationery,  messages,  postage  and  telegrams. 

(5)  The  expenses  of  holding  public  meetings. 

(6)  In  a  borough,  the  expenses  of  one  committee  room  and  if  the 
number  of  electors  in  the  borough  exceeds  five  hundred  then  of  a  number 
of  committee  rooms  not  exceeding  the  number  of  one  committee  room  for 
every  complete  five  hundred  electors  in  the  borough,  and  if  there  is  a 
number  of  electors  over  and  above  any  complete  fiv'e  hundred  or  complete 
five  hundreds  of  electors,  then  of  one  committee  room  for  such  number, 
although  not  amounting  to  a  complete  five  hundred. 

(7)  In  a  county,  the  expenses  of  a  central  committee  room,  and  in 
addition  of  a  number  of  committee  rooms  not  exceeding  in  number  one 
committee  room  for  each  polling  district  in  the  county,  and  where  the 
number  of  electors  in  a  polling  district  exceeds  five  hundred  one  additional 
committee  room  may  be  hired  for  every  complete  five  hundred  electors  in 
such  polling  district  over  and  above  the  first  five  hundred. 

Part  III. — Maximum  for  Miscellaneous  Matters. 

Expenses  in  respect  of  miscellaneous  matters  other  than  those  men- 
tioned in  Part  I.  and  Part  II.  of  this  schedule  not  exceeding  in  the  whole 
the  maximum  amount  of  two  hundred  pounds,  so  nevertheless  that  such 
expenses  are  not  incurred  in  respect  of  any  matter  or  in  any  manner  con- 
stituting an  offence  under  this  or  any  other  Act,  or  in  respect  of  any 
matter  or  thing,  payment  for  which  is  expressly  prohibited  by  this  or 
any  other  Act. 

Part  IV. — Maximum  Scale. 

(1)  In  a  borough,  the  expenses  mentioned  above  in  Parts  I.,  II.  and 
III.  of  this  schedule,  other  than  personal  expenses  and  sums  paid  to  the 
returning  officer  for  his  charges,  shall  not  exceed  in  the  whole  the  maxi- 
mum amount  in  the  scale  following : — 

If  the  number  of  electors  on  the 

register —  The  maximum  amount  shall  be — 

Does  not  exceed  2000  .         .     £350. 

Exceeds  2000       .         .         .     £380,  and  an  additional  £30  for 

every    complete    1000    electors 
above  2000. 
Pro%ided  that  in  Ireland  if  the  number 

of  electors  on  the  register —      The  maximum  amount  shall  be — 
Does  not  exceed  500    .         .     £200. 
Exceeds  500,  but   does  not 

exceed  1000      .         .         .     £250. 
Exceeds  1000,  but  does  not 

exceed  1500      .         .         .     £275. 

(2)  In  a  county,  the  expenses  mentioned  above  in  Parts  I.,  II.  and 
III.  of  this  schedule,  other  than  personal  expenses  and  sums  paid  to  the 
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returning  officer  for  his  charges,  shall  not  exceed  in  the  whole  the  maxi- 
mum amount  in  the  scale  follo^ving  : — 

If  the  number  of  electors  on  the 

register —  The  maximum  amount  shall  be — 

Does  not  exceed  2000  .         .     £650    in    England    and    Scotland, 

and  £500  in  Ireland. 
Exceeds  2000       .         .         .     £710    in   England   and  Scotland, 

and  £540  in  Ireland ;  and  an 
additional  £60  in  England  and 
Scotland,  and  £40  in  Ireland, 
for  every  complete  1000  electors 
above  2000. 


Part  V. — General. 

(1)  In  the  case  of  the  boroughs  of  East  Retford,  Shoreham,  Cricklade, 
Much  Wenlock  and  Aylesbury,  the  provisions  of  Parts  II.,  III.  and  IV. 
of  this  schedule  shall  apply  as  if  such  borough  were  a  county.  [Note. 
— These  boroughs  are  now  absorbed  into  County  Divisions.] 

(2)  For  the  purposes  of  this  schedule  the  number  of  electors  shall  be 
taken  according  to  the  enumeration  of  the  electors  in  the  register  of 
electors. 

(3)  AYhere  there  are  two  or  more  joint-candidates  at  an  election  the 
maximum  amount  of  expenses  mentioned  in  Parts  III.  and  IV.  of  this 
schedule  shall,  for  each  of  such  joint-candidates,  be  reduced  by  one-fourth, 
or  if  there  are  more  than  two  joint-candidates  by  one-third. 

(4)  Where  the  same  election  agent  is  appointed  by  or  on  behalf  of 
two  or  more  candidates  at  an  election,  or  where  two  or  more  candidates, 
by  themseh'es  or  any  agent  or  agents,  hire  or  use  the  same  committee 
rooms  for  such  election,  or  employ  or  use  the  services  of  the  same  sub- 
agents,  clerks,  messengers,  or  polling  agents  at  such  election,  or  publish 
a  joint  address  or  joint  cii'cular  or  notice  at  such  election,  those 
candidates  shall  be  deemed  for  the  purposes  of  this  enactment  to  be 
joint-candidates  at  such  election. 

Provided  that — 

(a)  The  employment  and  use  of  the  same  committee  room,  sub-agent, 
clerk,  messenger,  or  polling  agent,  if  accidental  or  casual,  or  of 
a  trivial  and  unimportant  character,  shall  not  1)6  deemed  of  itself 
to  constitute  persons  joint-candidates. 

(h)  Nothing  in  this  enactment  shall  prevent  candidates  from  ceasing 
to  be  joint-candidates. 

(c)  Where  any  excess  of  expenses  above  the  maximum  allowed  for 
one  of  two  or  more  joint-candidates  has  arisen  owing  to  his 
having  ceased  to  be  a  joint-candidate,  or  to  his  having  liecome 
a  joint-candidate  after  having  begun  to  conduct  his  election  as 
a  sepai'ate  candidate,  and  such  ceasing  or  beginning  was  in  good 
faith,  and  such  excess  is  not  more  than  under  the  circumstances 
is  reasonal)le,  and  the  total  expenses  of  such  candidate  do  not 
exceed  the  maximum  amount  allowed  for  a  separate  candidate, 
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such  excess  shall  be  deemed  to  have  arisen  from  a  reasonable 
cause  within  the  meaning  of  the  enactments  respecting  the 
allowance  by  the  High  Court  or  election  court  of  an  exception 
from  the  provisions  of  this  Act  which  would  otherwise  make  an 
act  an  illegal  practice,  and  the  candidate  and  his  election  agent 
may  be  relieved  accordingly  from  the  consequences  of  having 
incurred  such  excess  of  expenses. 


SECOND  SCHEDULE. 

Part  I. 

[Form  1.] 

Form  of  Declarations  as  to  Expenses. 

F(/rm  far  Candidate. 

I,  ,  having  been  a  candidate  at  the  election  for  the 

county  [(W-  borough]  of  on  the  day  of  , 

do  hereby  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that  I  have  examined  the 
return  of  election  expenses  [about  to  be]  transmitted  by  my  election 
agent  [or  if  the  candidate  is  his  mvn  election  agent,  "  by  me "]  to  the 
returning  officer  at  the  said  election,  a  copy  of  which  is  now  shown 
to  me  and  marked  ,  and  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief 

that  return  is  correct ; 

And  I  further  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that,  except  as  appears 
from  that  return,  I  have  not,  and  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 
belief  no  person,  nor  any  club,  society,  or  association,  has,  on  my  behalf, 
made  any  payment,  or  given,  promised,  or  offered  any  reward,  office, 
employment,  or  valuable  consideration,  or  incurred  any  liability  on 
account  of  or  in  respect  of  the  conduct  or  management  of  the  said 
election ; 

And  I  further  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that  I  have  paid  to  my 
election  agent  [if  the  candidate  is  also  his  oxen  election  agent,  leave  out  "to 
my  election  agent "]  the  sum  of  pounds  and  no  more  for  the 

purpose  of  the  said  election,  and  that,  except  as  specified  in  the  said 
return,  no  money,  security,  or  equivalent  for  money  has  to  my  know- 
ledge or  belief  been  paid,  advanced,  given,  or  deposited  by  anyone  to  or 
in  the  hands  of  my  election  agent  [or  if  the  candidate  is  his  own  election 
agent,  "  myself "]  or  any  other  person  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  any 
expenses  incurred  on  my  behalf  on  account  of  or  in  respect  of  the 
conduct  or  management  of  the  said  election  ; 

And  I  further  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that  I  will  not,  except 
so  far  as  I  may  be  permitted  by  law,  at  any  future  time  make  or  be 
party  to  the  making  or  giving  of,  any  payment,  reward,  office,  employ- 
ment, or  valuable  consideration  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  any  such 
expenses  as  last  mentioned,  or  provide  or  be  party  to  the  providing  of 
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any  money,  security,  or  equivalent  for  money  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
any  such  expenses. 

Signature  of  declarant,  CD. 

Signed  and  declared  by  the  above-named  declarant  on  the  day 

of  ,  before  me. 

(Signed)  E.F. 

Justice  of  the  Peace  for 

[Form  2.] 
Fairiifor  Election  Agent. 

I,  ,  being  election  agent  to  ,  candidate 

at  the  election  for  the  county  [w  borough]  of  ,  on  the 

day  of  ,  do  hereby  solemnly  and  sincerely 

declare  that  I  have  examined  the  return  of  election  expenses  about  to  be 
transmitted  by  me  to  the  returning  officer  at  the  said  election,  and  now 
shown  to  me  and  marked  ,  and  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 

belief  that  return  is  correct ; 

And  I  hereby  further  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that,  except  as 
appears  from  that  return,  I  have  not  and  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  belief  no  other  person,  nor  any  club,  society,  or  association  has  on 
behalf  of  the  said  candidate  made  any  payment,  or  given,  promised,  or 
offered  any  reward,  office,  employment,  or  valuable  consideration,  or 
incurred  any  liability  on  account  of  or  in  respect  of  the  conduct  or 
management  of  the  said  election  ; 

And  I  further  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that  I  have  received 
from  the  said  candidate  pounds  and  no  more  [or  nothing] 

for  the  purpose  of  the  said  election,  and  that,  except  as  specified  in  the 
said  return  sent  by  me,  no  money,  security,  or  equivalent  for  money  has 
been  paid,  advanced,  given,  or  deposited  by  any  one  to  me  or  in  my 
hands,  or,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  to  or  in  the  hands  of 
any  other  person  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  any  expenses  incurred  on 
behalf  of  the  said  candidate  on  account  of,  or  in  respect  of  the  conduct 
or  management  of  the  said  election. 

Signature  of  declarant,  A.B. 

Signed  and  declared  by  the  above-named  declarant  on  the  day 

of  ,  before  me. 

(Signed)  E.F. 

Justice  of  the  Peace  for 

[Form  3.] 

Form  of  Return  of  Election  Expenses. 

I,  A.B.,  being  election  agent  to  C.TJ.,  candidate  at  the  election  for 

the  county  [w  borough]  of  on  the  day  of 

,  make  the  following  return  respecting  election  expenses 

of  the  said  candidate  at  the  said  election  [or  loJiere  the  candidate  has  named 
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himself  as   election   agent,    "I,    CD.,    candidate   at   the   election    for   the 
county  [or  borough]  of  on  the  day  of 

,  acting  as  my  own  election  agent,  make  the  following 
return  respecting  my  election  expenses  at  the  said  election  "]. 

Ih'ceijifs. 

Received  of  [the  above-named  candidate^  [or  tchere  the  candidate  z'.s)  « 

his  own  election  agent,  "  Paid  by  me  "J   .  .  .  .  j 

Received  oi  J.K.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   £ 

[Here  set  out  the  name  and  description  of  every  person,  club, 
society,  w  association,  whether  the  candidate  w  not,  from  whom  any 
money,  seairities,  or  equivalent  of  money  was  received  in  respect  of 
expenses  incurred  on  account  of  or  in  connexion  with  or  incidental  to 
the  above  election,  and  the  amount  received  from  each  person,  club, 
society,  w  association  sejjarately.] 

Expenditure. 

Paid  to  E.F.,  the  returning  officer  for  the  said  county  [or  borough])  „ 
for  his  charges  at  the  said  election        .  .  .  .  j 

Personal  expenses  of  the  said  CD.,  paid  by  himself  [or  if  the}  « 
candidate  is  his  own  election  agent,  "  Paid  by  me  as  candidate  "]  / 
Do.  do.  paid  by  me  [or  if] 

the  candidate  is  his  own  election  agent,  add  "  acting  as  election  .-£ 
agent"]  ......  .J 

Received  by  me  for  my  services  as  election  agent  at  the  said] 
election  [or  if  the  candidate  is  his  aivn  election  agent,  leave  out  this  .-J^ 
item]     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .j 

Paid  to  G.H.  as  sub-agent  of  the  polling  district  of  .   £ 

[27ie  name  and  description  of  each  sub-agent  and  the  sum  paid  to  him 

must  be  set  out  separately.^ 
Paid  to  as  polling  agent      .  .  .  .    £ 

Paid  to  as  clerk  for  days  services     .   £ 

Paid  to  as  messenger  for  days  services      .    £ 

[The  names  and  descriptions  of  every piolling  agent,  clerk  and  messenger, 
and  the  sum  paiil  to  each,  must  be  set  out  separately  either  in  the 
account  or  in  a  separate  list  annexed  to  and  referred  to  in  the 
account,  thus,  "  Paid  to  polling  agent  {or  as  the  case  may  he)  as 
per  annexed  list  £  ."] 

Paid  to  the  following  persons  in  respect  of  goods  supplied  or 
work  and  labour  done : 

To  P.Q.  (printing)    .  .             .  .  .  .   £ 

To  M.N.  (advertising)  .             .  .  .  .   £ 

To  R.S.  (stationery)  .             .  .  .  .   £ 

[The  name  and  description  of  each  person,  and  the  nature  of  the  goods 
su2yplied,  w  the  ivork  and  labour  done  by  each,  must  be  set  oiU 
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separately  either  in,  the  account  or  in  a  separate  list  annexed  to  and 
referred  to  in  the  account. "] 

Paid  for  postage  .             .             .             .  .  .  .    £ 

Paid  for  telegrams            .             .             .  .  .  .    £ 

Paid  for  the  hire  of  rooms  as  follows  : — 

For  holding  public  meetings             .  .  .  .    £ 

For  committee  rooms            .             .  .  .  .    ■£ 

\^A  room  hired  forr  a  public  meeting  or  for  a  committee  room  must 
he  named  or  described  so  as  to  identify  it ;  and  the  name  and  descrip- 
tion of  every  person  to  whom  any  payment  was  made  for  each  such 
room,  together  with  the  ammmt  paid,  must  be  set  out  separately  either 
in  the  account  or  in  a  separate  list  annexed  to  and  referred  to  in  the 
account.'] 
Paid  for  miscellaneous  matters,  namely — -  .  .  .   <£ 

[The  name  and  description  of  each  person  to  ivhom  any  sum  is 
paid,  and  the  reason  foi'  ivhich  it  was  paid  to  him,  must  be  set  out 
separately  either  in  the  account  w  in  a  separate  list  annexed  to  and 
referred  to  in  the  account.] 

In  addition  to  the  above,  I  am  aware,  as  election  agent  for 
CD.  [or  if  the  candidate  is  his  own  election  agent,  leave  out  "  as  elec- 
tion  agent  for   CD."]   of   the   following  disputed  and  unpaid 
■claims ;  namely, — 
Disputed  claims. 

By  T.U.ior  .  .  .  .  .  .   £ 

[Here  set  out  the  name  and  description  of  each  person  whose  claim 
is  disputed,  the  amount  of  the  claim,  and  the  goods,  loork,  or  other 
matter  on  the  ground  of  ivhich  the  claim  is  based.] 

Unpaid  claims  allowed  by  the  High  Court  to  be  paid  after 
the  proper  time  or  in  respect  of  which  application  has  been  or 
is  about  to  be  made  to  the  High  Court. 

By  iM.O.  for  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   £ 

[Here  state  the  name  and  descripition  of  each  person  to  whom  any 
such  claim  is  due,  and  the  amount  of  the  claim,  and  the  goods,  work, 
and  labour  or  other  matter  on  account  of  which  the  claim  is  due.] 

(Signed)        A.B. 

Part   II. 

[Form  4.] 

Form  of  Declaration  as  to  Expenses. 

Form  fo)-  candidate  where  declared  a  candidate  w  nominated  in  his  absence 
and  taking  no  part  in  the  election. 

I,  ,  having  been  nominated  [or  having  been  declared 

by  others]  in  my  absence  [to  be]  a  candidate  at  the  election  for  the  county 
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or  Ijorough  of  ,  held  on  the  day  of  ,  do 

hereby  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that  I  have  taken  no  part  whatever 
in  the  said  election. 

And  I  further  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that  [or  with  the  excep- 
tion of  ]  I  have  not,  and  no  person,  club,  society,  or  association 
at  my  expense  has,  made  any  payment  or  given,  promised,  or  offered,  any 
reward,  office,  employment,  or  valuable  consideration,  or  incurred  any 
liability  on  account  of  or  in  respect  of  the  conduct  or  management  of  the 
said  election. 

And  I  further  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that  [or  with  the  excep- 
tion of  ]  I  have  not  paid  any  money  or  given  any  security  or 
equivalent  for  money  to  the  person  acting  as  my  election  agent  at  the  said 
election,  or  to  any  other  person,  club,  society,  or  association  on  account 
of  or  in  respect  of  the  conduct  or  management  of  the  said  election,  and 
that  [or  with  the  exception  of  ]  I  am  entirely  ignorant  of  any 
money  security  or  equivalent  for  money  having  been  paid,  advanced, 
given,  or  deposited  by  any  one  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  any  expenses 
incurred  on  account  of  or  in  respect  of  the  conduct  or  management  of  the 
said  election. 

And  I  further  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that  I  will  not,  except 
so  far  as  I  may  l:»e  permitted  by  law,  at  any  future  time  make  or  be  party 
to  the  making  or  giving  of  any  payment,  reward,  office,  employment,  or 
valuable  consideration  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  any  such  expenses  as 
last  mentioned,  or  provide  or  be  party  to  the  providing  of  any  money, 
security,  or  equivalent  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  any  such 
expenses. 

Signature  of  declarant ,  CD. 

Signed  and  declared  by  the  above-named  declarant  on  the  day 

of  ,  before  me. 

(Signed)  E.F. 

Justice  of  the  Peace  for 


THIRD  SCHEDULE. 
[Parts  L,  II. — Temporary  and  Table  of  Repealed  Acts.] 

Part  III. 
Enactments  defining  the  Offences  of  Bribery  and  Personation. 

The  Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Act,  1854,  17  e%  18  Vict.  c.  102,  ss.  2,  3. 

s.  2.  The  following  persons  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  bribery,  and 
shall  be  punishable  accordingly  :— 

(1)  Every  person  who  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  himself,  or  by 
any  other  person  on  his  behalf,  give,  lend,  or  agree  to  give  or  lend,  or  shall 
offer,  promise,  or  promise  to  procure,  or  to  endeavour  to  procure,  any 
money  or  valuable  consideration  to  or  for  any  voter,  or  to  or  for  any 
person  on  behalf  of  any  voter,  or  to  or  for  any  other  person,  in  order  to 
induce  any  voter  to  vote  or  refrain  from  voting,  or  shall  corruptly  do  any 
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such  act  as  aforesaid  on  account  of  such  voter  having  voted  or  refrained 
from  voting  at  any  election. 

(2)  Every  person  who  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  himself,  or  by 
any  other  person  on  his  behalf,  give  or  procure,  or  agree  to  give  or  procure, 
or  offer,  promise,  or  promise  to  procure,  or  to  endeavour  to  procure,  any 
office,  place,  or  employment  to  or  for  any  voter,  or  to  or  for  any  person 
on  behalf  of  any  voter,  or  to  or  for  any  other  person,  in  order  to  induce 
such  voter  to  vote  or  refrain  from  voting,  or  shall  corruptly  do  any  such 
act  as  aforesaid  on  account  of  any  voter  having  voted  or  refrained  from 
voting  at  any  election. 

(■3)  Every  person  who  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  himself,  or  by 
any  other  person  on  his  behalf,  make  any  such  gift,  loan,  offer,  promise, 
procurement,  or  agreement  as  aforesaid  to  or  for  any  person,  in  order  to 
induce  such  person  to  procure  or  endeavour  to  procure  the  return  of  any 
person  to  serve  in  Parliament,  or  the  vote  of  any  voter  at  any  election. 

(4)  Every  person  who  shall,  upon  or  in  consequence  of  any  such  gift, 
loan,  offer,  promise,  procurement,  or  agreement,  procure  or  engage,  promise, 
or  endeavour  to  procure  the  return  of  any  person  to  serve  in  Parliament, 
or  the  vote  of  any  voter  at  any  election. 

(5)  Every  person  who  shall  advance  or  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  any 
money  to  or  to  the  use  of  any  other  person,  with  the  intent  that  such 
money  or  any  part  thereof  shall  be  expended  in  bribery  at  any  election, 
or  who  shall  knowingly  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  any  money  to  any  person 
in  discharge  or  repayment  of  any  money  wholly  or  in  part  expended  in 
bribery  at  any  election  :  Provided  always,  that  the  aforesaid  enactment 
shall  not  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  money  paid  or  agreed 
to  be  paid  for  or  on  account  of  any  legal  expenses  bond  fide  incurred  at  or 
concerning  any  election. 

s.  3.  The  following  persons  shall  also  be  deemed  guilty  of  bribery,  and 
shall  be  punishable  accordingly  : — 

(1)  Every  voter  who  shall,  before  or  during  any  election,  directly  or 
indirectly,  by  himself,  or  by  any  other  person  on  his  behalf,  receive,  agree, 
or  contract  for  any  money,  gift,  loan,  or  valuable  consideration,  office, 
place,  or  employment  for  himself  or  for  any  other  person,  for  voting  or 
agreeing  to  vote,  or  for  refraining  or  agreeing  to  refrain  from  voting  at 
any  election. 

(2)  Every  person  who  shall,  after  any  election,  d  rectly  or  indirectly, 
by  himself  or  by  any  other  person  on  his  behalf,  receive  any  money  or 
valuable  consideration  on  account  of  any  person  having  voted  or  refrained 
from  voting,  or  having  induced  any  other  person  to  vote  or  refrain  from 
voting  at  any  election. 

The  Representation  of  the  People  Act,  1867,  30  &  31  Vict.  c.  102,  s.  49. 

Corrvjd  ]>ayment  of  rates  to  he  pimishahle  as  hriherij. — Any  person,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  corruptly  paying  any  rate  on  behalf  of  any  ratepayer 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  be  registered  as  a  voter,  thereby  to 
inriuence  his  vote  at  any  future  election,  and  any  candidate  or  other  person, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  paying  any  rate  on  behalf  of  any  voter  for 
the  purpose  of  inducing  him  to  vote  or  refrain  from  voting,  shall  be  guilty 
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of  bribery,  and  be  punishable  accordingly  :  and  any  person  on  whose 
behalf  and  with  whose  privity  any  such  payment  as  in  this  section  is 
mentioned  is  made,  shall  also  be  guilty  of  bribery,  and  punishable 
accordingly. 

The  liepresentation  of  the  People  (Scotland)  Act,  1868,  31  &  32  Vict. 

c.  48,  s.  49. 

Corrupt  payment  of  rate .<  to  hi'  punishable  as  hrihery. — Any  person,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  corruptly  paying  any  rate  on  behalf  of  any  rate- 
payer for  the  purpose  of  enal)ling  him  to  be  registered  as  a  voter,  thereby 
to  influence  his  vote  at  any  future  election,  and  any  candidate  or  other 
person,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  paying  any  rate  on  behalf  of  any 
voter  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  him  to  vote  or  refrain  from  voting,  shall 
be  guilty  of  bribery,  and  be  punishable  accordingly  ;  and  any  person  on 
whose  behalf  and  with  whose  privity  any  such  payment  as  in  this  section 
mentioned  is  made,  shall  also  be  guilty  of  bribery,  and  punishable 
accordinsrlv. 


'O'J 


The  Universities  Elections  Amendment  (Scotland)  Act,  1881, 
44  &  45  Vict.  c.  40,  s.  2. 

17.  Carii.ipt  payment  of  registration  fee  to  he  p)unishahle  as  bribery. — Any 
person,  either  directh'  or  indirectly,  corruptly  paying  any  fee  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  any  person  to  be  registered  as  a  member  of  the  general 
council,  and  thereby  to  influence  his  vote  at  any  future  election,  and  any 
candidate  or  other  person,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  paying  such  fee 
on  behalf  of  any  person  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  him  to  vote  or  to 
refrain  from  voting,  shall  be  guilty  of  bribery,  and  shall  be  punishable 
accordingly;  and  any  person  on  whose  behalf  and  with  whose  privity  any 
such  payment  as  in  this  section  mentioned  is  made,  shall  also  be  guilty  of 
bribery,  and  punishable  accordingly. 

The  Ballot  Act,  1872,  35  &  36  Vict.  c.  33.  s.  24. 

Personation  defineil. — A  person  shall  for  all  purposes  of  the  laws  relating 
to  parliamentary  and  municipal  elections  be  deemed  to  be  guilty  of  the 
offence  of  personation  who,  at  an  election  for  a  county  or  borough,  or  at 
a  municipal  election,  applies  for  a  ballot  paper  in  the  name  of  some  other 
person,  whether  that  name  be  that  of  a  person  living  or  dead,  or  of  a 
fictitious  person,  or  who,  having  voted  once  at  any  such  election,  applies 
at  the  same  election  for  a  ballot  paper  in  his  own  name. 
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(35  &  36  Vict.  c.  33.) 

[Note. — TJwse  sections  of  the  Ad  relating  onli/  to  certain  formal  procedure  on 
the  part  of  election  officials,  and  others  relating  to  matters  of  no  inonient  to 
tliose  concerned  in  the  part  if  conduct  of  an  election,  Jiave  been  omitted.] 

Part  I. — Parliamentary  Elections. 
Procedure  at  Elections. 

1. — Nomination  of  candidates  for  parliamentary  elections. — A  candidate 
for  election  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  a  county  or  borough  shall  be 
nominated  in  writing.  The  writing  shall  be  subscribed  by  two  registered 
electors  of  such  county  or  borough  as  proposer  and  seconder,  and  by  eight 
other  registered  electors  of  the  same  county  or  borough  as  assenting  to 
the  nomination,  and  shall  be  delivered  during  the  time  appointed  for  the 
election  to  the  returning  officer  by  the  candidate  himself,  or  his  proposer 
or  seconder. 

If  at  the  expiration  of  one  hour  after  the  time  appointed  for  the 
election  no  more  candidates  stand  nominated  than  there  are  vacancies  to 
be  filled  up,  the  returning  officer  shall  forthwith  declare  the  candidates 
Avho  may  stand  nominated  to  be  elected,  and  return  their  names  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery  ;  but  if  at  the  expiration  of  such  hour 
more  candidates  stand  nominated  than  there  are  vacancies  to  be  filled  up, 
the  returning  officer  shall  adjourn  the  election  and  shall  take  a  poll  in 
manner  in  this  Act  mentioned. 

A  candidate  may,  during  the  time  appointed  for  the  election,  but  not 
afterwards,  withdraw  from  his  candidature  by  giving  a  notice  to  that 
effect,  signed  by  him,  to  the  returning  officer :  Provided  that  the  proposer 
of  a  candidate  nominated  in  his  absence  out  of  the  United  Kingdom  may 
withdraw  such  candidate  by  a  written  notice  signed  by  him  and  delivered 
to  the  returning  officer,  together  with  a  written  declaration  of  such 
absence  of  the  candidate. 

If  after  the  adjournment  of  an  election  by  the  returning  officer  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  a  poll  one  of  the  candidates  nominated  shall  die 
before  the  poll  has  commenced,  the  returning  officer  shall,  upon  being 
.satisfied  of  the  fact  of  such  death,  countermand  notice  of  the  poll,  and  all 
the  proceedings  with  reference  to  the  election  shall  be  commenced  afresh 
in  all  respects  as  if  the  writ  had  been  received  by  the  returning  officer 
on  the  day  on  which  proof  was  given  to  him  of  such  death  ;  provided 
that  no  fresh  nomination  shall  be  necessary  in  the  case  of  a  candidate 
who  stood  nominated  at  the  time  of  the  countermand  of  the  poll. 

2. — Foil  at  elections. — In  the  case  of  a  poll  at  an  election  the  votes 
shall  be  given  Vjy  ballot.  The  ballot  of  each  voter  shall  consist  of  a  paper 
(in  this  Act  called  a  ballot  paper)  showing  the  names  and  description  of 
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the  candidates.  Each  ballot  paper  shall  have  a  number  printed  on  the 
back,  and  shall  have  attached  a  counterfoil  with  the  same  number  printed 
on  the  face.  At  the  time  of  voting,  the  ballot  paper  shall  be  marked  on 
both  sides  with  an  official  mark,  and  delivered  to  the  voter  within  the 
polling  station,  and  the  number  of  such  voter  on  the  register  of  voters 
shall  be  marked  on  the  counterfoil,  and  the  voter  having  secretly  marked 
his  vote  on  the  paper,  and  folded  it  up  so  as  to  conceal  his  vote,  shall 
place  it  in  a  closed  box  in  the  presence  of  the  officer  presiding  at  the 
polling  station  (in  this  Act  called  "  the  presiding  officer ")  after  having 
shown  to  him  the  official  mark  at  the  back. 

Any  ballot  paper  which  has  not  on  its  back  the  official  mark,  or  on 
which  votes  are  given  to  more  candidates  than  the  voter  is  entitled  to 
vote  for,  or  on  which  anything,  except  the  said  number  on  the  back,  is 
written  or  marked  by  which  the  voter  can  be  identified,  shall  be  void  and 
not  counted. 

After  the  close  of  the  poll  the  ballot  boxes  shall  be  sealed  up,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  introduction  of  additional  ballot  papers,  and  shall  be  taken 
charge  of  by  the  returning  officer,  and  that  officer  shall,  in  the  presence  of 
such  agents,  if  any,  of  the  candidates  as  may  be  in  attendance,  open  the 
])allot  boxes,  and  ascertain  the  result  of  the  poll  l)y  counting  the  votes 
given  to  each  candidate,  and  shall  forthwith  declare  to  be  elected  the 
candidates  or  candidate  to  whom  the  majority  of  votes  have  been  given, 
and  return  their  names  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery.  The 
decision  of  the  returning  officer  as  to  any  question  arising  in  respect  of 
any  ballot  paper  shall  be  final,  subject  to  reversal  on  petition  questioning 
the  election  or  return. 

Where  an  equality  of  votes  is  found  to  exist  between  any  candidates 
at  an  election  for  a  county  or  borough,  and  the  addition  of  a  vote  would 
entitle  any  of  such  candidates  to  be  declared  elected,  the  returning  officer, 
if  a  registered  elector  of  such  county  or  borough,  may  give  such  additional 
vote,  but  shall  not  in  any  other  case  be  entitled  to  vote  at  an  election  for 
which  he  is  returning  officer. 

Offences  at  Elections. 

3. — Offences  in  respect  of  nominatian  papers,  ballot  papers,  and  ballot  boxes. 
— Every  person  who, — 

(1)  Forges    or    fraudulently   defaces    or    fraudulently   destro3''s   any 

nomination  paper,  or  delivers  to  the  returning  officer  any  nomina- 
tion paper,  knowing  the  same  to  be  forged  ;  or 

(2)  Forges  or   counterfeits   or   fraudulently  defaces   or  fraudulently 

destroys  any  ballot   paper,  or  the  official  mark  on  any  ballot 
paper ;  or 

(3)  Without  due  authority  supplies  any  ballot  paper  to  any  person  ;  or 

(4)  Fraudulently  puts  into  any  ballot  box  any  paper  other  than  the 

ballot  paper  which  he  is  authorised  by  law  to  put  in  ;  or 

(5)  Fraudulently  takes  out  of  the  polling  station  any  ballot  paper ;  or 

(6)  Without  due  authority  destroys,  takes,  opens,  or  otherwise  inter- 

feres with  any  ballot  box  or  packet  of  ballot  papers  then  in  use 
for  the  purposes  of  the  election ; 
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shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  be  liable,  if  he  is  a  returning  officer 
or  an  officer  or  clerk  in  attendance  at  a  polling  station,  to  imprisonment 
for  any  term  not  exceeding  two  years,  with  or  without  hard  labour,  and 
if  he  is  any  other  person,  to  imprisonment  for  any  term  not  exceeding  six 
months,  with  or  without  hard  labour. 

Any  attempt  to  commit  any  offence  specified  in  this  section  shall  be 
punishable  in  the  manner  in  which  the  offence  itself  is  punishable. 

In  any  indictment  or  other  prosecution  for  an  offence  in  relation  to 
the  nomination  papers,  ballot  boxes,  ballot  papers,  and  marking  instru 
ments  at  an  election,  the  property  in  such  papers,  boxes,  and  instruments 
may  be  stated  to  be  in  the  returning  officer  at  such  election,  as  well  as  the 
property  in  the  counterfoils. 

4. — Infringement  of  secrecij. — Every  officer,  clei'k,  and  agent  in  attend- 
ance at  a  polling  station  shall  maintain  and  aid  in  maintaining  the 
secrecy  of  the  voting  in  such  station,  and  shall  not  communicate,  except 
for  some  purpose  authorised  by  law,  before  the  poll  is  closed,  to  any 
person  any  information  as  to  the  name  or  number  on  the  register  of  voters 
of  any  elector  who  has  or  has  not  applied  for  a  ballot  paper  or  voted  at 
that  station,  or  as  to  the  official  mark,  and  no  such  officer,  clerk,  or  agent, 
and  no  person  whosoever,  shall  interfere  with  ora  ttempt  to  interfere  with 
a  voter  when  marking  his  vote,  or  otherwise  attempt  to  obtain  in  the 
polling  station  information  as  to  the  candidate  for  whom  any  voter  in 
such  station  is  about  to  vote  or  has  voted,  or  communicate  at  any  time 
to  any  person  any  information  obtained  in  a  polling  station  as  to  the 
candidate  for  whom  any  voter  in  such  station  is  about  to  vote  or  has 
voted,  or  as  to  the  number  on  the  back  of  the  ballot  paper  given  to  any 
voter  at  such  station.  Every  officer,  clerk,  and  agent  in  attendance  at 
the  counting  of  the  votes  shall  maintain  and  aid  in  maintaining  the 
secrecy  of  the  voting,  and  shall  not  attempt  to  ascertain  at  such  counting 
the  number  on  the  back  of  any  ballot  paper,  or  communicate  any  informa- 
tion obtained  at  such  counting  as  to  the  candidate  for  whom  any  vote  is 
given  in  any  particular  ballot  paper.  No  person  shall  directly  or  in- 
directly induce  any  voter  to  display  his  ballot  paper  after  he  shall  have 
marked  the  same,  so  as  to  make  known  to  any  person  the  name  of  the 
candidate  for  or  against  whom  he  has  so  marked  his  vote. 

Every  person  who  acts  in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  this 
section  shall  be  liable,  on  summary  conviction  before  two  justices  of  the 
peace,  to  imprisonment  for  any  term  not  exceeding  six  months,  with  or 
without  hard  labour. 

5. — Dividon  of  counties  and  hwoy/fhs  info  2>olUn(j  didrirts. 

6. —  Use  of  school  and  jmblic  room  for  jwll. 

7. — Conclusiveness  of  register  of  voters. — At  any  election  for  a  county  or 
borough,  a  person  shall  not  l)c  entitled  to  vote  unless  his  name  is  on  the 
register  of  voters  for  the  time  being  in  force  for  such  county  or  borough, 
and  every  person  whoso  name  is  on  such  register  shall  be  entitled  tO' 
demand  and  receive  a  ballot  paper  and  to  vote  :  Provided  that  nothing  in 
this  section  shall  entitle  any  person  to  vote  who  is  prohibited  from  voting 
by  any  statute,  or  l)y  the  common  law  of  Parliament,  or  relieve  such 
person  from  any  penalties  to  which  he  may  be  liable  for  voting. 

8. — General  pmeers  and  duties  of  returning  officer. 
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9. — Keeping  of  order  in  station. — If  any  person  misconducts  himself  in 
the  polling  station,  or  fails  to  obey  the  lawful  orders  of  the  presiding 
officer,  he  may  immediately,  by  order  of  the  presiding  officer,  be  removed 
from  the  polling  station  by  any  constable  in  or  near  that  station,  or  any 
other  person  authorised  in  writing  by  the  returning  officer  to  remove 
him ;  and  the  person  so  removed  shall  not,  unless  with  the  permission 
of  the  presiding  officer,  again  be  allowed  to  enter  the  polling  station  during 
the  day. 

Any  person  so  removed  as  aforesaid,  if  charged  with  the  commission 
in  such  station  of  any  offence,  may  be  kept  in  custody  until  he  can  be 
brought  before  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

Provided  that  the  powers  conferred  by  this  section  shall  not  be 
exercised  so  as  to  prevent  any  elector  who  is  otherwise  entitled  to  vote 
at  any  polling  station  from  having  an  opportunity  of  voting  at  such 
station. 

10. — Powers  of  presiding  officer  and  administration  of  oatJis,  &c. — For  the 
purpose  of  the  adjournment  of  the  poll,  and  of  every  other  enactment 
relating  to  the  poll,  a  presiding  officer  shall  have  the  power  by  law  belong- 
ing to  a  deputy  returning  officer ;  and  any  presiding  officer  and  any  clerk 
appointed  by  the  returning  officer  to  attend  at  a  polling  station  shall 
have  the  power  of  asking  the  questions  and  administering  the  oath 
authorised  l)y  law  to  be  asked  of  and  administered  to  voters,  and  any 
justice  of  the  peace  and  any  returning  officer  may  take  and  receive  any 
declai'ation  authorised  by  this  Act  to  be  taken  before  him. 

11. — Liahilitij  of  officers  far  nmcanduct. — Every  returning  officer,  presid- 
ing officer,  and  clerk,  who  is  guilty  of  any  wilful  misfeasance  or  any 
wilful  act  or  omission  in  contravention  of  this  Act  shall,  in  addition  to 
any  other  penalty  or  liability  to  which  he  may  be  subject,  forfeit  to  any 
person  aggrieved  by  such  misfeasance,  act,  or  omission  a  penal  sum  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  pounds. 

Section  fifty  of  the  Eepresentation  of  the  People  Act,  1867  (which 
relates  to  the  acting  of  any  returning  officer,  or  his  partner  or  clerk,  as 
agent  for  a  candidate),  shall  apply  to  any  returning  officer  or  officer 
appointed  by  him  in  pursuance  of  this  Act,  and  to  his  partner  or  clerk. 


Part  III. — Personation. 

24. — Definition  and  j^iinishment  of  ptersonation. — The  following  enact- 
ments shall  be  made  with  respect  to  personation  at  parliamentary  and 
municipal  elections : 

A  person  shall  for  all  purposes  of  the  laws  relating  to  parliamentary 
and  municipal  elections  be  deemed  to  be  guilty  of  the  offence  of  persona- 
tion who  at  an  election  for  a  county  or  borough,  or  at  a  municipal  election, 
applies  for  a  ballot  paper  in  the  name  of  some  other  person,  whether  that 
name  be  that  of  a  person  living  or  dead  or  of  a  fictitious  person,  or  who 
having  voted  once  at  any  such  election  applies  at  the  same  election  for  a 
ballot  paper  in  his  own  name. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  returning  officer  to  institute  a  prosecution 
against  any  person  whom  he  may  believe  to  have  been  guilty  of  persona- 
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tion,  or  of  aiding,  abetting,  counselling,  or  procuring  the  commission  of 
the  oflence  of  personation  by  any  person,  at  the  election  for  which 
he  is  returning  officer,  and  the  costs  and  expenses  of  the  prosecutor  and 
the  witnesses  in  such  case,  together  with  compensation  for  their  trouble 
and  loss  of  time,  shall  be  allowed  by  the  court  in  the  same  manner  in 
which  courts  are  empoAvered  to  allow  the  same  in  cases  of  felony. 

The  provisions  of  the  Registration  Acts,  specified  in  the  Third  Schedule 
to  this  Act,  shall  in  England  and  Ireland  respectively  apply  to  personation 
under  this  Act  in  the  same  manner  as  they  apply  to  a  person  who  know- 
ingly personates  and  falsely  assumes  to  vote  in  the  name  of  another  person 
as  mentioned  in  the  said  Acts. 

25. — T^ofe  to  he  struck  of  for  briber//,  treating,  or  vwlue  inffuence. — Where 
a  candidate,  on  the  trial  of  an  election  petition  claiming  the  seat  for  any 
person,  is  proved  to  have  been  guilty,  by  himself  or  by  any  person  on  his. 
behalf,  of  bribery,  treating,  or  undue  influence  in  respect  of  any  person 
who  voted  at  such  election,  or  where  any  person  retained  or  employed  for 
reward  l:)y  or  on  behalf  of  such  candidate  for  all  or  any  of  the  purposes, 
of  such  election,  as  agent,  clerk,  messenger,  or  in  any  other  employment, 
is  proved  on  such  trial  to  have  voted  at  such  election,  there  shall,  on  a 
scrutiny,  be  struck  oflf  from  the  number  of  votes  appearing  to  have  been 
given  to  such  candidate  one  vote  for  every  person  who  voted  at  such 
election  and  is  proved  to  have  been  so  bribed,  treated,  or  unduly  influ- 
enced, or  so  retained  or  employed  for  reward  as  aforesaid. 

26. — Alterations  in  Act  as  applijincj  to  Scotland. — This  part  of  this  Act 
shall  appl}^  to  Scotland,  subject  to  the  following  provision  : — • 

The  offence  of  personation  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  crime  and  offence, 
and  the  rules  of  the  law  of  Scotland  with  respect  to  apprehension,  deten- 
tion, precognition,  commitment,  and  bail  shall  apply  thereto,  and  any 
person  accused  thereof  may  be  brought  to  trial  in  the  court  of  justiciary, 
whether  in  Edinburgh,  or  on  circuit,  at  the  instance  of  the  Lord  Advocate, 
or  before  the  sherift"  court,  at  the  instance  of  the  procurator  fiscal. 

27. — Construction  of  jmrt  of  Act. — This  part  of  this  Act,  so  far  as 
regards  parliamentary  elections,  shall  be  construed  as  one  with  "The 
Parliamentary  Elections  Act,  1868,"  and  shall  apply  to  an  election  for  a 
university  or  combination  of  universities. 
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SCHEDULES. 


FIIiST  SCHEDULE. 

Part  I. — Kui.es  for  Parliamentary  Elections. 

Election. 

1.  The  returning  officer  shall,  in  the  case  of  a  county  election,  within 
two  days  after  the  day  on  which  he  receives  the  writ,  and  in  the  case  of  a 
borough  election,  on  the  day  on  which  he  receives  the  writ  or  the  follow- 
ing day,  give  public  notice,  between  the  hours  of  nine  in  the  morning  and 
four  in  the  afternoon,  of  the  day  on  which  and  the  place  at  which  he  will 
proceed  to  an  election,  and  of  the  time  appointed  for  the  election,  and  of 
the  day  on  which  the  poll  will  be  taken  in  case  the  election  is  contested, 
and  of  the  time  and  place  at  which  forms  of  nomination  papers  may  be 
obtained,  and  in  the  case  of  a  county  election  shall  send  one  of  such 
notices  by  post  under  cover,  to  the  postmaster  of  the  principal  post  office 
of  each  polling  place  in  the  county,  endorsed  Math  the  Avords  "  Notice  of 
election,"  and  the  same  shall  be  forwarded  free  of  charge ;  and  the  post- 
master receiving  the  same  shall  forthwith  publish  the  same  in  the  manner 
in  which  post  office  notices  are  usually  published. 

2.  The  day  of  election  shall  be  fixed  by  the  returning  officer  as 
follows ;  that  is  to  say,  in  the  case  of  an  election  for  a  county  or  a  district 
borough  not  later  than  the  ninth  day  after  the  day  on  which  he  receives  the 
writ,  with  an  interval  of  not  less  than  three  clear  days  between  the  day 
on  which  he  gives  the  notice  and  the  day  of  election ;  and  in  the  case  of 
an  election  for  any  borough  other  than  a  district  borough  not  later  than 
the  fourth  day  after  the  day  on  which  he  receives  the  writ,  with  an 
interval  of  not  less  than  two  clear  days  between  the  day  on  which  he  gives 
the  notice  and  the  day  of  election. 

3.  The  place  of  election  shall  be  a  convenient  room  situate  in  the  town 
in  which  such  election  would  have  been  held  if  this  Act  had  not  passed, 
or  where  the  election  would  not  have  been  held  in  a  town,  then  situate  in 
such  town  in  the  county  as  the  returning  officer  ma}'  from  time  to  time 
determine  as  being  in  his  opinion  most  convenient  for  the  electors. 

4.  The  time  appointed  for  the  election  shall  be  such  two  hours 
between  the  hours  of  ten  in  the  forenoon  and  three  in  the  afternoon  as 
may  be  appointed  by  the  returning  officer,  and  the  returning  officer  shall 
attend  during  those  two  hours  and  for  one  hour  after. 

5.  Each  candidate  shall  be  nominated  by  a  separate  nomination  paper, 
but  the  same  electors  or  any  of  them  may  subscribe  as  many  nomination 
papers  as  there  are  vacancies  to  be  filled,  but  no  more. 

6.  Each  candidate  shall  be  described  in  the  nomination  paper  in  such 
manner  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  returning  officer  is  calculated  to  suffi- 
ciently identify  such  candidate ;  the  description  shall  include  his  names, 
his  abode,  and  his  rank,  profession,  or  calling,  and  his  surname  shall  come 
first  in  the  list  of  his  names.     No  objection  to  a  nomination  paper  on  the 
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ground  of  the  description  of  the  candidate  therein  being  insufficient,  or 
not  being  in  compliance  with  this  rule,  shall  be  allowed  or  deemed  valid, 
unless  such  objection  is  made  by  the  returning  officer,  or  by  some  other 
person,  at  or  immediately  after  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the  nomination 
paper. 

7.  The  returning  officer  shall  supply  a  form  of  nomination  paper  to 
any  registered  elector  requiring  the  same  during  such  two  hours  as  the 
returning  officer  may  fix,  between  the  hours  of  ten  in  the  morning  and 
two  in  the  afternoon  on  each  day  intervening  between  the  day  on  which 
notice  of  the  election  was  given  and  the  day  of  election,  and  during  the 
time  appointed  for  the  election  ;  but  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  render 
obligatory  the  use  of  a  nomination  paper  supplied  by  the  returning  officer, 
so,  however,  that  the  paper  be  in  the  form  prescribed  by  this  Act. 

8.  The  nomination  papers  shall  be  delivered  to  the  returning  officer  at 
the  place  of  election  during  the  time  appointed  for  the  election  ;  and  the 
candidate  nominated  by  each  nomination  paper,  and  his  proposer  and 
seconder,  and  one  other  person  selected  by  the  candidate,  and  no  person 
other  than  aforesaid,  shall,  except  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  return- 
ing officer,  be  entitled  to  attend  the  proceedings  during  the  time  appointed 
for  the  election. 

9.  If  the  election  is  contested  the  returning  officer  shall,  as  soon  as 
practicable  after  adjourning  the  election,  give  public  notice  of  the  day  on 
which  the  poll  will  be  taken,  and  of  the  candidates  described  as  in  their 
respective  nomination  papers,  and  of  the  names  of  the  persons  who  sub- 
scribed the  nomination  pajDcr  of  each  candidate,  and  of  the  order  in  which 
the  names  of  the  candidates  will  be  printed  in  the  ballot  paper,  and,  in  the 
case  of  an  election  for  a  county,  deliver  to  the  postmaster  of  the  principal 
post  office  of  the  town  in  which  is  situate  the  place  of  election  a  paper, 
signed  by  himself,  containing  the  names  of  the  candidates  nominated,  and 
stating  the  day  on  which  the  poll  is  to  be  taken,  and  the  postmaster  shall 
forward  the  information  contained  in  such  paper  by  telegraph,  free  of 
charge,  to  the  several  postal  telegraph  offices  situate  in  the  county  for 
which  the  election  is  to  be  held,  and  such  information  shall  be  published 
forthwith  at  each  such  office  in  the  manner  in  which  post  office  notices  are 
usually  published. 

10.  If  any  candidate  nominated  during  the  time  appointed  for  the 
election  is  withdrawn  in  pursuance  of  this  Act,  the  returning  officer  shall 
give  public  notice  of  the  name  of  such  candidate,  and  the  names  of  the 
persons  who  subscribed  the  nomination  paper  of  such  candidate,  as  well  as 
of  the  candidates  who  stood  nominated  or  were  elected. 

11.  The  returning  officer  shall,  on  the  nomination  paper  being  de- 
livered to  him,  forthwith  publish  notice  of  the  name  of  the  person 
nominated  as  a  candidate,  and  of  the  names  of  his  proposer  and  seconder, 
by  placarding  or  causing  to  be  placarded  the  names  of  the  candidate  and 
his  proposer  and  seconder  in  a  conspicuous  position  outside  the  building 
in  which  the  room  is  situate  appointed  for  the  election. 

12.  A  person  shall  not  be  entitled  to  have  his  name  inserted  in  any 
Itallot  paper  as  a  canrlidate  unless  he  has  been  nominated  in  manner 
provided  by  this  Act,  and  eveiy  person  whose  nomination  paper  has  been 
delivered  to  the   returning   officer   during  the  time  appointed  for  the 
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election  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  nominated  in  manner  provided 
by  this  Act,  unless  objection  be  made  to  his  nomination  paper  by  the 
retuniing  officer  or  some  other  person  before  the  expiration  of  the  time 
appointed  for  the  election  or  within  one  hour  afterwards. 

13.  The  returning  officer  shall  decide  on  the  validity  of  every  objec- 
tion made  to  a  nomination  paper,  and  his  decision,  if  disallowing  the 
objection,  shall  be  final ;  but  if  allowing  the  same,  shall  be  subject  to 
reversal  on  petition  questioning  the  election  or  return. 

The  Poll. 

14.  The  poll  shall  take  place  on  such  day  as  the  returning  officer  may 
appoint,  not  being  in  the  case  of  an  election  for  a  county  or  a  district 
borough  less  than  two  nor  more  than  six  clear  days,  and  not  being  in  the 
case  of  an  election  for  a  borough  other  than  a  district  borough  more  than 
three  clear  days  after  the  day  fixed  for  the  election. 

15.  At  every  polling  place  the  returning  officer  shall  provide  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  polling  stations  for  the  accommodation  of  the  electors 
entitled  to  vote  at  such  polling  place,  and  shall  distribute  the  polling 
stations  amongst  those  electors  in  such  manner  as  he  thinks  most  con- 
venient, provided  that  in  a  district  borough  there  shall  be  at  least  one 
polling  station  at  each  contributory  place  of  such  borough. 

16.  Each  polling  station  shall  be  furnished  with  such  number  of  com- 
partments, in  which  the  voters  can  mark  tlieir  votes  screened  from  obser- 
vation, as  the  returning  officer  thinks  necessary,  so  that  at  least  one 
compartment  be  provided  for  every  one  hundred  and  fifty  electors 
entitled  to  vote  at  such  polling  station. 

17.  A  separate  room  or  separate  booth  may  contain  a  separate  polling 
station,  or  several  polling  stations  may  be  constructed  in  the  same  room 
or  booth. 

18.  No  person  shall  be  admitted  to  vote  at  any  polling  station  except 
the  one  allotted  to  him. 

19.  The  returning  officer  shall  give  public  notice  of  the  situation  of 
polling  stations  and  the  description  of  voters  entitled  to  vote  at  each 
station,  and  of  the  mode  in  which  electors  are  to  vote. 

20.  The  returning  officer  shall  provide  each  polling  station  with 
materials  for  voters  to  mark  the  ballot  papers,  with  instruments  for 
stamping  thereon  the  official  mark,  and  with  copies  of  the  register  of 
voters,  or  such  part  thereof  as  contains  the  names  of  the  voters  allotted 
to  vote  at  such  station.  He  shall  keep  the  official  mark  secret,  and  an 
interval  of  not  less  than  seven  years  shall  intervene  between  the  use  of 
the  same  official  mark  at  elections  for  the  same  county  or  borough. 

21.  The  returning  officer  shall  appoint  a  presiding  officer  to  preside 
at  each  station,  and  the  officer  so  appointed  shall  keep  order  at  his  station, 
shall  regulate  the  number  of  electors  to  be  admitted  at  a  time,  and  shall 
exclude  all  other  persons  except  the  clerks,  the  agents  of  the  candidates, 
and  the  constables  on  duty. 

22.  Every  ballot  paper  shall  contain  a  list  of  the  candidates  described 
as  in  their  respective  nomination  papers,  and  arranged  alphabetically  in 
the  order  of  their  surnames,  and  (if  there  are  two  or  more  candidates  with 
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the  same  surname)  of  their  other  names  :  it  shall  be  in  the  form  set  forth 
in  the  Second  Schedule  to  this  Act  or  as  near  thereto  as  circumstances 
admit,  and  shall  be  capable  of  being  folded  up. 

23.  Every  ballot  box  shall  be  so  constructed  that  the  ballot  papers 
can  be  introduced  therein,  but  cannot  be  withdrawn  therefrom,  without 
the  box  being  unlocked.  The  presiding  officer  at  any  polling  station, 
just  before  the  commencement  of  the  poll,  shall  show  the  ballot  box 
empty  to  such  persons,  if  any,  as  may  be  present  in  such  station,  so 
that  they  may  see  that  it  is  empty,  and  shall  then  lock  it  up,  and  place 
his  seal  upon  it  in  such  manner  as  to  prevent  its  being  opened  without 
breaking  such  seal,  and  shall  place  it  in  his  view  for  the  receipt  of  ballot 
papers,  and  keep  it  so  locked  and  sealed. 

24.  Immediately  before  a  ballot  pajjer  is  delivered  to  an  elector,  it 
shall  be  marked  on  both  sides  with  the  official  mark,  either  stamped  or 
perforated,  and  the  number,  name,  and  description  of  the  elector  as  stated 
in  the  copy  of  the  register  shall  be  called  out,  and  the  number  of  such 
elector  shall  be  marked  on  the  counterfoil,  and  a  mark  shall  be  placed  in 
the  register  against  the  number  of  the  elector,  to  denote  that  he  has 
received  a  ballot  paper,  but  without  showing  the  particular  ballot  paper 
which  he  has  received. 

25.  The  elector,  on  receiving  the  ballot  paper,  shall  forthwith  proceed 
into  one  of  the  compartments  in  the  polling  station,  and  there  mark  his 
paper,  and  fold  it  up  so  as  to  conceal  his  vote,  and  shall  then  put  his 
ballot  paper,  so  folded  up,  into  the  ballot  box ;  he  shall  vote  without 
undue  delay,  and  shall  quit  the  polling  station  as  soon  as  he  has  put  his 
ballot  paper  into  the  ballot  box. 

26.  The  presiding  officer,  on  the  application  of  any  voter  who  is 
incapacitated  by  blindness  or  other  physical  cause  from  voting  in  manner 
prescribed  by  this  Act,  or  (if  the  poll  be  taken  on  Saturday)  of  any  voter 
who  declares  that  he  is  of  the  Jewish  persuasion,  and  objects  on  religious 
grounds  to  vote  in  manner  prescribed  by  this  Act,  or  of  any  voter  who 
makes  such  a  declaration  as  hereinafter  mentioned  that  he  is  unable  to 
read,  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  agents  of  the  candidates,  cause  the  vote 
of  such  voter  to  be  marked  on  a  ballot  paper  in  manner  directed  by  such 
voter  and  the  ballot  paper  to  be  placed  in  the  ballot  box,  and  the  name 
and  number  on  the  register  of  voters  of  every  voter  whose  vote  is  mai'ked 
in  pursuance  of  this  rule,  and  the  reason  why  it  is  so  marked,  shall  be 
entered  on  a  list,  in  this  Act  called  "the  list  of  votes  marked  by  the 
presiding  officer." 

The  said  declaration  in  this  Act  referred  to  as  "the  declaration  of 
inability  to  read,"  shall  be  made  by  the  voter  at  the  time  of  polling, 
l)efore  the  presiding  officer,  who  shall  attest  it  in  the  form  hereinafter 
mentioned,  and  no  fee,  stamp,  or  other  payment  shall  be  charged  in 
respect  of  such  declaration,  and  the  said  declaration  shall  be  given  to  the 
presiding  officer  at  the  time  of  voting. 

27.  If  a  person,  representing  himself  to  be  a  particular  elector  named 
on  the  register,  applies  for  a  ballot  paper  after  another  person  has  voted 
as  such  elector,  the  a])i)licant  shall,  upon  duly  answering  the  questions 
and  taking  the  oath  pei'mitted  hy  law  to  be  asked  of  and  to  be  adminis- 
tered to  voters  at  the  time  of  polling,  be  entitled  to  mark  a  ballot  paper 
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in  the  same  manner  as  any  other  voter,  but  the  ballot  paper  (in  this  Act 
called  a  tendered  ballot  paper)  shall  be  of  a  colour  diftering  from  the  other 
ballot  papers,  and,  instead  of  being  put  into  the  ballot  box,  shall  be  given 
to  the  presiding  officer  and  endorsed  by  him  with  the  name  of  the  voter 
and  his  number  in  the  register  of  voters,  and  set  aside  in  a  separate  packet, 
and  shall  not  be  counted  by  the  returning  officer.  And  the  name  of  the 
voter  and  his  number  on  the  register  shall  be  entered  on  a  list,  in  this  Act 
called  the  tendered  votes  list. 

28.  A  voter  who  has  inadvertently  dealt  with  this  ballot  paper  in  such 
manner  that  it  cannot  be  conveniently  used  as  a  ballot  paper,  ma}',  on 
delivering  to  the  presiding  officer  the  ballot  paper  so  inadvertently  dealt 
with,  and  proving  the  fact  of  the  inadvertence  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
presiding  officer,  obtain  another  ballot  paper  in  the  place  of  the  ballot 
paper  so  delivered  up  (in  this  Act  called  a  spoilt  ballot  paper),  and  the 
spoilt  ballot  paper  shall  be  immediately  cancelled. 

29.  The  presiding  officer  of  each  station,  as  soon  as  practicable  after 
the  close  of  the  poll,  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  agents  of  the  candidates, 
make  up  into  separate  packets  sealed  with  his  own  seal  and  the  seals  of 
such  agents  of  the  candidates  as  desire  to  affix  their  seals, — 

(1)  Each  ballot  box  in  use  at  his  station,  unopened,  but  with  the  key 

attached  ;  and 

(2)  The  unused  and  spoilt  ballot  papers,  placed  together  ;  and 

(3)  The  tendered  ballot  papers  ;  and 

(4)  The  marked  copies  of  the  register  of  voters,  and  the  counterfoils 

of  the  ballot  papers  ;  and 

(5)  The  tendered  votes  list,  and  the  list  of  votes  marked  by  the  presid- 

ing officer,  and  a  statement  of  the  number  of  the  voters  whose 
votes  are  so  marked  by  the  presiding  officer  under  the  heads 
"physical  incapacity,"  "  Jews,"  and  "unable  to  read,"  and  the 
declarations  of  inability  to  read  ; 
and  shall  deliver  such  packets  to  the  returning  officer. 

30.  The  packets  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  statement  made  by  such 
presiding  officer,  showing  the  number  of  ballot  papers  entrusted  to  him, 
and  accounting  for  them  under  the  heads  of  ballot  papers  in  the  ballot 
box,  unused,  spoilt,  and  tendered  ballot  papers,  which  statement  is  in  this 
Act  referred  to  as  the  ballot  paper  account. 

Counting  Votes. 

31.  The  candidates  may  respectively  appoint  agents  to  attend  the 
counting  of  the  votes. 

32.  The  -returning  officer  shall  make  arrangements  for  counting  the 
votes  in  the  presence  of  the  agents  of  the  candidates  as  soon  as  practicable 
after  the  close  of  the  poll,  and  shall  give  to  the  agents  of  the  candidates 
appointed  to  attend  at  the  counting  of  the  votes  notice  in  writing  of  the 
time  and  place  at  which  he  will  begin  to  count  the  same. 

33.  The  retuiniing  officer,  his  assistants  and  clerks,  and  the  agents  of 
the  candidates,  and  no  other  person,  except  with  the  sanction  of  the 
returning  officer,  may  be  present  at  the  counting  of  the  votes. 

34.  Before  the  retui'uing  officer  proceeds  to  count  the  votes,  he  shall, 
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in  the  presence  of  the  agents  of  the  candidates,  open  each  ballot  box,  and, 
taking  out  the  papers  therein,  shall  count  and  record  the  number  thereof, 
and  then  mix  together  the  whole  of  the  ballot  papers  contained  in  the 
ballot  boxes.  The  returning  officer,  while  counting  and  recording  the 
number  of  ballot  papers  and  counting  the  votes,  shall  keep  the  ballot  papers 
with  their  faces  upwards,  and  take  all  proper  precautions  for  preventing 
any  person  from  seeing  the  numbers  printed  on  the  backs  of  such  papers. 

35.  The  returning  officer  shall,  so  far  as  practicable,  proceed  con- 
tinuously with  counting  the  votes,  allowing  only  time  for  refreshment, 
and  excluding  (except  so  far  as  he  and  the  agents  otherwise  agree)  the 
hours  between  seven  o'clock  at  night  and  nine  o'clock  on  the  succeeding 
morning.  During  the  excluded  time  the  returning  officer  shall  place  the 
ballot  papers  and  other  documents  relating  to  the  election  under  his  own 
seal  and  the  seals  of  such  of  the  agents  of  the  candidates  as  desire  to  affix 
their  seals,  and  shall  otherwise  take  proper  precautions  for  the  security  of 
such  papers  and  documents. 

36.  The  returning  officer  shall  endorse  "  rejected  "  on  any  ballot  paper 
which  he  may  reject  as  invalid,  and  shall  add  to  the  endorsement  "  rejec- 
tion objected  to,"  if  an  objection  be  in  fact  made  by  any  agent  to  his 
decision.  The  returning  officer  shall  report  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in 
Chancery  the  number  of  ballot  papers  rejected  and  not  counted  by  him 
under  the  several  heads  of — 

(1)  Want  of  official  mark  ; 

(2)  Voting  for  more  candidates  than  entitled  to  ; 

(3)  Writing  or  mark  by  which  voter  could  be  identified; 

(4)  Unmarked  or  void  for  uncertainty  ; 

and  shall  on  request  allow  any  agents  of  the  candidates,  before  such 
report  is  sent,  to  coj)y  it. 

[Ss.  37-43  deal  with  ballot  papers  after  counting  is  completed.] 

General  Provisions. 

44.  The  return  of  a  member  or  members  elected  to  serve  in  Parlia- 
ment for  any  county  or  borough  shall  be  made  by  a  certificate  of  the 
names  of  such  member  or  members  under  the  hand  of  the  returning 
officer  endorsed  on  the  writ  of  election  for  such  county  or  borough,  and 
such  certificate  shall  have  effect  and  be  dealt  with  in  like  manner  as  the 
retui-n  under  the  existing  law,  and  the  returning  officer  may,  if  he  think 
fit,  deliver  the  writ  with  such  certificate  endorsed  to  the  postmaster  of 
the  principal  post  office  of  the  place  of  election,  or  his  deputy,  and  in 
that  case  he  shall  take  a  receipt  from  the  postmaster  or  his  deputy  for 
the  same  ;  and  such  postmaster  or  his  deputy  shall  then  forward  the 
same  by  the  first  post,  free  of  charge,  under  cover,  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown,  with  the  words  "  Election  Writ  and  Return  "  endorsed  thereon. 

45.  The  returning  officer  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  give  public  notice 
of  the  names  of  the  candidates  elected,  and,  in  the  case  of  a  contested 
election,  of  the  total  innnber  of  votes  given  for  each  candidate,  Avhether 
elected  or  not. 

46.  Where  the  returning  officer  is  required  or  authorised  by  this  Act 
to  give  any  public  notice,  he  shall  carry  such  requirement  into  effect  by 
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advertisements,  placards,   handbills,  or  such   other  means  as  he  thinks 
best  calculated  to  aftbrd  information  to  the  electors. 

47.  The  returning  officer  may,  if  he  think  fit,  preside  at  any  polling 
station,  and  the  provisions  of  this  Act  relating  to  a  presiding  officer  shall 
apply  to  such  returning  officer  with  the  necessary  modifications  as  to 
things  to  be  done  by  the  returning  officer  to  the  presiding  officer,  or  the 
presiding  officer  to  the  returning  officer. 

48.  In  the  case  of  a  contested  election  for  any  county  or  borough, 
the  returning  officer  may,  in  addition  to  any  clerks,  appoint  competent 
persons  to  assist  him  in  counting  the  votes. 

49.  No  persons  shall  be  appointed  by  a  returning  officer  for  the 
purposes  of  an  election  who  has  been  employed  by  any  other  person  in 
or  about  the  election. 

50.  The  presiding  officer  may  do,  by  the  clerks  appointed  to  assist 
him,  any  act  which  he  is  required  or  authorised  to  do  by  this  Act  at  a 
polling  station  except  ordering  the  arrest,  exclusion,  or  rejection  from 
the  polling  station  of  any  person. 

51.  A  candidate  may  himself  undertake  the  duties  which  any  agent 
of  his  if  appointed  might  have  undertaken,  or  may  assist  his  agent  in 
the  performance  of  such  duties,  and  may  be  present  at  any  jDlace  at 
which  his  agent  may,  in  pursuance  of  this  Act,  attend. 

52.  The  name  and  address  of  every  agent  of  a  candidate  appointed 
to  attend  the  counting  of  the  votes  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  returning 
officer  one  clear  day  at  the  least  before  the  opening  of  the  poll ;  and  the 
returning  officer  may  refuse  to  admit  to  the  place  where  the  votes  are 
counted  any  agent  whose  name  and  address  has  not  been  so  transmitted, 
notwithstanding  that  his  appointment  may  be  otherwise  valid,  and  anv 
notice  required  to  be  given  to  an  agent  by  the  returning  officer  may  be 
delivered  at  or  sent  by  post  to  such  address. 

53.  If  any  person  appointed  an  agent  by  a  candidate  for  the  purposes 
of  attending  at  the  polling  station  or  at  the  counting  of  the  votes  dies, 
or  becomes  incapable  of  acting  during  the  time  of  the  election,  the 
candidate  may  appoint  another  agent  in  his  place,  and  shall  forthwith 
give  to  the  returning  officer  notice  in  writing  of  the  name  and  address 
of  the  agent  so  appointed. 

54.  Every  returning  officer,  and  every  officer,  clerk,  or  agent  authorised 
to  attend  at  a  polling  station,  or  at  the  counting  of  the  votes,  shall, 
before  the  opening  of  the  poll,  make  a  statutory  declaration  of  secrecy, 
in  the  presence,  if  he  is  the  returning  officer,  of  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  if  he  is  any  other  officer  or  an  agent,  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  of 
the  returning  officer ;  but  no  such  returning  officer,  officer,  clerk,  or 
agent  as  aforesaid  shall,  save  as  aforesaid,  be  required,  as  such,  to  make 
any  declaration  or  take  any  oath  on  the  occasion  of  any  election. 

55.  Where  in  this  Act  any  expressions  are  used  requiring  or 
authorising  or  inferring  that  any  act  or  thing  is  to  be  done  in  the 
presence  of  the  agents  of  the  candidates,  such  expressions  shall  be 
deemed  to  refer  to  the  presence  of  such  agents  of  the  candidates  as  may 
be  authorised  to  attend,  and  as  have  in  fact  attended,  at  the  time  and 
place  where  such  act  or  thing  is  being  done,  and  the  non-attendance  of 
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any  agents  or  agent  at  such  time  and  place  shall  not,  if  such  act  or  thing 
he  otherwise  duly  done,  in  anywise  invalidate  the  act  or  thing  done. 

56.  In  reckoning  time  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  Sunday,  Christmas 
Day,  Good  Friday,  and  any  day  set  apart  for  a  public  fast  or  public 
thanksgiving,  shall  be  excluded ;  and  where  anything  is  required  by 
this  Act  to  be  done  on  any  day  which  falls  on  the  above-mentioned  da,ys 
such  thing  may  be  done  on  the  next  day,  unless  it  is  one  of  the  days 
excluded  as  above  mentioned. 

57.  In  this  Act— 

The  expression  "district  borough"  means  the  borough  of  Monmouth 
and  any  of  the  boroughs  specified  in  Schedule  E.  to  the  Act  of  the 
session  of  the  second  and  third  years  of  the  reign  of  King  William  the 
Fourth,  chapter  forty-five,  intituled  "  An  Act  to  Amend  the  Representa- 
tion of  the  People  in  England  and  Wales  ;  "  and 

The  expression  "polling  place"  means,  in  the  case  of  a  borough, 
such  borough  or  any  part  thereof  in  which  a  separate  booth  is  required 
or  authorised  by  law  to  be  provided  ;  and 

The  expression  "agents  of  the  candidates,"  used  in  relation  to  a 
polling  station,  means  agents  appointed  in  pursuance  of  section  eighty- 
five  of  the  Act  of  the  session  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  years  of  the  reign 
of  Her  present  Majesty,  chapter  eighteen. 

Modifications  in  Application  of  Part  One  of  Schedule  to  Scotland. 

58.  In  Scotland,  the  place  of  election  shall  be  a  convenient  room 
situate  in  the  town  in  which  the  writ  for  the  election  would,  if  this 
Act  had  not  passed,  have  been  proclaimed. 

59.  In  Scotland,  the  candidates  may  respectively  appoint  agents  to 
attend  at  the  polling  stations.  The  ballot  papers  and  other  documents 
other  than  the  return  required  to  be  sent  to  and  kept  by  the  Clerk  of 
the  Crown  in  Chancery,  shall,  in  Scotland,  be  kept  by  the  sheriff  clerks 
of  the  respective  counties  in  which  the  returns  (including  those  for 
burghs)  are  made,  and  the  provisions  of  this  schedule  relating  thereto 
shall  be  construed  as  if  the  sheriff  clerk  were  substituted  for  Clerk  of 
the  Crown  in  Chancery. 

60.  In  Scotland,  the  term  "district  borough"  shall  mean  the  com- 
Vtined  burghs  and  towns  specified  in  Schedule  E.  of  the  Act  of  the 
session  of  the  second  and  third  years  of  the  reign  of  King  William  the 
Fourth,  chapter  sixty-five,  intituled  "An  Act  to  Amend  the  Representation 
of  the  People  in  Scotland ; "  and  in  Schedule  A.  of  The  Representation 
of  the  People  (Scotland)  Act,  1868. 

61.  The  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  session  of  the  second  and  third 
years  of  the  reign  of  King  William  the  Fourth,  chapter  sixty-five, 
intituled  "  An  Act  to  Amend  the  Representation  of  the  People  in 
Scotland,"  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  fixing  and  announcement  of 
the  day  of  election,  the  interval  to  elapse  between  the  receipt  of  the 
writ  and  the  day  of  election,  the  period  of  adjournment  for  taking  the 
poll  in  the  case  of  Orkney  and  Shetland,  and  of  the  district  of  burghs 
comprising  Kirkwall,  Wick,  Dornoch,  Dingwall,  Tain  and  Cromarty, 
and  to  the  keeping  open  of  the  poll  for  two  consecutive  days  in  the  case 
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of  Orkney  and  Shetland,  .shall  remain  in  full  force  and  effect,  anything 
in  this  Act  or  any  other  Act  of  Parliament  now  in  force  notwithstanding; 
but  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  exclude  Orkney  and 
Shetland  or  Orkney  or  Shetland,  or  the  said  district  of  burghs,  or  any 
of  the  burghs  in  the  said  district,  from  any  of  the  benefits  and  obligations 
of  the  other  portions  of  this  Act. 

Modifications  in  Application  of  Fart  One  of  Schedule  to  Ireland. 

62.  The  expression  "  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery "  in  this 
schedule  shall  mean,  as  regards  Ireland,  "  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  and 
Hanaper  in  Ireland." 

63.  A  presiding  officer  at  a  polling  station  in  a  county  in  Ireland 
need  not  be  a  freeholder  of  the  county. 

SPXOND  SCHEDULE. 

[Form  5.] 

Form  of  Nomination  Faper  in  Farliamentarij  Election. 

We,  the  undersigned  A.B.  of  in  the 

of                          and  CD.  of                     in  the                      of  , 

being  electors  for  the                                 of  ,  do 

liereby   nominate  the  following  person  as  a  proper  person  to  serve  as 


member  for  the  said 


in  Parliament 


Surname. 

Other  Names. 

Abode. 

Rank, 

Profession,  or 
Occupation. 

BROWN 

John 

52   George  Street, 
Bristol. 

Merchant. 

JONES 

or 
AYiLLiAM  David 

High   Elms,  Wilts. 

Esquire. 

MERTON 

or 
Hon.  George  Tra- 
vis,     commonly 
called    Viscount. 

Svvanworth,  Berks. 

Viscount. 

SMITH 

or 
Henry  Sydney 

72  High  St.,  Bath. 

Attorne}'. 

(Signed)  A.B. 

CD. 
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We,  the  undersigned,  being  registered  electors  of  the  da 

hereby    assent  to  the   nomination  of  the  above-mentioned  John    Brown 
as  a  proper  person  to  serve  as  member  for  the  said  in 

Parliament. 

(Signed) 


E.F. 

of 

G.H. 

of 

I.J. 

of 

K.L. 

of 

M.N 

of 

O.P. 

of 

Q.R. 

of 

S.T. 

of 

[Note. — Where  a  candidate  is  an  Irish  peer,  or  is  commonly  known 
by  some  title,  he  may  be  described  by  his  title  'as  if  it  were  his 
surname.] 


CORRUPT    AND    ILLEGAL    PRACTICES 

PREVENTION    ACT,  1895. 

(58  &  59  YiCT.  c.  40.) 

1.  Any  person  who,  or  the  directors  of  any  body  or  association 
corporate  which,  before  or  during  any  parliamentary  election,  shall,  for 
the  purpose  of  attecting  the  return  of  any  candidate  at  such  election,  make 
or  publish  any  false  statement  of  fact  in  relation  to  the  personal  character 
or  conduct  of  such  candidate  shall  be  guilty  of  an  illegal  practice  within  the 
meaning  of  the  provisions  of  the  Corrupt  and  Illegal  Practices  Prevention 
Act,  1883,  and  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  penalties  for  and  consequences 
of  committing  an  illegal  practice  in  the  said  Act  mentioned,  and  the  said 
Act  shall  be  taken  to  be  amended  as  if  the  illegal  practice  defined  by  this 
Act  had  been  contained  therein. 

2.  Xo  person  shall  be  deemed  to  be  guilty  of  such  illegal  practice  if  he 
can  show  that  he  had  reasonable  grounds  for  believing,  and  did  believe, 
the  statement  made  by  him  to  be  true. 

Any  person  charged  with  an  offence  under  this  Act,  and  the  husband 
or  wife  of  such  person,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  be  competent  to  give 
evidence  in  answer  to  such  charge. 

3.  Any  person  who  shall  make  or  publish  any  false  statement  of  fact 
as  aforesaid  may  be  restrained  by  interim  or  perpetual  injunction  by  the 
High  Court  of  Justice  from  any  repetition  of  such  false  statement  or  any 
false  statement  of  a  similar  character  in  relation  to  such  candidate,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  granting  an  interim  injunction  jmmd  facie  proof  of  the 
falsity  of  the  statement  shall  be  sutficient. 

4.  A  candidate  shall  not  be  liable,  nor  shall  be  subject  to  any  in- 
capacity, nor  shall  his  election  be  avoided,  for  any  illegal  practice  under 
this  Act  committed  by  his  agent  other  than  his  election  agent,  unless  it 
can  be  shown  that  the  candidate  or  his  election  agent  has  authorised 
or  consented  to  the  committing  of  such  illegal  practice  by  such  other 
agent,  or  has  paid  for  the  circulation  of  the  false  statement  constituting 
the  illegal  practice,  or  unless  upon  the  hearing  of  an  election  petition  the 
election  court  shall  find  and  report  that  the  election  of  such  candidate  was 
procured  or  materially  assisted  in  consequence  of  the  making  or  publishing 
of  such  false  statements. 

5.  This  Act  may  be  cited  as  the  Corrupt  and  Illegal  Practices  Preven- 
tion Act,  1895,  and  shall  be  construed  as  one  with  the  Corrupt  and  Illegal 
Practices  Prevention  Act,  1883,  and  that  Act  and  this  Act  may  be  cited 
together  as  the  Corrupt  and  Illegal  Practices  Prevention  Acts,  1883  and 
1895. 


LIST  OF  FORMS. 

1.  Declaration  as  to  Expenses  (Candidate). 

2.  ,,  „         (Election  Agent). 

3.  Return  of  Election  Expenses. 

4.  Declaration  as  to  Expenses  (Absent  Candidate). 

5.  Nomination  Paper. 

[jSTote. — The  first  four  of  the  above  forms  will  be  found  in  the 
Corrupt  Practices  Act,  1883,  Schedules,  and  the  fifth  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ballot  Act,  1872.] 

6.  CanAvass  Card,  and  how  to  mark  it. 

7.  Daily  Canvass  Return. 

8.  Circular  to  Conveyance  Owners. 

9.  Hire  of  Committee  Rooms  Agreement. 

10.  Appointment  of  Counting  Agents  by  Election  Agent. 
10a.  „  of  Volunteer  Counting  Agents  by  Candidate. 

11.  Notice  of  Appointment  of  Election  Agent,  and  his  Address. 

12.  Election  Agent's  Notice  to  Creditors. 

13.  Security  required  on  Nomination. 

14.  Circular  to  Outvoters. 

15.  Personation  Statutory  Questions  (Ireland). 
15  a.  „  ,,  (Scotland). 

16.  Instructions  to  Polling  (Personation)  Agents. 

17.  Appointment  of  Polling  Agent,  Clerk,  or  Messenger. 

18.  Polling  Cards. 

19.  Circular  Post  Card  for  Local  Meeting. 

20.  Notice  of  Appointment  of  Sub- Agents. 

21.  Appointment  of,  and  Instructions  to,  Sub-Agent 

22.  Table  of  Limit  of  Election  Expenses. 

23.  Authority  for  Petty  I)isl)ursements. 

24.  Notice  to  Licensed  Victuallers. 
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FORMS. 


Form  7. 
Daily  Canvass  Return. 
Election,  19_ 


PoUinfi  Dhfrid  [Ward], 

The  following  return  includes  all  cards  handed  in  up  to 

on 1 9 

For    . 

Against 

Dead 

Untraceable 
Duplicates 

Balance  not  dealt  with 


Total 


-P.M. 


No.  on  Register. 


Signed. 


Person  in  charge. 

[Note. — This  return  must  be  sent  to  the  Election  Agent  each  evening 
when  the  local  Committee  Room  is  closed.  Each  daily  return  must 
include  those  which  have  preceded  it.] 
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Form  8. 

Circular  to  Conveyance  Owners. 

[Note. — The  letter  is  on  the  outside  page  and  the  form  of  reply  on  the 
inner  leaf.  Perforate  down  centre  of  double  sheet,  and  place  name 
and  address  outside.] 

_^ Election,  19 


Mr.  Jones's  Committee  Booms. 


Polling  day 8  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 

[Date.'] 

Sir, — On  behalf  of  the Candidate's  Election  Committee 

I  write  to  inquire  Avhether  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  help  us  with  carriages 
or  motor  cars  on  the  polling  day.  If  so,  will  you  kindly  fill  in  the  en- 
closed form  and  return  it  to  me  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

The  Committee  respectfully  beg  to  remind  you  that  the  Corrupt 
Practices  Act,  1883,  prevents  their  either  baiting  horses  or  supplying 
men  with  refreshment. — Yours  truly, 


Chairman  of  Election  Committee. 


No.  and  kind  of  carriages. 

Man  or  men  in  charge 

For  how  long  lent 


"Where  desired  to  be  worked. 
When  to  arrive 


When  to  return. 


Any  further  details. 


Signature  and 
Address  of  Oicner- 

Date 
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Form  9. 
Hire  of  Committee  Eooms. 
Election,  19 


Memorandum  of  agreement  between. 
Election  Agent  [Sub-Agent]  of  Mr. 


and  Mr.         relating   to  the  hire  of  a 

Committee  Room  at 

[Here  follows  full  description  of  premises.] 

1.  The  period  of  hire  shall  extend  from 

to 

2.  The   lessor   will    supply   reasonable    [firing,    light,    cleaning    and 
attendance]. 

3.  The  rent  for  the  term  shall  be payable 

in  advance. 

Signed 

Lessor. 


Election  Agent. 
\Suh-Agent.'\ 


Form  10. 

Appointment  of  Counting  Agents. 

[Note. — If  the  Counting  Agent  is  a  volunteer.  Form  10a  must  be  used, 
l)Ut  if  paid  in  any  other  capacity.  Form  10.] 

Election,  19 

List  of  Counting  Agents. 
To  the  Returning  Officer  fm-  the 


I  hereby  give  you  notice  that  the  undermentioned  persons  have  been 

appointed  by  me  to  be  Agents  on  behalf  of 

a  Candidate  at  the  above  Election,  to  attend  the  Counting  of  the  Votes  at 
the  above  Election  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Ballot  Act, 
1872. 


Name. 


Address. 


Dated  this day  of 19. 

Signed 


Election  Agent  of  the  ahoKC-mentioned  Candidate. 
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Form  10  a. 
Appointment  of  Volunteer  Counting  Agents. 

Election,  19 


List  of  Counting  Agents. 
To  the  Returning  Officer  for  the 


I  hereby  give  you  notice  that  the  undermentioned  persons  have  been 
appointed  by  me  to  be  agents  on  my  behalf  to  attend  the  counting  of  the 
votes  at  the  above  Election  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Ballot 
Act,  1872. 


Name. 

Address. 

Dated  this 


day  of. 


19_ 


Signed. 


A  Candidate  at  the  above  Election. 
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Form  11. 

Notice  of  Appointment  of  Election  Agent,  and  of  his  Address. 

Election,  19 

Notice  of  Appointment  of  Election  Agent. 
I, of 


being  a  Candidate  at  the  above  Election,  do  hereby  appoint  Mr._ 

of to  act  as  my  Election 


Agent. 

The  address  of  his  office,  to  which  all  claims,  notices,  writs,  summonses, 
and  documents  may  be  sent,  is  as  follows  : — 


Dated  this day  of 19. 

Signed 


To  the  Returning  Officer  for  the o/L 


[Note. — This  Notice  should  be  given  to  the  Returning  Officer  as  soon 
after  the  Agent's  appointment  as  practicable,  and  in  any  case  not  later  than 
the  day  of  nomination.  It  should  also  be  published,  so  that  all  those 
having  business  with  the  Agent  know  his  address.] 
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Form  12. 
Election  Agent's  Notice  to  Creditors. 
Election,  19 


Notice  to  Creditms. 

I  hereby  give  notice  that  all  claims  against  Mr 

.in  respect  of  the  above  Election  must  be  sent  to  me 

at  the   undermentioned  address  on   or   before   the day    of 

,  otherwise  the  same  will  be  barred  within  the  meaning  of 

s.  29  of  .the  Coriupt  Practices  Act,  1883,  and  cannot  be  paid. 

Signed^ 


Election  Agent. 


Address. 


Dated  this^ 


day  of^ 


.19. 


[Note. — This  notice,  as  well  as  being  advertised  in  the  press,  should 
be  posted  to  each  creditor  on  the  day  of  the  poll.] 


Form  13. 
Security  Required  by  Returning  Officer  on  Nomination. 

Not  exceeding  1000  electors 
1001-2000 
2001-4000 
4001-7000 
7001-10,000 
10,001-15,000 
15,001-20,000 
20,001-30,000 
Exceeding  30,000 
[Scotland  alone.] 
40,001-50,000 
50,001-60,000 
Exceeding  60,000 

[Note. — This  statutory  amount  is  apportionable  equally 
candidates  duly  nominated.] 


Coinitv. 

Borough. 

£150 

£100 

200 

150 

275 

200 

400 

250 

550 

300 

700 

450 

800 

500 

900 

600 

1000 

700 

1000 

1000 

1300 

1600 

equalh 

'  between  all 
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Form  14. 
Circular  to  Outvoters. 

Outvoters. 
Election,  19_ 


[Address.'] 
Dear  Sir, 


Oil  behalf  of  the  Election  Committee  of  Mr. 


the Candidate    at    the    above   Election,   I  beg   to   ask   for 

your  vote  and  assistance  on  his  behalf.     While  in  no  way  desiring  to 
infringe   the   secrecy   of    the   ballot,    it   will   be   a   great   assistance   to 

Mr. 's  candidature,  if  you  can  see  your  way  to  support  him, 

to  fill  up  and  return  the  annexed  form. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


Election  Agent. 


Election,  19. 


To  Mr. 

Election  Agent. 

Sir, 

It   is   my   intention    to   vote   for   Mr The 

place    from   which    I    shall    start   will   be ,  and    I    am 

desirous    of   going    to after    voting.      Kindly    let    me 

know,  if  possible,  the  most  convenient  trains. 

Yours  truly, 
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Form  15. 
Personation. 

Special  Forms  applicable  to  Ireland. 
Personation  :  Statutory  Questions  and  Oath  (13  &  14  Vict.  c.  69,  s.  88). 

Questions. 

1.  "Are  you  the  same  person  whose  name  appears  as  A.B.  on  the 
register  of  voters  now  in  force  for  the  county  of  [w  for  the 
city  or  town  or  borough  of                          as  the  case  may  be]  "  1 

2.  "  Have  you  already  voted,  either  here  or  elsewhere,  at  this  election, 
for  the  county  of  *  [or  for  the  city  or  town  or  borough  of 

,  as  the  case  maij  be]  "  1 

Oath. 

"You  do  swear  that  you  are  the  same  person  whose  name  appears  as 
A.B.  on  the  register  of  voters  now  in  force  for  the  county  of 
[or  for  the  city  or  town  or  borough  of  ,  as  the  case  marj  be], 

and  that  you  have  not  before  voted,  either  here  or  elsewhere,  at  the 
present  election  for  the  county  of  *  [or  for  the  city  or  town  or 

borough  of  ,  as  the  case  may  be].  So  help  you  GOD." 

*  [Note. — In  the  case  of  a  divided  city  such  as  Dublin  or  Belfast, 
immediately  after  the  name  insert  '■'■either  in  this  or  in  any  other  division." 
(48  &  49  Vict.  c.  23,  s.  13  (4).)] 
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Form  15  a. 
Personation. 

Special  Forms  applicable  to  Scotland. 
Personation  :  Statutory  Questions  and  Oath  (43  Vict.  e.  18,  s.  3). 

Questions. 

1.  "Are  you  the  same  person  whose  name  appears  as  A.B.  on  the 
register  of  voters  now  in  force  for  the  county  of  \or  for  the 

division  of  the  county  of  ■  ],  or  for  the  city  \_or 

burgh]  of  ,  or  for  the  district  of  burghs  [as  the 

case  iiiaij  he'\  "  1 

2.  "  Have  you  already  voted,  either  here  or  elsewhere,  at  this  election 
for  the  county  of  [or,  for  the  division  of  the 
county  of  ],  or  for  the  city  [or  burgh]  of  ,*  or  for 
the                     district  of  burghs  [as  the  case  may  be] "  1 

Oath. 

[Note. — None  prescribed  for  Scotland,  but  any  person  wilfully  making 
a  false  answer  to  either  of  these  two  questions  is  guilty  of  a  crime  and 
offence  within  the  meaning  of  the  Ballot  Act,  1872.] 

*  [Note. — In  the  case  of  a  divided  city  such  as  Glasgow,  Edinburgh, 
or  Aberdeen,  immediately  after  the  name  insert  "  either  in  this  or  in  anij 
other  division"   (48  v*o  49  Vict.  c.  23,  s.  13  (4).)] 


1 
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Form  16. 


Instructions  to  Pollinc;  (Personation)  Agents. 

1.  The  poll  is  open  from  8  to  8.  You  .should  attend  at  7  ••45,  and 
should  bring  with  you  (a)  your  written  appointment  as  polling  agent ; 
(/>)  your  attested  declaration  of  secrecy  ;  (c)  j'our  marked  copy  of  the 
register;  ((/)  refreshments,  or  make  arrangements  for  their  supply. 
Remember  that,  if  paid,  you  may  not  vote. 

2.  You  may  not  leave  the  polling  booth  without  the  presiding  officer's 
permission,  and  should  you  be  compelled  to  go  out,  get  from  him  a 
signed  order  of  readmission,  and  be  away  as  short  a  time  as  possible. 

3.  Your  chief  duty  is  the  detection  of  personation,  and  for  this 
purpose  your  marked  copy  of  the  register  is  provided.  The  offence 
of  personation  is  committed  when  a  person  (a)  applies  for  a  ballot  paper 
in  the  name  of  another,  living  or  dead,  or  fictitious ;  (b)  who  having  once 
voted  at  the  election  applies  for  another  ballot  paper  in  his  own  name.. 
The  marks  on  the  register  will  warn  you  when  to  look  out  for  any 
attempts  at  personation.  Mark  off  each  voter  as  he  votes,  and  be 
careful  that  your  marking  is  clear. 

4.  As  each  voter  applies  for  a  ballot  paper,  look  if  you  have  any 
important  note  against  his  name.  If  you  have,  and  your  interference  is 
in  your  candidate's  interest,  at  once  ask  the  presiding  officer  to  put  the  two 
following  questions  to  the  voter,  (1)  being  to  ascertain  if  he  is  the  person 
wlose  name  appears  on  the  register,  and  (2)  if  he  has  already  voted  at 
this  election,  in  the  division  of  the  county  in  question,  or  in  anf/  division 
of  the  city  or  borough  in  question. 

(1.)  "Are  you  the  same  person  whose  name  appears  as  A.B.  on  the 

register  of  voters  now  in  force  for  the  county  of  , 

[or  for  the  riding,  parts,  or  division 

of  the  county  of  ],  or  for  the  city  [or  borough]  of 

[as  the  cose  may  be^  "  1 

(2.)  "  Have  you  already  voted,  either  here  or  elsewhere,  at  this  election 
for  the  county  of  ,*  [w  for  the 

riding,  parts,  or  division  of  the  county  of 

],  or  for  the  city  [or  borough]  of  [as  the 

case  may  be'\ "% 

[Parliamentarv  Voters  Registration  Act,  1843  (6  &  7  Yict.  c.  18), 

s.  81.] 

[For  Forms  in  Scotland  and  Ircktml,  see  Appendix,  Forms  15  and  15a.] 

No  other  questions  than  the  above  may  be  put,  and  you  may  object 
to  any  other  questions  being  put,  and  if  such  questions  are  j^ressed  you 
ma}'  tell  the  voter  he  need  not  answer. 

*  [Note. — In  (Oath  similarly)  the  case  of  a  divided  borough  or  city 
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{e.g.,    Liverpool,    Birmingham,    Bradford,    &c.),    immediately    after   the 
name  insert  "  either  in  this  or  in  am/  other  division." 

[48  &  49  Vict.  c.  23,  s.  13  (4).] 

If  the  ansAver  to  1  is  "Yes,"  and  to  2  "No,"  then  the  voter  has  a 
right  to  poll,  but  if  you  are  still  dissatisfied  with  the  voter,  and  your 
information  on  the  point  is  precise,  you  must  then  at  once  ask  the 
presiding  officer  to  administer  the  following  statutory  oath: — 

"  You  do  swear  [or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be]  that  you  are  the 
same  person  whose  name  appears  as  A.B.  on  the  register  of  voters  now 
in  force  for  the  county  of  ,  [or  for  the 

riding,  parts,  or  division  of  the  county  of  ], 

or  for  the  city  [or  borough]  of  [as  the  ease  may  he'],  and 

that  you  have  not  before  voted,  either  here  or  elsewhere,  at  the  present 
election  for  the  county  of  ,*  [or  for  the  riding, 

parts,  or  division  of  the  county  of  ],  or  for 

the  city  [or  borough]  of  [as  the  case  may  he]. 

"So  help  you  GOD." 
{Udd.  s.  81.)  [  *  See  note  above.] 

If  the  voter  takes  the  oath,  he  must  have  a  ballot  paper  given  him. 

If  you  are  quite  certain  that  the  voter  has  committed  perjury, 
you  must  at  once  take  steps  to  give  him  into  custody,  making  the 
accusation  in  his  presence.  You  should  address  the  presiding  officer 
something  to  the  following  effect,  but  according  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  : — 

(1.)  "I  verily  believe  and  undertake  to  prove  that  the  person  voting  is 
not  the  person  in  whose  name  he  assumes  to  vote." 

(2.)  "I  verily  believe  and  undertake  to  prove  that  the  jaerson  voting 
has  already  voted  at  this  election." 

If,  however,  your  information  is  absolutely  certain,  you  need  not 
require  the  questions  to  be  put,  as  even  the  attempt  to  obtain  a  ballot 
paper  constitutes  the  offence,  and  you  may  notify  the  presiding  officer  at 
•once,  and  require  the  voter  to  be  taken  into  custody. 

Make  careful  notes  of  any  action  you  may  take  with  respect  to 
personation,  and  having  obtained  the  permission  of  the  presiding  officer, 
send  these  to  your  Election  Agent  as  soon  as  possible. 

5.  You  are  not  permitted  to  interfere  with  any  voter,  nor  to  ask  him 
any  questions  (with  the  object  of  discovering  how  he  intends  to  vote, 
or  how  he  has  voted),  nor  are  you  permitted  to  give  to  anyone  any 
information  as  to  how  any  voter  has  voted. 

6.  If  a  voter  inadvertently  spoil  his  voting  paper,  he  is  entitled,  on 
delivering  it  up  to  the  presiding  officer  and  satisfying  him  of  the  accident, 
to  anothei'  ballot  paper. 

7.  Certain  classes  of  voters  are  allowed  to  vote  otherwise  than  by 
ballot.     They  are  as  follows  :     Those  who 

(a)  are  blind,  or  who  from  some  other  jihysical  cause  cannot  mark  a 

ballot  paper  ; 
(It)  declare    themselves    to    be   Jews   and    to    have    a    conscientious 

oi)jection    to    voting   on    their    SaV)bath    (thi.s,    of    course,    only 

when  the  polling  day  is  a  Saturday) ; 
(c)  cannot  read. 
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The  presiding  officer,  in  the  presence  of  l)Oth  polling  agents,  asks  the 
voter  for  whom  he  intends  to  vote.  He  then  marks  the  ballot  paper  in 
accordance  with  the  voter's  direction,  and  places  the  ballot  paper  in  the 
ballot  box.  During  this  proceeding,  steps  must  be  taken  to  see  that 
no  one  other  than  the  presiding  officer  and  the  polling  agents  know  how 
the  voter  has  voted. 

A  voter  who  cannot  read  must  make  a  Declaration  of  inability  to 
read  before  the  presiding  officer ;  this  is  attested  and  retained.  It  is  as 
follows : — 

I,  A.B.,  of  ,  being  numbered  on  the  register 

of  voters  for  the  county  [or  borough]  of  ,  the 

division,  do  hereby  declare  that  I  am  unable  to  read. 

4B       /   ^^^ 
(mark. 

I,  the  undersigned,  being  the  presiding  officer  for  the  polling 

station  for  [the  division  of]  the  county  [or  borough]  of  , 

do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  declaration,  having  been  first  read  to 

the  above-named  A.B.,  was  signed  by  him  in  my  presence  with  his  mark. 

(Signed)  CD. 

Presiding  Officer  for  polling  station  for  the  county 

[or  borough]  of  ,  the  division. 

8.  As  you  are  obliged  to  keep  the  rules,  so  you  are  entitled  to  see 
that  others  do  the  same. 

9.  Eead  Rules  14-30  of  the  Ballot  Act  (Sched.  I.,  part  i.)  in  Appendix 
iq.v.  herein),  which  detail  the  duties  of  the  presiding  officer  with  respect 
to  polling,  ballot  boxes,  &c. 

10.  At  the  close  of  the  poll  return  your  register  to  your  district 
committee  rooms. 


Form  17. 


JEledion,  19_ 


Appointment  of  [^Polling  Agenf^  [Clerk]  or  [Messenger], 
I,  being  the  duly  appointed  Election  Agent  [Sub-agent]  for_ 


.a  candidate  at  the  said  election,  hereby  appoint  you. 
of 


to  act  as  [clerk]   [messenger]   [polling  agent  on  the  polling  day]  at  the 
above  election,  for  which  j^ou  will  receive  an  inclusive  sum  of 

Your  appointment  determines  at  the  close  of  the  poll,  unless  previously 
cancelled. 

Dated  this dai/  of 19 

Sign  ed 

[Note. — This  form  must  be  shewn  by  polling  agents  to  the  Returning 
Officer  as  their  authority  to  act] 
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FORMS. 


Form  18. 
Polling  Cards. 


Polling  Day. 
You  vote  at_ 


-day. 


.Election,  19 

19 ,  8  A.M.  to  8  P.M. 


Your  number  on  the  register  is. 
Name  (as  on  register). 
Address. 


You  are  earnestly  requested  to  vote  for  Mr.  Jones,  and  to  YoTE 
Early.  You  do  this  by  making  a  X  on  the  ballot  paper  in 
the  space  opposite  Mr.  Jones's  name. 


JONES. 

X 

Smith. 

Do  not  sign  your  name  or  make  any  other  mark  than  the  X  or 

your  vote  is  lost. 
Fold  up  your  ballot  paper  when  mai'ked,  and  drop  it  into  the  box. 
After  voting,  kindly  leave  this  card  with  Mr.  Jones's  worker  out- 
side the  polling  station. 
The  Ballot  is  secret.    No  one  can  tell  for  whom  you  have  voted. 


FORMS. 
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Form  19. 
Circular  for  Local  Meetinc;. 

Election,  19 


[^Address.'] 


Dear  Sir, 

A  meeting  in  support  of  Mr. 

the -Candidate,  will  be  held  inthe_ 

on ,  which  will  be  addressed  by  Mr. 

and  other  gentlemen. 

The  Chair  will  be  taken  precisely  at by  Mr .. 


Questions  to  the  Candidate  are  invited.     You  are  earnestly  requested  to 

attend. 

Yours  truly, 

Suh-Agent. 


Form  20. 
Appointment  of  Sub-Agents. 
Election,  19- 


I.- 


for_ 


,  being  the  duly  appointed  Election  Agent 

.,  a  Candidate  at  the  above  Election,  hereby 


appoint  the  undermentioned  persons  as  Sub-Agents  for  the  said  Election, 
to  act  Avithin  the  polling  districts  set  opposite  their  respective  names. 


Polling  District. 

Name  and  Address  o£                 Office  or  Place  to  \Tliich 

Sub-Agent.                   ;  Claims  or  Xotices  may  be  sent. 

1 

Dated  this. 


day  of_ 


_19_ 


Signed. 


To  the  Beturning  Officer  for  flu 
County  of 


.Division  of  the 


[This  notice  should  be  delivered  to  the  Returning  Officer  as  soon  as 
practicable,  but  in  any  case  not  later  than  one  clear  day  before  the  polling. 
It  should  also  be  duly  advertised.] 
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98  FORMS. 

Form  21. 

Appointment  of,  and  Instructions  to,  Sub-Agents. 

Ejection,  19 

I  hereby  appoint  you, 


of to  act  as  Sub-Agent  for  the 

polling  district[s]  of on  behalf 

of  Mr 

Your  fee  will  be  £ ,  subject  to  the  undermentioned  con- 
ditions : — - 

1.  Your  employment  will  cease  at  the  close  of  the  poll,  unless  other 
arrangements  be  made. 

2.  You  will  carry  out,  from  time  to  time,  all  instructions  sent  by  me 
to  you  during  the  period  of  your  employment. 

3.  You  will  receive  a  sum  of  on  account,  but  3'ou  must  not  at  any 
time  spend  more  than  a  sum  of  £2  before  first  communicating  with  me, 
and  if  more  than  such  a  sum  be  spent,  you  must  obtain  a  receipt  for  the 
amount.  You  may  pay  onl}^  for  hire  of  rooms  for  public  meetings, 
stationery,  postage,  telegrams,  and  the  travelling  expenses  of  yourself 
and  your  paid  staff. 

4.  You  must  employ  no  persons  for  payment  without  first  receiving 
permission  in  writing  from  me. 

5.  Every  expense  must  be  noted  in  detail,  and  when  your  cover  is 
running  short  you  must  send  in  to  me  your  detailed  accounts,  and  an 
estimate  of  how  much  more  money  you  think  necessary. 

6.  Your  principal  duties  are — {a)  The  organisation  and  prosecution 
of  a  thorough  canvass  in  your  disti'ict ;  {h)  the  arrangement  of  local 
meetings ;  (c)  arrangements  for  polling  clerks,  and  counting  agents,  and 
tellers ;  {d)  seeing  that  you  and  your  staff,  paid  and  unpaid,  commit  no 
breach  of  the  law  relating  to  Corrupt  and  Illegal  Practices  ;  and  ie)  super- 
intending work  on  the  polling  day. 


FORMS. 
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Form  22. 

Tables  of  Limit  of  Expenditure. 

[Great  Britain.] 

(Sched.  I.  Parts  iv.,  v.) 


Counties. 

Boroughs. 

Number  of  Voters. 

One 

Joint 

Candidate. 

Candidates. 

£ 

1 

£ 

£ 

Not  Exceeding  2000 

650 

350 

525 

2001-3000 

710 

380 

570 

3001-4000 

770 

410 

615 

4001-5000 

830 

440 

660 

5001-6000 

890 

470 

705 

6001-7000 

950 

500 

750 

7001-8000 

1010 

530 

795 

8001-9000 

1070 

560 

840 

9001-10,000 

1130 

590 

885 

10,001-11,000 

1190 

620 

930 

11,001-12,000 

1250 

650 

975 

12,001-13,000 

1310 

680 

1020 

13,001-14,000 

1370 

710 

1065 

14,001-15,000 

1430 

740 

1110 

15,001-16,000 

1490 

770 

1155 

16,001-17,000 

1550 

800 

1200 

17,001-18,000 

1610 

830 

1245 

18,001-19,000 

1670 

860 

1290 

19,001-20,000 

1730 

890 

1335 

20,001-21,000 

1790 

920 

1380 

21,001-22,000 

1850 

950 

1425 

22,001-23,000 

1910 

980 

1470 

23,001-24,000 

1970 

1010 

1515 

24,001-25,000 

2030 

1040 

1560 

25,001-26,000 

2090 

1070 

1605 

26,001-27,000 

2150 

1100 

1650 

27,001-28,000 

2210 

1130 

1695 

28,001-29,000 

2270 

1160 

1740 

29,001-30,000 

2330 

1190 

1785 

The  increasing  amounts  are,  for  each  column,  1000 — 60 — 30 — 45. 

[Ireland.] 
The  amounts  are  on  a  somewhat  smaller  scale,  both  for  boroughs  and 
counties  (see  Sched.  I.  Parts  iv.,  v.). 

XoTE.— Neither  in  Great  Britain  nor  in  Ireland  does  the  limit  include  the  cost  of 
conveying  electors  by  sea  in  certain  allowed  constituencies  (s.  4S,  Act  of  1883,  p.  57). 


100  FORMS. 


Form  23. 
Authority  for  Petty  Disbursements. 
Election,  19_ 


I,  the  undersigned,  being  Election  Agent  for  Mr , 

a  Candidate  at  the  above  Election,  hereby  authorise  you  to  pay  all 
necessary  and  legal  charges  for  stationery,  postage,  telegrams,  and  other 
petty  expenses,  in  respect  of  the  conduct  of  the  above  Election  on  behalf 
of  the  above  Candidate,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 

Particulars  of  these  payments  must  be  sent  to  me  within  fourteen 
days  after  the  Election,  and  where  possible  must  be  accompanied  by 
receipts.  You  may  not  authorise  any  other  person  to  make  any  payments 
on  your  behalf. 

Dated  this day  of 19 ^ 


Eledion  Agent. 


To  Mr.. 


at^ 
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Form  24. 

Notice  to  Licence  Holders. 
. Election,  19. 


I,    the    undersigned,    being    Election    Agent    [Sub- Agent]    for    Mr. 
.,  a  Candidate  at  the  above  Election,   hereby  give 


you  notice  that  the  said  Candidate  will  not  be  answerable  for  the  cost 
of  any  meat,  drink,  refreshment,  tobacco,  or  other  entertainment  sup- 
plied to  any  person  claiming  or  pretending  to  act  on  his  behalf.  The 
only  charge  for  which  the  said  Candidate  will  be  answerable  is  the  sum 
of  to  be  paid  you  for  the  hire  of  a  room  to  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  a  public  meeting  on —. 

Dated  this day  of 19 


Election  Agent. 
[Sub-Agent.] 


To  Mr. 


EDINBURGH 
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